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THE RIGHT

HONORABLE MY
fingular good Lord, Robert Earle
of Eflex and Ewe,Vifcount Here-
ford, Lord Ferrers of Chartley,
Bonrghchier and Louain,« N after of
the Queenes Maiefties horfe, Knight

of the moft noble order of the Garter,
and ane of ber Highne[Jé moft honorable

Priuie Conncell.
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7 11 led this fimple
Bdievist Difcourle, of
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ling in honorable Quarrels(which

lefteeme an Introdudion to Mar-
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The Epiftle Dedicatorie. |
tiall affayres) L haue thought good
to dedicate the fame vnto your
Honor,as vnto him whofe bountie
moftbindeth me:whofe valour in-
forceth all foldiers to acknowledge
you the Englith e A chilles : whofe
fauouring good literature celebra-
teth your name for the ftudents
Mecenas : whofe benigne potecti-
on and proutifion for ftrangers,ma-
kethyou reported off as theyr fafe
fancuary.T his work,I muft needs
confefle, is farre vaworthie your
Lordthips view, inregard eyther
of method or fubftance : and being
much vnperfecter than 1t (houlde
haue beene, if | had had copie of
Englifth tohaue exprefled iny mea-
ning as [ would. ButI humbly be-
feech your good Lordfhip to ac-
ceptthis Booke, howfocuer it be,as

anew

The Epiftle Dedicatorie.
anew yeeres gifte proceeding from
aminde moft dutifully affected to-
wards you,that witheth and pray-
eth, that your Honour may inioy
many good and profperous yeres:
and 1s prefented by him thatis and
willbe readie euerie yere,daie,and
houre to liue and die at your
Lordfhipsfootto
do you fer-

uice:.

Your Honors inall dutifulnes,

Vincentio Sauiole.



ADER.

H E meanes whereby men
Jromsime to time haue bene
preferred esento the higheft
degrees of greatnes and dig-
nitie,hane cuer bene and are
z of twé [ortes ,\ Armes and
el N | Letiers : weapons & bookes,
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s may moft plainly bee pro-
ned out of antique and mo-
= SH| derne hiftories. Les it nos
Jeeme ffrange unto anie man that 1 have placed Avmes before
Letters, for in truth I hase found by abferning the conrfe of
times, and by comparing the occurrents of former ageswith
thofe which haue fallen cut and followed (s it were by Juceefsi-
on)inlateryeeres ghatthe ﬁdrjl Princes ana paironcs of people
did obtainetheir titles and dominions by forceef _Armes,and
shas aftersards learning & vertue did(as it were by degrees)
growand fucceede for the making and efiablifbing of goodor-
ders,cuflomes andlawes amongeft them. And then did com-
mon-wealths begin firft 1o floursfh,when their Princessverelike
Mincrua,whom the Pocts fained to bee the godde(fe not ancly
of fludses bus allo of A rmes, ir[piring wit into [chollers, and
(anoring thofe that follow warrcs.W/::::/are knosvingshat fuch
. men
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Tothe Reader.

mien as endesour themfelues 10 attaine wnto the excellenciesf
anie ars or [cicnce, ave wortiie both of praife and prefervicnt,
lwm?? they fecke for that onely true nobilstiewhich ssin decde
muchmore to be accounted of thain birth and parentage.l hane
beene induced ( for the [atisfaition of fich,and other like noble
[pirites,defirons 10 imploie either their fludies in the profefsi-
on,or their lines in the practife of the arte militarie) 10 beflowe
m) paincsin thewriting of this Treatife concerning the LA,
exercife, and manncging of the Rapier and Dagger, together
with 1he ordering and moning of the bodié in thefe actions: 4
shing I confelfe in [hewe the leaft peece and praciife (1s aman
ngit fase)ofthe arte M ilitarie.but inverie deed 10 moftim-
ortant,excellent and noble practife theresf. For when Iconfl.
der with myelfe how fime _Answer s doowrite, that hunting,
barkingwraflling,crc. are things in fome fort belonzingun-
to Milstarseprofefsion, for that men thereby doo bath mrake
sherr bodsés [Irorg and attine,and alfo lexrne to mar e the ii-
suation of bils,woodds Jakes and valiies,togethei with the croo-
ked and turning conrfes of vinees. It feerecth vnto e that 1
smaywith farregreater reafon faictkas the Arte azdecerafe of
the Rapier and Dagger is much more yare and excellent than
anic other tilitavie exercifeof the bode pecanfethere fs very
rreat andnecefJarie vfethereof, nosczely in generall warres,
iut alfo in particulay combats, ¢ mairy other accideints whert
& man haning the perfec? knowledge and praslife of this arte,
although but mallof flavure andweakeof firenga!s may with ¢
Binsle yemoning of bis foot a fed.ain turning of bus hand a flicht
declining of his bodiz, fubdne and ouercovse the fiexce braving
pride of 1all and fTrong bodiies. ’
CMorewer,it doth raany times come to paffe that diftords
and guarvels avif¢ amosge[t fouldiers and Gentiemnen of hurar
& aciounsthe which (whenshey cannot be accorded & com-

pounded

Tothe Reader.

,mm'cd vy lawe learning, andpeifvafion’) mﬂ bee dereyimi-
nedand the trath thercof t77ed by crmes and combet, CArd
therefore he that iswife carepellof Lis fafeiie, and proricent a-
qairfdisoer willbe ar all tivses frored and furniftedwith 1
benorable urgent maﬁil)',.md nflaint flertres cjtsme,he flal
beconflrained so expofe himfelfe viste enident danger.
Wlfcrc/orc vpon ti)f[wcmﬁﬂhf,md alfo for that  hane bin
sereunto requefled by fundrie G entlemin my goodjriendes, 1
haseendenoured to excpreffein shis difeonsfe,arid toraste plain
by pictures all the skill and knowledgewhich I bane in thisart:
Ex/;lrting all wien 'oj:gaoa' mindes and noble  [piritesto learne
andpirchafeche famespor tothe exd to adufe it in infolencies
ond iniviries bt towfe it in cafes of mecefsitie for the difence of
nflca Vés,and totte mainscnance of the bonesy of themfelues
andotlere. Forwhofoencrwill (ollowe thisprofifsion muf? fle
frem rafbnes ridesgndninriey anduetfallinto that foule falt
and error which rwany men incurre who feeling then:felues ro
ke firong of bodie andexpert inthis [ciense, prefuming theren-
pensthinkethas they may lawfully cffer ontrage andiviury vn-
so anie manyand with crefle and groffetcas smes and behawiour
promkeeeriemanto fight.as thouzh theywere the enely beirs
of Mars o more inusmeible ihar Fxchilles:not ressembring
boweit Lath cfientimes hagpened,thas a hitlewretched man of
fature by shall andresfon hath oucrcome avaft mightic man
of perfonn,csd onsershrowen the vmweldie mafle and burthen of
bis bodse:pom the face of his kind & liberall mstherthe carth.
Thumanncr of proceeding and behauionr. doth pliinely flew
that thefemen. ( although peraduentnrethey hane learned the
ofesfsheeapon) hase not yet beere fufficiensly inftructed in
the Arteof Armes, For bytheruls andprecept of this Art,
wuen are taught by how much they arerefolute in courage, and
whslful of the ufeof the famesveapon,by fomuch the more s fbess
B
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TotheReader.

themfelnes vertnous humble, and modeft both in (peech & ac.
tion,and o110 be liers,vanters,or quarrellers, for thofc which
in this fors demeane themfelues , ( notwithflanding their skill
orcenrage)docommonly carry away wounds and difhonor aid
fometimses death.

1hasne feene and nosed in diuerfepartes of mine owne conn-
trie and in other places of the world, greas quarvells pringing
from fmallcanfes,andmany men flayne vppon lig bt occafions,

Amongeft other things, Iremembar that in Lielena aciticof

- ] > - ¥ .
Sclauonia,it wes once my chance 10 fee s fodaine quarrell and

Jlanghter wpon very fmall caufe betweene two lialian capsaine
of greas familiaritie and acquaintance. T here swas in thecom.
panic a foolifl boy belonging unto one of the Captaines,who go-
ing carelefly forward,(y approching neere unto the other cap-
tuine,began 10 tonch the hilts of bis fword wherepon thecap-
taine lenst the boy a little blow 10 seach him betser maners:The
other Captaine (the boies mafler ) taking shis reprebenfion of
bis boy in wor[e parte shan therewas canfe, after fome wordes
wultiplyed began to drawe bis fivord the other Captaine in like
[forsbetaking himelfe to his rapier did with a thrsft run him
quite through the bodie,who falling downe dead vpon the place
receinedthe inft reward of his frinoloss quarrell < _And 13 con-

felfe sheplaine trath in this point, it is not well done cither of

wsen or boyes 10 touch the weapons of another man ihat swear eth
them. Newerthele(Je a man ought in all bis attions 1o feckeand
sndesowr to liniein peace and good agreement(as much as may

be)with eucrieone : andefpeciallybethatis 4 Gentleman ard

conwerfesh with men of homorable quality muff abone all others
buae a greas regardto frame his(peech and anfroeres with fuch

refpetive rencrence, that therenener growe againft him anie

ath and daily doth some o paffe;wherenpon follow. deddly bs-

treds,

thrreﬂ wpon afoolifh worde o7 afroward anjwere; as it often

To the Reader.

wreds ernellmnrthers, and extrearse ruines, Wherefore I faie
ond ot dowie as a mofl vndoubicd trush, that it isgood for e-
sericman 0 be taught and inflyuéled inthe Rapier and Dag-
w ot therather sherebyto grow infolent or to commsit wassr -
ther but 13 be able andready in s cafe of infl necefsitieto defend
bimfelfe tither as the fodaine, or vpon defiance and in feld of-
fizred : for at that time it is too late 10 looke backe and 10 in-
tend his fuddsc, as many doo,who hauing appointed the time
andpluce for fight, doc practife fome point or other of thisarte,
thewhich being (o lightly learned and in fuch haft doth afser-
wardsin time of need proue but litile helpfullor auatlable vnte
them. But this knowledge doeth more particularly appertayue
wnto Gentlemen and fouldiers that profeffé andfollowewarres,
for theymore than other men, il ( for the credite of their cal-
g and the bonor of Armes ) difpuse and determine with the
peint of the fivord alipoints that paffe in controncrfie, efpecially
amengeflshemfelueswho had rasher die than not so hane rea-
fon and[usisfaltion for enerie worde of preindice and difgrace
ofered untothens. Wowin 1hiscafe] am 1o exhort and aduife
wen of all fortes and condition , as swell the skilfall as vhe
wmskilfull , ot to bee in anie wife too fufpitions, nor to carch
(@ they )ﬁrie ) atenerie flie that pafferir by, for in fo dvving,
theypurchafeto themfelues endleffe trouble,and eister ints acti-
o full of danger and difbonour, butratherto [rinne as much
a they can alloccafions of guarrell,and not vo fight excepte (as
lml;Zm: Gyde )vpona iuff canfeand in a point of bonor. And
tothe end that enerie manmy know what to deaand bee able
0 praclife wsmuth as hee knoweth (at the requeft of cersaine
Centlemen my good friends, & to make the wor ldwitnes of my
arefull mim;e towards theus for the many curtefies which I
i::e receined as their handes fince 72y ﬁrfz cornming intoths.
Crantrie) ot of thofe precepresihich 1hase learned from the
B

3 moft



Tothe Readér.

mioft rave andvenowmed profeffors that baue bin of this Ant
in my time,and ons of thas expericnce which I J.aue obferned
in dinerfe fraies and fights, 1 have compofed and framedthis
listleworke,containing the noble Arte of the Ragier and
Dagger thewhich 1 haucfer dnwne in nian-
ner of a Dialogue,cve.
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VINCENTIO SAVIOLO
HIS PRACTISE.

Haue long and greatly defired (my deare
AN friend 7.)tolearne this hoble fcience,and
A8 1 ﬁ efpecially of you, who did put the firft
(w2 weaponsinto myhands: wherefore{fec-
4558 ing [o good opportunitie is {s fitly ‘pre-
fented) I couldewifhe that wee might{pende thistime
in fome difcourfe concerning the Arte of the'Rapier
and Dagger; to the end that I might thereby, boththe
better retaine the title which I haue alreadic learned,
and alfo 2ddc fome new leflon thereunte.

7. Certes(my loutng friend L)as welforthat Thaue
found you to be 2 man of 2 noble Ipirite,as in recard of
the great Ioue which T beare vato you,asalfo to theend
thathereafter when time fhall ferue, youmiay bt beteer
knowen vato fiidry Geritlemen my good friends,lam
contenttoyeeld nto your requeft; and therefore de-
;_nland boldly any thing whercin you delire to beere:
olucd. '

L.Sir,the loue which youbeare mee [ know tobee
excceding great,and theréfore Haue no doubz that you
will fayle me in anie partotyour promife,for the which
favour [ acknowledge my felfe infinitly bebolding va-
toyou.I fhall defire you therefore, according to your
iudgementandskillyto refolu¢ and inftru&t mee infuch
doubtes

AT



Vincentio Saniolo his Pratlife.
doubts as doo occurre vatome,for Tknowe, and many
noble men and Gentlemen do likewife know, thatyou
are cxquifitlyable pot only torefoluc vs of anie doube
readily,butalfo toinftruct vs in this {cience perfectly.

7.Sir,I dcfir¢ nothing more thanto pleafeandfa.
tisfic you and fuch other Gentlemen mygood friends,
and thercfore you may expounde queltions at your
pleafure. ,

L.Frommy firft yeres I haue liked this noble Ar,
butnow doo much moreloueit, haning feene fuchdi-
uerfitie ofthis exercife , together withi the danger ther-
vntobelonging,and ( finceI'came to be your {choller)
plainly perccined how thatamanin one:momentmay
be {laine. And therfore I ging God thankes thatin fome
meafur¢hee hath giuenmeé theknowledge of this feir
ence,and Thopethrough your good helpeto beemore
fully informed therein. Wherefore I defireyou totell
me,iftheremay begiuen anie certaine inftruction and
firmerule whereby to dire¢t a man to the true know-
ledge of hereof.

¥,Sincemy childhoode I haue feene verie many
mafters the which hdue taken grear paines in teaching,
and T haue marked theirdiuerfe. manners of playeand
indangering : whercefore (both for the particular con.
tentment & pleafure of the Gentlemen my friends,and
forthegencral help & benefitof many)I hauechanged
fiue or fix fundry maner of plaies,taughtme by diuetfe
mafters,and reduced them vnto one by my nolittlela-
bourand paine,and in this will I refolueyou,and geuc
youthereinfo dire¢tarule and inftrution, as that ther:
by (being my fcholler)you may attain vato the perfedt
knowledge of this{cience,

L.But

The firft Booke. %

L. Buttclime.fir of cureeiic, thofc which hauc ot
scneyour {chollers; arethey therefore debarred from
hevaderftanding of your faidrule.

v.ntruthfir, well they may learne and conccie
nuch,but of thofe fecrets which T will reucalevintoyou
they are not fo capable as thoft whomi hati¢taught .

£.Shew me (I praie you)what may bee thecaule,
whythisarte(being 1o neceffirie and noble)is of {6 ma-
ny lolittlc eftecmed ¢ 4

¥.Youhaue moucda queition whereof Tamgricd

uedtofpeake; when Leonfider with: my felfe the flight
account wherein this {d worthy fcienceis held,F deeme
thecaulehereof o bé cither becaule many which'dog
(peraduenture ) vaderftand the famé will not profefle
toteach it, or that many (hauing in d¢ed novnderftan®
ding thereof ) doé fudge thie fame to confift in theyr
arcat ftrengthand brauing courage , but they deceiue
themfclucs: MoreouerI am-of this opinion, that many
(notknowiny this dre to be the beginning arid founda-
tionof the art Militarie)doe thercfore neglect and cons
temnc it, becaufe they efteeme the fame to bee athing
vatothemaltogetlicr impertinent. |

L.Bywhat realon can you{hew this fciencetobe
the ground and foundation of thearte Militarie?

¥.You hall htare. This word Schermize et-Schara
muztretoskirroifhor fence, may be taken cither gene-
rally or particularly, Gencrally; foreuerickind of fight.
Parricularly for fingle combar:andfoitistakerras often
ssitisindefinitly fec downe,and notexprefly . Andbe-
ing takenin this enfe,that it doth ricdeffarily belong vai-
tothe artc Militaric may many waics bee proued,forin
the arte Milicari¢itis requifite thata man know how he

C may



Vincentio Saiolobiz Pratlife.

may beft oucsconie hiis cnemie, andiwhicls vvaie to en.
tertaine him,& as it were to dallie withihim vmill fuch
time as he can efpie fome aduantage. Againe,weedogs
many times {ee that a great man or a Capraine docth
wrong aninferiour perfon ora fouldier, whoforthae
they arc men of meatiet fortuae, doo feldome by lawe
recoucrright or credite, whesfore the Prince or Gene-
rall(after thatthe partic wronged hath done hisdutle;
in complain’inf vnto him of the iniury receiucd Jought
to require and command hins by whome thewrong
was done, citherto make fatisaction vnto.the parae
wronged, if the fa were againf} reafon, orhy waie of
difgrace, orelfe to fight the combat with him. Then
(being to accept onc of thefe conditions)if hee triethe
combat, he can neuer acquite himfelf without danger
and difhonour,if hee hauenot fixf} ledrned-this noble
fcience.

Moreouer,ifa man follow the wartes and conuerfe
with Captaines, and incufre 2 ?uarr'ell, and haue no
knowledge of this arte,whatfhiftefhallhee make¢ Or
how fhall hee behaue himfelfe becing challengedthe
combat for his Countrie or his Prince. which hath of
ten happened, not onely in the time of the Romanes,
butinour dayes, as we may reade jn the life of Charles
the fifte , and of other Emperours : Paulys Jouiusand
Guicciardinodomake mention of many combats fought
in the kingdome of Naples betweene French-men
and Italians for theyr Countrie, wheteunto were re-
quired and chofen moft famous and skilfull menbath
of the French and ftalian Nation. WhereforeaCap-
taine ora Generalllis not perfe@ly accomplithed inall
pointes appertaining tahis placeand peofefsion, if Jbuc:

Thefirft Booke.

beedisfutnifhed of this {cience : foradmit(as it may fal
out vpon many occafions concerning his Country and
his ownc honouir) he bee challenged the combat, and
chance to be ouercome therein,although hee haue bin
renowmed for infinite viGtories , hée hath nowloftin
one moment all his foregotten glorie, for both the ho-
nour of the fight, and the trinmph of the viorie doth
wholy redound vnto him who hathouercomein com-
bat. Neither were his many viorics gotten inthe field
vnto him more glorlous, than this one-foile infingle
fight is difhonourable, for thofe victories had many
helpes,as horfe;armour,opportunitie of time, aduaun-
tage of place; &c. Thofe glories many parteners, as
fouldiersand vnder officers, but this dithonour docth
wholy fallvpen himfelfe, as purchafed by fomeimper
feQtion in himfelfe;asnamely forf warit of this fcience,
withoutthe which no man profefsing the Arte Milita-
rie,canbee called perfect in his profefsion, but rather
maimcd in the principall part thereof,and moft concer-
ning the fafety and defence of a mans owne life,fot this
is a braunch of that wifedome which heldeth the fiflt
lace and chicfeft precheminence ifi matters of warre,
For he that isdeuoid ofart and skill,doth rathly encoun-
ter with his cnemie,and fo is flaine withfcorne and dif-
honoun

L. This which you Gie feemeth fo flande with
preatcreafon, yetheverthelefle wee fee by experdénce,
that men vnskilfulland altogether ignotanitin this arte,
haue vanquithed and ouerthrowen thefe which pra-
Qifethe fame for theyr dayly exercife, whereas(if youe
aflettion were true ) the skilfull hould enermore con-

querthevnskilfulls
Ca ¥.Sic



Vincentio Saniolo his Prattife.

¥. Sir,you are to vnderftand, that many are called
profeflours of their Rapicrand Dagger,and yetbee o-
uercome by men thatneuer pradtifed the fame,but how
euer, notas profeflours of this {cicnce, but as bafe and
vnskilfull perfons, Forinhimthatwill bee rightly cal-
Jed a profeflour of thisarte,and in him that fhall goe
into the field to fight a combat, are required reafon,a-
nimofitic,(trength,dexteritie,iudgement,wit,courage,
skill,and practife: wherfore it may bee that thofe which
are oucrcome bee men of bafe mindes, or voide of rea-
fon, and falfely called profeffours of that arte whercof
they haue no vaderftanding , and which they doobut
difcredite, Othersarefo head-firong and rafh,thatthey
doo lyke rammes which kill themf{elues by running full
butat theyrenemies. Butto hauerecourie vnto the firft
and highcft caufe, thefeactions are euermore directed
by thefecret will of God,and are the executions ofhis
hidden iudgements,

L.Certainly fir, when I confider your reafons,]
am confounded in mine owne iudgement, for your
fpeech docth neceflarily inferre, that if a man beeable,
ftrong, aciue, wifc, skilfull, valiaunt, and not quarel-
Ious, hee fhall bee conqucrour, if otherwife, conque-
zed,

#. Let vs omit therefore as a fpeciall and extra-
ordinarie caule, thatfometimes God fuffereth and per-
mittteth the contrari¢ : and take this for an infallible
ruleand grounde, that cuerie one renounceth and
forfaketh that helpe which God hath appointed,as of-
ten as hee defpileth and contemneth this Arte; and
that God hath giuen vs wit and vnderftanding to di-
fcerne and knowe the good and the badde : which

becing

T he firft Booke. 4
beeing fo, it mult needes followe, thatif a man will
not defend him{clfenor doo his beft to obtaine victo-
tic, he muft be oucrcome although his quarrell and
anlewere moft iuft and reafonable, becaufe he will
rot vic the mcanes which God hath appointed, and
therefore mufk blame himfelfe only tor hisilfhap and
fuceefl=. Whertctore it cannot be denied butthar this
krowledge and skill which groweth and rifeth from
thisatrot Defence is neceflzry. Andthertore I fay that
whenvpon iuftgroundand occaflion2 man fhalltake
aquarrell in hand, and fhathaue courage,reafon,bold-
nes,and force to maintaine it, hauing alfo the meanes
andhelpe of this are; it wilt feldome ot neuer chaunce
but thathe fhalt oucrcome his aduerfary,and vpon this
reafon and ground proceedeth my argument. But
when heforfaketh thefauour and benefitgraunted by
God,in thathe wil notlearne how to defend himfelfe:
ifthe quite contrary happen to him hemufl impute the
faultand blame to him{elfe, And therefore I muft tell

outhisalfo,that he hath moft neede of this ar¢which
cketh courageand ftrength; becaufe thatby this art
and practife he groweth in vre with his weapon, and
tohaueskill and judgementto defend himfelfes And
thisalfo I {aye, that firength and valiant fourage is not
itwhich giucth victorye, butaskill and knowledge in
the vl o? his weapon, and a certaine nimblenesand
sivitic afivellofthe body as of thie hand and the foot.
L.Infoothby thac which you fay, itfeemesto me
that nature is fhe which worketh and perfourmethall,
and notart, becaufe that from nature commeth cou-
tape,force,and aright frame and aptnes of the body,
thereforehe which fhalbe furttithed with thefe partcs.

Ci: an



Vincentio Sausolo hus Praclife.

and thall vndertakea righvand juttcaufe,is hkotobeare
away the viGory without hauingany or very littleskil

in the artof Detence.
¥. Certes we may graunt,that nature may doo very
much to frame aman aptand fitfor this exercife, both
in refpe@ ot conuenient conrage and ftrength, bue all
thefeabilities and giftes which nature canbeftow on a
man, are nothing except he haue knowledge or arte,
forwe fee that the very thinges themfelues which are
brought foorth by nature goodand perfedt, ifthey be
notholpen byarte, by yery courfeof nature become
naughtand vnprofitable, Aathe Vineititbe nothok
pen by artcomes ta so proofe nor profit,fo likewile o-
ther trees how apt fo euer they be to bring forthexcel-
lent frutes,if theyare pot husbanded growewilde, and
degenerate frontheir naturall perfe@ion. Suppole
that natute bribg foorthamoft goadly and beautifull
treeit itbeginonce ta growe crovked and benot hol.
penitloofeth allhis beautye, and therefore as you fes,
arte isanaide and helpe tonature : fothat ane hauing
thofe good partes and abilitiesby mature before men-
tioned,yet notknowing them, hecannot vie them ta
hisbenefite but by the meanes of skill and indgement;
whichaman by his induftrie and praife ataineth vn-
to. And although he may ftrike right and crofle blows
andgiue the foyncand thruft,yet thelebeing notguis
decd by reafon 2ad skifi. may hs well harme himas pro-
fitor procure himrany aduantage: but arewhich imita.
teth and petfitcthnatute,if amanapply his minde ther-
unto,by many experimentesand much. practife, will
make him skilfull and capable of greatperfe@ion.And
to prouc thatxhisis true, we fee bnle infants whichals
though
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though as fooneas they arc bornetheyhauea tung,yet
they cannot fpeake; and after when they haue learned
tofpeake, yet they want eloquence: naturemaye be-
fowea gift of mesmory, which wien itis accompani-
edwith artand knowledge, they are able in good {orte
toexpreflztheir minde and conceipt. How can youbg
skiffull in riding if you haue not leatned the arte, na-
tre may helpe, but not bring toperfetion : how is it
pofliblethat you fhould proue a skilfall Carpenter or
Saylor, if you haue not by prattife acqualnted your
felfe with thofe thinges whicli appestinethercuntos
how can aman bea profeffour i amy art ot (tience,
vlelle he hauelearned itfirft himtelfe: and therefore
they which make fo finall reckoning ofart, in myfan«
cieand conceiptin this rc[})'c& are worfethan beaftes,
efpecially thofc whichare practifedin fight,inwhichia
man may percciuea kinde ofreafon and atte, and for
proofe of this, takea young Dogwhich hathhotbeen
accuftomed to fight,andfethimonaBull,and ﬁyou fhal
fechimaffaile him withmore courage and fiercenes
thenanother whichhath beenebeaten and pratifdein
the matter,butyou fhall fee him byandby hurte and
wounded: whereas in the otheryou fhall fee the quite
contrary,for before he fervpon his aduerfary youthall
fec him {pic all aduantages thatmaye be, and hauing
found hisaduantage he wil after make an affaals wher-
forethefe braggers whichwithioutiudgement and rea
fon willtake vponthenrtokill the whole worlde,atthe
leaftwife fhould order and gouecne themfelues more
difcrectely then bealts $ and if they being without rea-
foncan helpthemiclues with astavhich Is taught theme
how rmuch ratherhoukd aman whichisindued g}:h

reafon
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reafonmake hi¢ prafic therof, feeke to learne it and noy
tofcorne and defpifeit,cfpeciallye in fuch acafe wheie
fo deepely it concernctha mans life,thatin the flirring
of a foote hemay be foddenlye ouertaken and flaine:
but the more skidla man hath of his weapon thetnore
gentle and curteous (heuld he thewe him(clfe, for in
uruth this is rightly thehonour of abraue Gentleman,
and fo-much the more is hee to bee efteemed : neither
muft he beabragger,orlyer, and without rruth in his
word,becaufe thereis nothing more to be required in
aman then toknow himfelfe,for metherefore { thinke
it neceflarye thateuery one thouldlezarne thisarte, for
asaman hathvyoice and ¢an fing by natwré, but fhall
neuer doo it with time and meafure of mufickevnlefle
he haud learned the atte ; andasaharfe may be firong
and fyt for fight by nature, but ean notferueaman to
any y{c in the feelde ynlefle hahane beene firft broken
and taught, and framed to be obedienic to his maifters
pleafure and minde: So much more fhould 2 man
learne how to mannage and vle his body; biis hand and
hisfoote, and toknow how to detend himfelfe from
hisenemy, Andheercupon welee; thathow ftoute oz
couragious foeucraman be,vet when he ischallenged
into the feelde he feeks then tolearn-the skill and prac-
tife of his weapon of fome braue and skilfull man a-
gainftthe daye of the fightand combate,andfor noo-
ther caufe butthatheknoweth thatit is neceflarye for
him,& thatitconcerneth bis honor andlife : and they
which atfirme the contrary,if cuer they haue occafion
to fight, fhall perceiue to their difaduantage and dif.
crec*t, how muchthey haue erred and béne out of the
way : and this which we haucdifcomsfedhitherto as1

thinke
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thinke may fuffife to proucthe neceflitic of thisart.

L.You haue with fo manye reafons and proofes
fhewed the neceflitie of this worthie are, that in truth 1
greatly elteeme and honor it,and could wifh that cue-
ryman of honour would fecke to knowitand pradtife
it, that it might be more efteemed: but now that I
know the excellency of this art, I would gladly know
wherein confifteth the order and manner to vn-
derftandir,

7.Certesmy freend Z. I will not faile in thatwhich
Thaue promifed. Andtherefore X wilbegin this fmall
worke,to leaue fome remembrance of me, with thefe
Gentlemen and my goodfreendes,and withyou who
aredefirous to vnderftand it,and efpecially beeaufe I
hauealwaies found youto be a louer of gentlernan-
like qualities.

L I thanke you fir for your good willand good o-
pinion conceiued of me,and therfore according to the
defire which you bhaue to make me vnderftand this
worthie arte,Irequire you totell mewith whatwea-
ponagoodteacher minding to make agoed fcholier
oughttobegin.

7. Solwill, yet Imuft tell you, that I'haue feene
many braue fufficient menteach with great diverfitie
and diversfortes and fathions of play: and I my felfe
haue had many teachers,and found them all to differ
one from the other,

L.But Ipray you of freendfhip tell mehow there
canbefuchdifagreement, fince that all that art confi-
fieth in down rightor croffe blowes, thrultes, foynes,
orouerthwdrt prickes,.

#.That whichyou fay,verilye is true, but confider

D alfo
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alfothat we fee many precious ftoncs, and yerihe one
to bemore efteemedthen the other,although they be
of the fame forte and kindetand we fée many excellent
smen which ftudic the farae-art, and yetone is moree.
fteemcd then the other, aswell ingrauers as Bainters:
the fame is feene amongftlearned men, allarelearned,
butonebetterlearned thentheother: and thelike i§
to befeene inall fciencesand artes;and fo.in thisnoble
art God hath giuen moreto one, then to.another.1
will begin thercfore to tellyouhow thatof many that
teach,fome begin and enter theeir fchallers with the ra.
pierand Dagger, fome with.the Rapierand Cloake,
fome with the Rapier and Buckler, andfome with the
tI})apie:ralone:fomc afteron¢ forte and-fomeafteran o-

er.

L.Isitnotallone for a fcholler to begin with the
Rapier alone,or withthe Rapierand Cloake,or any o-
ther weapon: may not he becomeabraue man,as well
with one weapon as withan other?

7. Surely, they may proue well, but not fo well a3
thofe which begin with the true ground, the which
fchollers fhould learne of good maifters, and teachers
thould with all diligence teach their {chollers.

L. And what I pray youisthisground?

7. Thetruefoundation verily and the true begin-
ning from whence you may learne all thinges belon-
ging to this art,is the Rapier alone, and from it will I
begin,andyou fhal perceiue of whatgreat importance
this beginning is,and how without it hardly ot neuer
any commcth to trueskilland perfection: yet proceed
you to aske fiich queftions as your fhall thinke beft,
and takegood heede to that which I fhall fay, foru}

w
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willbeginneasI toldeyou.

L.In truth. M. ¥ineent, althoughas yet I haue no
greatskil,yet methinkes you hauereafon inyouraffer-
tion, and that you haue got theright and true know-
ledge of this fcience, and thereforel praye you fhew
me the reafon why the Rapier aloncis the groundand
beginning of thisart.

1. The reafon as Trake it, is becaufe that amongf
Knightes, Captaines and valiant Souldiours, the Rapi-
et is it which theweth who aremen of armes and of
honour, and which obtaineth right for-thofe which
are wronged:andforthis reafon it is made with two
cdges and onepoint, and being the weaponwhichor-
dinarily Noble men,Knightes,Gentlemen and Sounl-
dioursweareby their fide,as being more proper and fit
tobe worne thenother weapons: therefore this 1s it
which muft firft be learned, efpeciallye being fo vivall
tobe worneand taught. In my difcoutfe therefore of
this fight of the fingle Rapier Twill fpeake onelye of
three wardes.

L.TellmeIpray you fintehowitis befttoholdea
mass Rapierin his hand, and how to ftand vpon his
garde.

¥.Foryour Rapiersholde it as you thall thinkemoft
frand commodiousfor you, butifI might aduife you
rou fhould not holdeit after rhisfathion,and efpecial-

y withthe fecond fingerin thehylte, for holding itin

thatforte,you cannot reach fo farre either to ftrike di-
rector croffe blowes,ot to gine'a foyne.or thruft; be-
caufe your armeis nétfrecand atliberty.

L.How thenwould you haue me holdeit?

¥,1would haue youput your thumbe on thehylte,

3 and
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and the next finger toward the edge of the Rapier, for
{o youfhall reach further and ftrike morereadily.

L. You haue fully fatisfied me coneerning this mar-
ter,bucl pray youproceedeand {liew mehowd muft
ftandvponmy garde;oraffailemyneenemy.

v.So1 will;and asbefore I hauctelde you of diuer
fitie of teachers and varietic of wardes, [o in-this poynt
allo mauftIeell you that mens fathions.are diuers, for
fome {etvpontheir enemiesin running,and thereare
other which affaile themwith rage and furye after the
fafhion of Rammes, andboth thefe fortés of men for
the mofte parte areflaine and come to misfortune, z
may befeenc in many placesof fuchlike fights, Which
I{pcak notasthoughthofe two fightes were notgood
for him which knowes how to vfe them, becaufe that
{fometitnes they are very neceffary,according asaman
findes his enemy prépared withhis weapon:but then
they muft bedoone with tinic and meafurc;when yoa
baucgot your enemye at an aduantage , with great
dexteritieand readines.But as forme I willthewe yoa
the wardeswhich Ty felfé vie, the which ifyou well
marke and obferue,you cannotbut vnderftand the ar,
and withall keepe your bodye fafe frem hurte and
danget.

L. Atthis prefent] take wonderfull delightin your
companye, andnothing plealeth me fo much as this
difcourfe of yours,to heare you giue methe reafons of
thofe things which fo much concerne the life and ho-
nourofa man: wherefore performe that which yoa
haue gromifcd, wherein you fhall notonelye pleafire
mee,but many othergentlemen and Noble menwill
thinke themfclues to haue receiucd 2 fanour at your

handes,
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bandes, therefore beginIprayyou,
¥.That which Jhaue promifed youTwill now per.
forme,therfored fay,thatwhen a teacher will beginto
makea Scholler,(as forme I wil begin'with the'fingle

Rapicr, and at this weapon will firfte enter-youyto
the ende youmaye frameyour hand, your focte,and
I‘ombo y;all whichpattes muffgoe togetherandva-
efle you can flirre andmoue all theR together, you
thallnewerbe able toperforme any great matter, bue
with great danger) I'cometherefore to the point and
fy, thatwhen the teachrer wil entenhis fcholier, lic thal
. D; caufe
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caufe him to ftand vpon this ward, which is very good
to bee tze:cht for framing the footd, the hand, and the
body: {o the teacher fhall deliuer the: Rapier into his
hand,and fhall caufehim to ftand with hisright foote
formoft,with his knee fomewhatbowing, but that his
bodye et more vpon thelefrelegge,mot ftedfaft and
firmeas fome ftand, which fecme to be nayled tothe
placc,but with areadinesand nimblenes,as though he
were to performe fome feate of aétivitic, and in this
fortelet them ftandboth to ftrike and to defend them-
felues Now when the maifter hath placed his fcholler
in this forte,and that the fcholler hath receiued his Ra-
piet into his hand,let him make his hand free and atly-
berty, notby force of the arme,but by the nimble and
ready mouingoftheioyntof the wrifte of the hand,fo
thathis hand be free and atlibertie from hisbody,and
that theward of his hand be direCtlycagaintt his right
knee:andterthe reacheralforput-imelfe in the fame
ward, and holde his Rapicr zgainft the midde(t of his
fehollers Rapier,fo that the pointe be directlye again
the face of his {¢holler, and likewife his {chollers -
gainft bis, and Iex their feete beright one againft ano-
ther;then fhall the maifterbegin to teach hir,mouing
hisrightfoot fomwhat on the rightfide in circle wife,
putting the point of hiis Rapiervnder his {chollers Ra-
picr,and fo giuiog him a thruft inthebelly.

L. And what then muft the {choller doo?

7. Atthe felfelame time the {choller muft remoue
with like meafure or counter-time with his right foote
alittle afide,and et thelefe foote follow the right; tur-
ningalittlchis bodye ontherightfide, thrutting with
the pointofhis Rapicr at thebelly of his teacher, tur-

ning
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pingredily his hand thatthe fingers be inward toward
thebody,andiheioint of the wrift be outward. In this
fortcihe faidefchollerfhalllearne toflrike and not be
ftricken as T alwaies uduife the noble-men and gentle-
men withwhome Thanssto deale, that if they cannot
bitor hurttheir enemy,that they learn to defend them
felucs that they be ot hurt. Then to makethe fcholler
morc ready,the teachet fhall caufe his fcholler firte to
partywherefore he fhalliemouewith his right foote on
the right fide a litele incircle wife asthe maifter did bes
fore to thelcholler.

L. Whatthenmuft the maifteror teacherdoo?
¥.Atthe fame time= that the fcholler remoucth his
foote,the teachet fhall play a'livtle:with fifring ofhis
body,and with hislefte hand thall beat away hiss {chol-
bers rapict from hissight fide,and thallremouc his right
footbehindehis left firiking a crofle blow at the head.
L.And thefcholler whatfhall hedoo?
¥.WhenI remoue: with my. foote and lifte vp my
hand, letthe fcholler pafle withr his lefte foote where
hisright was,and withall et him tuene his hand, and
notloofe.the opportunity of this blow,which muft be
afoync in manner of athruft vnder his Rapicr, and let
bim lifte vphishand with his ward thathe be garded
andlie notopen;meeting withhisleft hand the rapier
of his téacher,2nd let him notbeat afide theblow with
his Rapier for hee.endangereth the pointand bringes
his life in hazard becaule helofeth the point: But I wil
goe forward, At the felfefametime that the fcholler
ﬁgcs back,the mailter fhall play alictle,and thifting his
dy fhall breake thefameimbroccata or foyne out-
wardfrom the lefte fide,remouing with his 1eft foote,
which
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which muft becarried behinde the right, and withall
fhall giue a mandritta at the head of his {choller, dt
which time the fcholler muft remoue 'with his right
foote, following with: his lefte; and let him turne his
Rapicer hand as Lhaue faide; and that the {choller ob.
ferue the fametime in going backe as the teacher fhall,
totheend that his pointmaye be toward the bellye of
his maifter,and lethim lifte vp his otherhand with his
ward on high, thathcbenot ftricken onthe face with
the mandritta,or.in the belly with the thruft or ftocca.
ta.Wherefore atthefelfefame time that the {choller
fhall dcliuerthe fore faide ftoccata to the teacher, the
teacher fhall yeelde-and thrinke with his bodye, and
beate theftoccata outward on theleftefide, and fhall
bring hisright foot a little afidein circlewife vpon the
sight fide,& fhall giue animbroccata tothe face of his
fcholler, at which time the faide{choller thal go backe
with his right footcalittle afide with the fame mea-
fure, and{hall beate afide the imbroccata of his mai-
fterwithhisleft hand ourward from the lefte fide, and
withall fhall deliuer the like imbroccata of counter-
time to the teacher, butonlye to the face, and then the
mailter thall goe backe with his right foote toward the
Ieftfide of his fcholler, in breaking with his lefte hand
the faide imbroccara outward from'the lefte fide, and
fhall firikea downe:right blowe to hishcad, becaufe
that by beating afide. his foync with his hand, he fhall
finde him naked and withoutgarde.
L.And what then,cannot the Scholler defend him
(elfe?
¥.Ycs very eafilye with a readie dexteritie or nim-
blencs, for at the fame time that the maifter thall gi‘gc
e

T he firft Booke. 10
the faide mandritta, the fcholler fhall doo nothing clfe
butturncthepointe of hisfoote toward the bodye of
his maifter,and lct the middeft ofhisleft foote dire&ly
refpe@ the heele of the right,and let him tuirn his body
vpon the rightfide, but let itreft and ftaye vpon the
lefie,and in the fame time let him turnce the Rapier
hand outward in the ftoccata or thruft, as I haue giuen

ou to vaderftand before, that the point be towardthe
bellyeof his maifter, andlethim litte vp his handand
take good heede that hee come not forward in deline-
ring the faide ftoccata, whichiis halfcan incartata, for
how little focuer hee fhould come forward hé would
puthimfelfe in danger of his life : and beleeuc me, cue-
ry man which fhall not vnderftand thefe meafures and
principles, incurres the danger of hislife : and who fo
defpifethithefe grounds which are neccffarye aswell
forthefthoole as the combat, itmay bee tohis confir.
fion & difhonour,and loffe of his life : wherefore eue-
rycone whichmakes profeffion of this art,thould feck
toJearn them and viderftand them.

L Forthismatter] am fullye fatisfied, wherefore I
prayeyou proceed to teach me thatwhich remaineth
tobe taughte for this ward.

¥. Whenthe maifter willmake bis fcholler readye,
hee fhall praitife him tobe thefuft in going backe, by
remouing his right foote alittle afide in circle wile, as
before hiis maifter did to him, and lethim with great
readines thiruft his Rapier vnder histeachers,and giue
him a thruftor ftoccara in the belly.

L.Whacthen fhall thetedcher doo?

7.He fhill fhift his body alittle, and thall beatethe
foccataor thruft oursvard from the right fide, and fhal

E remoue
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remoue with his rightfoote, which muft bee conucied
behinde the lefie,and fhall ftrikea rinuerfa at his fchol-
lers head, asbefore ¢ and further, to the end his{chol
ler may haueindgement toknowe what fight nieanes,
with meafure and time, heefhall teachhim to give g
mandritta;and to know whenthe time ferueth forit,

L. What I pray you, cannot cuery one of himfelfe
without teaching giuea mandritta?

7. Y¢s, cuery man can ftrike;but cuerye man hath
notthe skill to ftrike, efpeciallye with meafure,and to
make it.cutte: and heereupon you fhall fec- manye
which oftentimes will firikeand hitte with the flatte of
their Rapier,withouthurting or wounding theaduer-
farye: and likewife many, when they would ftrike 2
downe-right blowe,willgoeforward more thenmea-
fure,and fo caufe themfelues tobe flaine, Wherefore
Ifaye, when themaifter and fcholler fhallftand vpon
this ward, and thatthe pointeof the-fchollers weapon
fhall be againt the face of the teacher, and the pointe
of the teachers weapon nigh to the ward of the fchol.
JersRapier,and thatit be ftretched out, thé the fcholler
fhall remoue with his right foota little afide in circle
wifc,andwith the infide ofhis Jeft hand barrachetwile
thall beate away his maifters Rapier,fitfte lifting bis a-
boue it,and let the lefte foot followe theright: andlet
him turne skilfully his body, or elfe he fhallbe in dan-
gerto receiue a floccata eitherin the face:or bellye
‘Therefore heemuft take heede to fanehimfelfe with
good time and meafurey and let-hinntake hetde that
hee fteppe not forwardroward his teacher,forfo hee
fhould becin dangerto be. wounded: but Jet him go
alittleafide:asl haucalready faide, L
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L.Me thinkes the maifterisindanger,ifthe fchollee
authis time keepe meafure.

v. Ifthemaifter floodeftilLhee fhould bee in dan«
ger,but when thefcholler fhall giue the mandritta the
maifter muft thifte alittle with his bodye, "and fhall
remooue with his right foote, which muftbe carried
behinde his lefte, and fhall ftrike ariuerfo to the
head, as 1 faide before, whenI began to fpeake of
floccata, ,

Furthermore, the Scholler maye likewife giue &
mandritta at the legges, but it ftandes vion himto
playewith great nimblenesand agilitye of bodye, for
to tell the trueth, I would not aduife anye freénd of
mine, if hee were to fight for his credite and life, to
firikneither mandrittaes nar riverfaes,becaufehe purs
himfclfcin dagner of bis life:for tovfe the poynteis
more¢ readie;and {pendesnot the Iyke time: and. thae
is my reafon,why I wouldnot aduife any of my frends
toviethem,

L.ButIprayc you offreendfhip tell me, if 2 man
wereto goeinto the feclde with fome freend - of his
whome hee would beeloth to kill, thould not thefe
mandrittacs be good to wound him, and not put
him indanger of his life, T praye you therefore tell
mee your opinion, and how a maninrefpe@ of bis
honourere to vieand order himfelfe,put the cafe he
would notkilthis freend,but would willingly faueand
keepehim from harme.

».1will fpeake mine opinion of thefe things whick
concerne amans life and honour, and firfte T would
with every oncwhich is challenged into the feeld, to
coafiderthathe which challengeth him, dooth not re-

Ea quire
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quireto fightwith him asa freend,but as an enemye,
and that he is not to thinke any otherwife of his minde
but as full of rancoir-and malice towards him: sehere-
fore wlven you i}y ss¢ with weapons in his hand that
will needes fihce with you, alttough heewere:your
freend or kinicman, take himforanencmye, and tuft
himnotfro.v great freend orhow nigh efkin foeuer
he be,for theinconueniencethat say grow:therby; is
feene in many. hiftories both ancientand moderne.
Butwhenyou festhe naked blide orweapon,confider
that it meancs rediéife of wrong, fultice,and reuenget
and therefore if he be your freend that will needs fight
withyou,youmayetell himthatyou haue giuen him
no caufcynor cfred anywrong;and ifany other baue
made any fallerepart;& thathe is to prone and iuftifie
it that foryourfelfe, if by chaunce without your
knowledgeyowhaue offended him,that you areready
with rezfon tofatisfie himand make:amendes. Butif
they be matrersthattouch yourhonour: and that {ou
beecompelled to acceptiof the combat;doo the beft
youczn wwhen you haue your weapon: in your hand,
andconfiderthat fightesare cangerous,and you know
notthe minde and purpofe of your enemye;whome if
yauthould chaunce to [pareyafierwards peraducnture
hemay killyouorput youindager of your life;efpect-

allywhen youvle tiemandritaarright blowes: forif
hebe cithera man.skilfll.ar his-weapon; orfieree or
furious,he may peraduenturedao that toyou, which
you would notdéo, (whenyou might) to him. Wher-
fore.if heebee yourfiiend goenotyith him into the
fielde,butifyou go, doe your beft, becaule itfeemeth
chuldifhrefaie;l will go and Aglit,but Isvillfparcand £

uour
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nouthim. Forif you wete the valiaunteft man in the
world,and had nominde: to doo him anie harme, yat
whenyou fcathe futie andmalice of yourenemie,you
Mallbe forced,as itwere;to doo that your thotighit not
todoo,for which youmay peraduenture-be forie,and
difquicted inmind as long as.your Liue;aswell inrefpedt
of trieridfhip;if youkill your friend; as for thepuniilh-
ment which the laweswill infliék and Yaie vppon you,
whetheritbeelofle of goods;, imprifoment ;or deatlt.
Andon the othierfide;ifyoube {laine or wounded;itfs
no excule for youto faic afterward, that you: faucured
him & did narfa much as youmight, for.infuch a cafe
tuetic man-willthinke as hefift: fo thatifyourenemie
wete the moft cowardandbalé man thatmightbee,yet
he fhallbeecounred the more valiauntand brane man,
Thereforeifit happenihat fome friend of yourshatha

varrellagainftyou,tell himthat yeu williothaveany
thing to doo with him:and fightwithyour enemie,nat
with your fricnd: néithér accounthim your friend that
will fight with you:well you may behis friend,butyou
thill inde him tobeyour eneiriie, Therefore whenfo-
cueryou (eeanie mandrawe vpon you,ftaienot varill
hee doo his pleafure,and trathim not,for hee hath not
his weapon drawen to no purpofe : andif in thac forre
he will taike of the matter with yon; caufe him to ftand
aloofeoff,and fole him fpeake : for.ofthe inconaeni-
encethat hathigrowen thereby wee-hage manvexam-.
ples;as I will thew you more atlargeby andby.Iwould
withthat cacrie one fhould beware tooffendany'man
eitherih wordesor decdés, and i you haue offered of-
fence fecke tomake amends,as 4 ciuill and honefi midn
thould,and {i:ffer not the matter to grow:tofuichextse-
E3 thitie
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mitie and iriconuenience, as wee {ee examples cueria
daie,whereby Godis highly difpleafed. And amongft
others I will tell youof an accident which hathhappe.
ned in Padoua,wherel my fclfe was borne, of 2 mafter
of Fence called MuAngelo of Alezza,whomany yerés
brought vp,maintained,and taughta nephew of his,in
fuch fort,that heebecame averie fufficient and skilfulf
man in this art. Which his nephew,whereas by reafon
fhould haue beene louing and faithfull tohim, as tohis
owne father,hauing fo long eaten of his ‘bread, and re.
ceived from him fo many good turnes, efpecially ha-
uing bene broughtvp by him from his childhoodeand
infancie,he did the quitecontrarie, for hisvnckle L a-
geloyetliuing and teaching fchollers, hee openly dyd
teach and plaie with many, and by that meants came
acquainted with many Gentdlémen, {fothatheefetvpa
fchoole of Fénce,and beganne to teach, entifingawaie
many which were fchollers of hisvn ckle 4ngels.A pare
truly verie vile, and of an vokinde vnthankfull man,
Wheréupon.the fayd Angelo complained of thisinfury
and wrong offered by his nephew,toagentleman who
washis {choller and foued him entirely;thewing howe
his nephew had notonely impaired his credite,but de-
frauded him of theaideand helpe which he looked for
at hishands, hauing brought himvp,as Thauefaid,and
efpecially being now growenold. W hich nephew(as
he fayd)in refpe of kinred, bringing vp,and teaching
ofhisarteandskill,was bound to haue fhewed himall
friendthipand curtefie. Heereuppon the Genrleman,
Angelo his {choller,promifed to fecke redrefle,althongh
hee was a friende alfo vato the nephewe of C1ngelo,
And fo, bybadde happe,finding the fayde nephew of

Angely,
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Angels, tolde him that for the wrong offéred to his
mafter and vockle,he would fight with himj,and there.
withall put hande to hisweapon : theother refufed to
fight with him becaufe hee was his friend : bur the
Gentleman tolde him thatif hee woulde not defend
himlclfe hee woulde runne him thorough: as heedyd
in deede, for whileft hee ftoode vppon tearmes; and
wouldnot do his beft to defend himfelfe,heranne him
quite thoroughthebodie. Therefore when aman fees
ani¢ onewith adrawen weapon, let him take care tos
defend himfelfe, becaufe it is nota matter-of friend+
fhippe: But I thinke verily in this man, thar:the iuftice
of God and his owne conftience tooke awaic:alfcous
rage and witof defending himfelfe. And thiswasthe
ende of his vnthankfulnefle , which God would not
Jeauc vopunithed . Andif all vnthankfull and weche-.
rous men were fo ferued afterthe fameforte, Ithinke
there woulde not be found fo many : and truly of-all
vices,! take this vnthankfulnefle tobe one of thegrea-
teftchat is incident to man. Therefore to conclude
this matter, I woulde counfell and aduife euerieonc,
to giue asfmall occafion of offenceanie waie vnto a~
nie asmay be, and efpecially vato his friend, to whom
heeisin anie forte beholding : but when that hee is
forced to laichandeon his weapon,to doe the befthe
can,aswellin refpedt of his credite,as for to faue his
ownelyfe,

L, Verily this example which you haue heere
bronght in,is verie good and neceflarie , aswellto in-
fru&t and teach 2 man notto truft his enimie when
hefecth him comming with his weapon in his handi?s

o
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alfo to warne thefe vnthankfiill men to-bee more true
and faithfull. Buel praie you gofotiard to tell methae
which is behinde concerning this ward.

7.1 willverie willingly; but I praie miflikenotthat
I haue fomewhat digrefled from thematter which wee
were abour,forT haue fpoken thiélé few wotds notwith
out caufe, but now I will go forwarde with that which
remaineth. Therefore I faie; when the mafter andfcol-
ler ftand vpon this ward, and that the point of the fcol-
lersweaponis towardethe fice of the teacher; and the
point otit,hc matters without the bodie ofthefcoller to-
ward theright fide,both of them being vpon this ward,
the {choller muft bee readie and nimble to 1emooue
with his leftfoote,that the point orendethereofbee -
gainft the middeft of his mafters right foot; tarning his
Rapier hand,and that his pointbe in imbrocata:wife 2-
bouehis tesichiersRapiet; and that hisJeft Harid beeto-
ward the ward of his teacher:andletall this be done at
once,by which heanes the fcholler fhall cometo hane
his mafters weapon at commandement,and ifit werein
fighr, his¢nemies,

L.Thisplaie which now you tell me of, me thinkes
is contraric to many other,and Imy felfe haue feen ma,
ny plaie and teach cleane.after anotherfathion, forl
hauefecne themallremoueinarightline,and therfore
you fhall doe mee:a pleafure to tell mee which in
ﬁour opinion,is beft-to vfe,cither the right or circulat

ne.

7. Twilltellyou,whenyou ftand vportthis ward,if
you remoucinarightline; your teacher oryouraduer-
farie may giusyou a ftoccata cither inthebellie or in
the face, Befides, ifyour mafter or youraduerfarie haue

aDagger
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3 Daggerhemay doo the like;hitting you withhis dag-
peecitherinthebelly oron theface,befidesotherharms
which 11ift nottowsite. Andthiercfore _to;procecdc,l
laie,that in my opinion and-iudgement, it-is notgood
tovfctherightline, whereas in remoouing in qrcular-
-sife, you are more fafe from your er.emie,who cannot
Infuch forthurtyou,and i\iou hauchis weaponat coms
mandement:yea although hehad a daggerheecoulde
not dooyou anie harme. .

L.ButIpraieyou tell me whether ph::- mafter may
faue himfelte when the fcholler- makes this remoue vp-
ponhimin circular-wife, withoutbeing hurt.

¥.Whenthe fchollar remoucthwith hisleftfoot,
themaftermuft fteppe backe; but yetinftich forte, that
the lefte foot bebehindethe right, and thathie remoue
tothe right fide,and thallftrike a mandritta at the head
of the fcholler,and whileft the mafter thifteth with his
footeand ttriketh thie mandritta, atthe felfe fametime
muft the [choller bee'with his right foot where thetea-
chers was,being followed with his lefte,and fhall dely-
ueraftoccataor thruft in hismafters belly, turning his
bodic together with hishand on the lefte fide, and lift-
inghis hand on highi, to the end thee mafter may inftri-
king hithis Rapier;and withall fHaltrikeae the teacher,
atwhich time theteacher muft remooue with his right
footealittle afide,followed with hislefte,and fhifting a
litcle with his bodie,fhall beate outwarde the thruftor
foccataof his fcholler, and fhall deliuer animbBroccata
to his {choller,as Thaueolde you béfore in the begin-
ning.

LIpraieyou therefore tell me if there beary other
pointsin this ward,
F 7. With
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v. Withall my heartand therefote [ mufttellyounf
an imbroccatain manner of a ftoccata, which is vegig
oodandexcellent,as well for-practife of: plai¢, 45 for
Eght,but they muftbe moft readic both with hand and
footthatvie it:therefore whenthefcholles thall find his
mafters Rapier in this ward,that it bee helde vprigbtier
toward his face,then the Icholler thall winnegrounda
little with his right foote , beeingmooued foméwhat
afide,and withall let him remoue with his left foot;that
itbe toward the right foot of the teacher;and thatyour
right footbeagainftthe middeft of his left,as L hau faid
before,and in remouing let him turne his Rapier hand,
thatthe pointebee conueighed vader his. mafters wea-
pon,which bcini—donc,prom_pdy and readily his poirit
willbe towards the belly of his mafter, which muft bee
followed with the lefthand, & let the fcholler liftyphis
handto the ward that his fit be fomewhat high,andlet
him take heed thathe loofenot: his point, becaufe:the
teacher may giue him a ftoccataor thruftin the belly or
face,forthathe hathrlofthis time.
L. But I pray you, cannot the teacher then defende
himfelfe?
7.Hemay do thefelf famewhich Iteld youbefore,
when I Tpake of the imbroccata delivered alioue the
Rapier,and certainly this isa veriegood play wheritis
performed with good meafure , and great agilitie and
readines,But befides this,I willnow thew you the man-
riuerfa in this ward, Therfore when'the {clocr fhatfind
his teacher with his point fomewhatat Jength, Hat v is
not towards his face, but towardes his belly, then mut
the {choller with his left hand beasafide:hismaftets ra.
pier,notat the point, butin the ﬂrcng;h,andmiddcﬁ:f
the
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thefveapon,and withall muft remooue with'Hiis lefe
foot,both which muft be done avonce:andletthe fame
footbe againft the right footot the mafter,as he did be-
forc in the foine or imbrotcata, deliuered aboue and
vnderthe rapier:and the teacherat the fametimemuft
doothelike,remoouing with his right footé;asThaue
faydbefore. And asthe {choller remoues and beites a-
fidethe weapon,let his left hand befodainly vppon the
wardofhis teacher,, and in giuing the fayderiverfaor
croffe blowe; ler the fcholler skilfully turnie his Rapier
hand,that the knuckle or ioynt may betowardthichead
of thetcacher,for otherwife he may giue him'a flicing
or cutting blow,which we call Stramazone:thereforelet
him performe thofethings skilfully and at"once, and e-
fpecally let him beware that he doo notbeateafidehis
teachersweapon toward the point, becaufé he fhoulde
beindangerto receiucathruftor floccataeitherinthe
ficepr belly. Befides, the fcholler,fo that he find his teg-
cherinthe fame ward, that his Rapier bee fomewhat at
length, & notdire&ly vpon the face, may ftrike thefaid
siverfaor-crofle bloweat his legs:butbeating afidetlie
Rapier with his hande muft: bee done readily ;and-hee
multremoue with his handein fuch forte, that his Ra-

ierwhen thelefte handbeatés it by,may be betweene
ﬁ‘is owne hand and his teachers weapon : 2nd with this
readine{le muft hee firike this-riuerfo,but withall, his
lefie hand muft bee vppon the iwarde: of his veacher.
L. Buttell mee I prai¢ you,is it not all oneif I take
hold of the arme of my teacher or aduetfarie,in fted

oflaying my hande vppon his warde.
¥.No indecde, for if your enémie were skilfull in
thisart,whileftyou catch him by the hand ot arme;, hee
F 2 might
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mightwith-his lefte hand feize vpon his weapon &pm
youindangerof yourlife. So.that -you muft rake heed
to haue alladuantage of yourenemie.thathee may it
inanie{ortdoyouanicharme:in dooing of which,you
thallalwajes betogoodforhim.

L. Butzell meof friendthip,if youtake this wardte
begood,as wellforthe field asthefchoole.
¥, Thisward whichI haue thewedyou, in myopi-
nion,isverie profitable to bectaughe, becaufe it breeds
aiudgementofthe time,and aréadinefle and. nimible
neflcaswell of the hand asthie foote, together withithe
body:and fromthis you come prepared to leamncother
wards with more facilitie;and to hauca greater infight
andvnderftanding iri many things,{o thatfor many re-
{peds it is verie commodious,good, & neceffaric,Now
alfo for fight,this wardis veric good to bee vnderfto
andtobee fullye had and learned- with beeing m
practifed therein, and mdd. 'verie-readie as well- wyth
the handas the foote withoutloofing anic time: andfo
much the rather for that we {ee:-many Nationsv{e this
ward in fight verie much, efpecially withthe finglers-
picer,both Italians,French-men,Spaniards,8 Almancs,
Wherfore F.aduife cuery one to fecke:tovnderftandit,
learneit, and acquaint himfelfe with it thathcemay
come'to that readinefle and knowledge to dooaliat
orice,without makinganie faultor falfe pointin thefaid
ward:by reafonof many incomueniences which have
chaunced,and which daily chance,which I will fpeake
of whentime ferueth: ‘but in the meatie whilewewil
o forward with thisfecond ward,in:which the fchok
er thall Jearneto giuethe floccataandimbroccata,
L. 1 thinké my felfe very fortunate that it isoyhap
to
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w finde youat thistime,in fo pleafadt and conuenient
splace,where we may paffc thetimeinfomedifcoutfe
vnder the fhade of thefe delightfull trees,and therefote
according to your promife,I prayethewe me your fe-
cond ward,which I fhall be attentiue to marke,

7. M Lake; if dll men werelouets of vertueas your
felfe is,thefe things would be helde in greater acconnt,
butthorough the loue of vices, wherewith men ate ca-
ricd away,theyarclitderegarded,wherefore Iwildoo -
my beft endeuourto inftru@ youandall other-that are
louers of vertue,imparting vntoxheny thatknoWwledge
which God hath giucnme. Thetcforeforyour bietexr
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vaderftanding, Lwill fir(tfhew you hiow thig warde.is
good,either tooffend or defend; andicheefclyo with
thefingle Siyourde and the gloue,which ismaftinvie
among Gentlemrrn;and theteforeIaduife you andall
other tolearnatodbreak thethruftes with-the left band,
bothftoccatadrandinmibroccatesjasLpyrpofeta fifewe

ou.
Y L;Butl praye you tell e} is it not better tobreake
with the Swoorde; thén with the 'band? for {me thin-
keth)it houldbe dangerous ot hurting the hand.

7. Lwilltell you,thisweapon qatitbee: vied awith.a
gloue;andif n&namﬂaoﬂlﬂ.ﬁmjﬂ!ugxmglouc,- it weve
betterto hazard a lile hurt of the hand, thereby tobe-
cqmme nmaifter of hiserrenies Swastde, then to treke
withihe fwoord,and fo giuchis enemy theaduantage
ofhim.

Moreouer, hauing the vie of your lefte hand,
and wearing a gantlet or gloueof maile, yout enemy

fhallno {Goner make a thruft, butyou fhalbe readyeto

catch hisfwoordefaft,and fo commaund him at your
pleafure:wherfore I with you notto defend any thruft
with thefivoorde; becaufe in fo dooing you loofe the
point. Y od i by
L.But] pray you,is itnot good fometimes to put
athroft wit}l’i tlzrcy{woord?" € d
v.Iwilltell youwhenitis good-te vie: the fwoord:
butnow willtell §ou how to vfeyour hand in that
cafe, and checfelye in this warde wherewith I will
beginne, 7 ‘
Therefore if the-maifter defire to make a good
{choller;let himbrgin in this forte, caufihg his {cholar
to place his right fepge formotte, a little bcnd’:;eg
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theknge, & that the- hetle-of histighzfoote fand iu
againfchemidt of his leftfoote, didkifnp tiisfwoord
hand elofe on theroutlide of his Highvknee ; with his
fwoordecheldé in fhorte, léaﬂ%is’"adﬂtr%}@‘é- {lhb'iﬂ'd

ae the fame; euer kéepingthe poynte difeéilyeon
ngr?f‘acc or b‘clfy’c of his%;cgmyd, and themantmm
difpofe offhim felfe:in thefame manndryas well with
bisfoote as with hiis poyriti , _ 7
Moreoutr; you rtuit obferue. foft diftance;which
s, when cithier of you ftand infuch place; that ftep-
ping forward aliule;you maye teuchic.oneranother,
and:then the: maifter thalt makeaftoccatate his fehul-
kr, gaing:afide: fomawhaowitbhis vighy lege¥, and
foﬁowingwilhzth‘wother-iﬁmnmfo?t"o‘ldicita} retho-
tontowardethe [cfte fide of hisifcholler: and foliee
maye hauve the aduiuntage if heetakeit, within di-
Bance; and the fcholler fhall renroughis right degge
incounter-tima, afterche fameordezeliat his atiifter
doath,anfivering him witlra ftoccatatothe belly: but
heemufttake:heede:not fo remoue too: much afide,
otretire toofirrebackewarde, for fothe:one fhall ne.
vet hitteyand the 'otherthallnener learne,
Moreouenhee suft bewareoFcomming too much
whthitbhis it diffancé,becauleithohitltis aduerfity,
beemay bee hitteagaine by -hisaduerfarye s wherfbre
I will teicbe you:haw: to:offend :and: defend in: the
fame time. As the Scholler parteth in:Re counter
tmow, hee mu_mthe fameinftanechreske the floc-
cau with his lefie hande, 2nd- jaunfwere againe
withanther:isdlfa the Maifler to: make his. {cHoller
vicke and: readye., fhall vie:to 2onfwere him in
fame time:thathisfcholler deliuereth his foccata,

going
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goingafide with histight legge;.and following with
the othertowardthe Jefthand ofhis fchollerhiaking
the faide ftocgatawith hislefte hand,ahd (hall aimietha
imbrocataat his face; andthe fchollen muft. paug:alfo
with hisrightfootetaward ithe lbftg fide-af his maifber
circulatlye,beating thethruft with hisletee band ont.
ward towardthelefefide;and, thep: be thallin like fore
makean imbrocata to the face of hismiaiter, -dnd'the
maifter parting agalne:withi. his. right foote. afide'to-
ward thelefthand; breaking thefaide imbrocatawith
hislefteiande,fhall thrufta fRoccasa, as faide hefare,
tothe belly of his&choller;and thefthollerin thefame
inftant (hall parte withia-cournter-time with- his right
footeafide towards the lefte: hand.of:his maiftery beess
king it with hislefthand downward, and.thallmakea
ftoccataagaineto his mafter,and the maifter sherwith.
all thall retire 2 little with his body, breaking the.faids
ftoccara outward toward his right fide,parting witlrhis
right foote backwardto theleft handiand thall ardfwer
with a puntariuerfa,to the head of his{choller, where-
withallhe fhall partefodenlye,itépping forward with
his leftlegge heforehis rightgturning his pointquicld
t¢ thebelly of his maifter,bearingvp thc_daggcnham{
that hebe nothitte inthe facewith-a river{o;and o hs
thalbe well garded: then themaifterthall parte with his
rightleg, offeririg him aftraight ftoccata to the head,
asinthefirftward,

L.But I pray youwhydoo youvie{d manyftoces-
tacs and imbroccataes#:

V. Becaufethey may learne the iuftdme:and mes-
fure,a0d makethefoote, hand-and body readily agree
together, and vnderftandthe way: to giue the occa:t;
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andimbroccata right: {o that thefe principles are very
neceflarye,and willferue for theRapier and Dagger,
therefore whofoeuer will make a perfe@ {choller, let
him thew the principles in this warde.

L.Iperceiue very well that thefe things whichyou
bavefpoken of, areto be doon with greatagility and
quicknes, bue efpecially by the maifter,if he entend to
makea péifect fcholler,becaufe the maifter often put-
teth him felfin danger, and the fcholler regardethhim
not,neither is his hand firme:and therefore the maifter
muft be refpeiuctwo waies:in faninghim felfe, and
nothurting his {choller ¢ but (I praye you)are thefe
thinges 25 good in figh, as neceflary to be pratiifed?

7. Thauetaught youalready how to place your felf
inthis ward,with the iuft ditance and timé¢ belonging
thereunto, _

L.But1 pray you inftru& me a litele further concer-
ning time,

7. Asfoone as your Rapier isdrawne,put your fclfe
r'rcfcndyin garde,feeking the aduantage, and goe not
eaping,but while you change from one ward to ano-
ther,be fure to.be outof diftance,by retiringalittle,be-
caufe if your enemy be skilfull,hee may offend you in
the ameinftant. Andnote this well; thatto feck toof
fend,beingout of meaftire;and not in due time, is very
dangerous : whereforeas I tolde you before, hauing
putyour felfein garde, and chargingyounraduerfarye,
uke heedhow you go-abeut, andthat your right foot
beformoft, ftealing theaduantage by little & little; ca~
rying your leftelegge behinde, withi your poynt with-
inthe poynte of your enemiesfwoord,and {o finding
theaduantage in ume and meafure, makeaftoccata to

the
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thebelly or face of your. enemy,as you fhall findé him
vogarded.

L. Are there many fortes oftimes? -

7. Many areof diucts opinions in thatpointe,fome
hold that there are foure times,otherfiue,and foméfix,
and for mincowne rpartc,lf thinke therc are manytimes
netrequifite to be fpoken of; therfore When youfinde
your-encmyein the time and meafire: befote taugh,
then offer the ttoccata, for that s the time when your
cnemie. will charge yon-in aduancing his foot, and
when heoffereth a dire& ftoccata,infifting or mouing
his hand,then isthe time ; but if hee vwillphaké 2 punta
riuerfa within meafure, paffe forward with-your kefte
foote, and turne your pointe withall;-and that isthe
time: if he putan inibroccatavnto you,,-anfwere him
withaftoccata to the face, turningalittle your bodye
towardthe right fide,accompani¢d with yolr. poynt,
making a halfeincartata: if heeftrike or thruftat youe
legge, carrye the famea lirtle afide circular-wife, and
thruft a floccatato his face, and that is youriuft time:
andif he offeryou a Stramazone to the head,you muft
beareitwithyourfwoord, paffingforward with your
lefte legge,and turning wel your hand; that your.point
maye goin manner 'o%-an imbroccata ;, accompanied
with your left hand,fo that your poynt refpect the bel-
lyeofyouraduerfary, and break this alwaies withthe

ointofyour fword,forof all floccataes,riuerfaes,and
tramazones, I finde it the moft dangerons. Andres
member, that whilfte your enemy ftriketh His madrit-
ta,you.deliuer a thruft or ftoccata to-his face, for the
auoiding of which, hee muft needes fhrinke. backe,
otherwifchee jsflaine:and how little fo. euer your.enc-
mie

9 U
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myis wounded in the face, heis halte vndoneand van-
quithed,whetherby chaunceit fall outthatthe blood
coucrandhinder hisfight,or thatthe wound be mor-
tall,as moftin that parte are:and jtisan eafic matterto
one which knowes this play,to hit the face, although
cuery one vnderftands northisaduantage. And inany
there are which haue practifed and doe pracife fence,
and which haueto deale with thofe which.vnderftand
thefe kinde of thruftes or ftoccataes , and yetcannot
learn to vie them, vnles thefe fecrets be thewed them.
Becaufe thefe marters are for fight and combat, notfor

lay or practife:but Iwil come back wherel left. Ther-
Forc, whenyor renemye makethas though he would
frikeat your head, butindeed firikethatyourlegges,
loofe not that oportunity,but cither in the falfe proffer
thathe makes, hithim,or carry your foota litdeafide,
that his blow may hit the ground. So when you deale
with thofe which thruft their pointes downeward, ac
the fame time frike you at the face:and whenyou find
the pointof yourenemies weapon on high, get your
point within his, and whenyou haue gotten this ad-
vantage,immediadly giue him a ftoccata orthruft, or
clfeletitbea halfeincartata: and take heedwhenyou
deliveryour ftoccata,that you come not forward with
bothyourfeerbecaufe if he be skilfullat his weapon,
hemay meeteyou with: counter-time, andput yowin
danger of your life;and therfore fecke to: carrye-youe
right foot together wichyour hand, being 2 littlefol-
lowed with yourleftfoote.

Morcouer,when you finde that your enemy holds
downe his pointc, and his hand alofte, fecke to ftand
well vpon your garde, thatyourhandbee ready with

Ga your
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yourrightknee fomewhat bending towards your ene-
my,and your body foraewhat leaning on the lefe fide,
becaufeif your enemye would giue you a thruft o
floccata, heefhould comeagreatdeale thorte of rea-
ching your bellye withhis poynte, and efpeciallyehe
wanting thatknowledge, which thofe haue whoare
furnifhed with therightskill of this gree. Whereforeif
hegiue you a ftoccata or thruftinthe bellye, youmut
beat it down with yourleft hand, outward from yous
leftefide, and withallyou maye giue hima ftoccataot
thruft eicherinthebellye or theface: and ifheemake
afoyne or imbroccatato your face aboue yourhead,
you muft be nimble with it,and may beateitafide with
your hand,theinfide outwward toward your left fide,
or elfe without beating it by, deliuer hima halfe incar-
tata withyour poynt,which muft be within his,and let
itbe towards his bellye, o thatall thefe be doone with
meafureand time, Butifyou finde your enemye with
hispoynt downe, you muft ftand vponalowe warde,
anfgam'e yourbody very wellleaningvpon thelefte
fide,and whenyouhaue gothim within your propor-
tion, you may giue hima ftoccata or thruft, eitherin
thebellyor the face, and you are fafefromhis pointe:
for if he will make a floccatato you,if you haucskill to
beate it afide with your hand, & to aniwere him again,

oumuft needes hit him.And if he giuea foineorim-
roccata, you mayreach him theincartata,as before 1
haue toldeyon,

L. Youhaue done meagreatpleafure, and Iknow
itwill ftand me in great fteedif I fhould haue occafion
to fight, toknowethefe times and proportions,which
areto be obferued : but I pray you tel meif one, ﬂ:;)iﬁ

skilfu
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skilfull andvaliant thould affaile me,whether this ward
be %:od tobevied infight,orelfe whether I alfofhould
frikeand anfwere him with the fime?

¥ Xfyou will doasIwill aduifeyou, I faie itisverie
good cither to affaile anie, or to tarrie and watch your
aduantage,if you haue skill to ftand vponit, &to cirrie
your foot, hand ind bodic together, holding yotr Ra-
plerthort, and that your point bee towarde the face of
yout enemie, Forif yout enemichaueskill in fence,and
thould not finde you toftand furely yponyout gard in
thisaffaule, he mighitdeliuéra ftraight ftoccara to your
face,not purpofing fully to hithim,whichif youfhould
breake with your Rapier,he mightput his vaderyours,
comming forward afide toward yout tight hande, and
might giue youaftoceata in the face . Moreouer, pue-
ting the cafe that your aduerfatie weteskilfull and cun-
mingin fight,and you not much acquainted therewith,
if hefhould not find youvpon a fure watd, he himfelfe
beingin proportion,and finding your pointé without
his belly,he might reach you aftoceata in the belly, or
an halfe incartata,efpecially ifh¢ know In fighthow to
viehisbodie. o _

Befides,in thefe dffaaltes, when hie is without your
rightfide with his right foot, hee mightoffer a ftoccata
from the outfide of yout weapoti, and if you breake it
witnyour Rapier, Hee may pull his poirie vhder yours,
and withall remoue coward yourleftfide with his right
foot,and gine you aftoccatajin the belly, turning skil-
fully his Rapicrhand,fo thavhis fitt bee toward his left
fide. Alfo if you fliould delitrer a floc¢cata to your ene-
mic,andthathe fliould breake it with his Rapier,imme-.
diady you might remouc¢ with your léfte foot,your Iefe

G 3 band,



Vincentia Saviiolo s Pratlife.
hand,waitingonthe weapon of your¢nemie,and giue
him animbroccataor foine vaderor aboue his Rapier,
and may bee mafter of his weapon. Butif your encmie
ftrike 2 mandritea atthelegges, if you ftrike it by with
your weapon,tic may giue. youa venew cither by ftoc-
cataor imbraccata. Therefore it is-not good for anie
man to victhefethings prefcribed,becaufe,asI haueal-
readie fayd,he had ncedto vnderftand well histimes &
proportions,and toknow howe with skill to fhifteand
moue his bodie,& to be readic and nimble as well with
his foot as hand,otherwife,by his owhemeanes he may
bewounded or{laine ; fothat he had needto beeverie
cunning and perfectinthefe matters,wherevpon many
good mafters do practife their {cliollers in thefe affalts
tomake them readie. ButIwill let them paffe, and will
fatisfie you concerning theskil of this ward,which you
haue required toknow..1 hereforel faie,when you hal
ftand vpon this ward,and that you be affailed and fette
vpon,kecp your point fhort,thatyour enemie may not
finde it with his,and]ook that you be readie with your
hand,and ifhe makefuch a falfe proffer as T fpake ofbe-
fore,youbeing in the fame ward &in proportion, may
with great readines put aftoccata to his face, fhifting
fodainly with your left foot,being alittlefolowed with
theright,and that fodainly your Rapier hand be draw-
enbacke. Butifhe fhoulde giuc aftoccata toyour face
withfulforce from your apierfide outward,youmaya
litle fhrink with your bodie &beat bis point with your
hand outward from your rightfide toward yourwea-
on,& withallyou may ftrike 2 rinerfa. Furthermore,if
l};c fhould pulhis rapier withinat the fameinftant, to be
more fure,you mult carsic yourright foot alitde aﬁd;

towar
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rowardTiis left hand,and with preac readities of coun-
tertime youmuft put a thruftor ftoceatd to his face, tur-
ning your hahd moftinimbly’.So alfoinfuchlike affalts
ifyourenemie fhuld come to ftrike down right blows
ot riverfi,do as T hauetold youbefot¢:in mouing your
hand with great readinefle, and finding yourtime and
proportion,Wherefore T hold this VWard tobee verie
good as wellto affaile;as for totarrié and 'warchi fot 2n
aduauntage: And youmuftelpécially. take’heede thae
youput notyour felfein danger,becaufe ifyourenemy
fhould findeyou without yourfword atlength,béeing
nimble & firong, friking vponyout weapon, e might
make 2paffage with greatgfpeede; anditmake himfelfe
mafteras well of you as of your weapon;and putyou
in daunger of your life, ~ Whereas contrary-wife,
when you doo hboldeyour Rapier fhotte, as'I-Haue
tolde you, and'thar yottr pointe istowardestiisface,
you make him affaidegfpecially when hee comesfor-
ward withhis hand and'bodie to finde your weapon
withhi$,he muft heedes come*fo fatté that you maye
eafily hurthim without being T“"F??BCﬁdCS. all this; if
yourenemy {Rould come to'delinera ftoccataTmbroc-
cata,mandritea,ot rinerfa, you hauegteat aduauntage,
for hee capnot {b readily'ftrike; nor with fuch furcticas
youmay.. . o ,

L.But] prayyoutel me this,ifminé enemie fhould
charge me with his weapon at length, as putti’ng forth
h}?{f hié weapot in hi$ ward;muft T anfwere himwith
thelike~ .

¥.Thiswarde truely jsverie good againft all othes
wardsinmy opinion , efpgcially ‘if youknewe haweto
chargeyourenemy; &cto findtime & proporti todtrike
knowing
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knowing how to turne and fhift your bodie aswellon
the on_c%dcjas the other,and vnderftanding the skill of
fight,and beeing moft pimble, you may aunfivere him
withit. But yet] would haue you ta markeand confi-
der well in what forte your enemie behayeth himfelfe,
and howe hee holdeth the pointe of his weapan;: if
that you finde him holding: his pointe alofte, thatit
beeaboue yqurs, when thatyon belde. it right againft
his face,youmyft feeke to winne grounde ﬁi’tdc wyth
yourright foote before you remaoue,and your hande
muftbenimbleandreadie, & atthat veric inftant make
three tithes with yourfeet at once,mouing alitele with
yourrightfoat,a litle withyourleft; and againe alittle
withyourright, But this muft proceed fromvery great
skill and knowledge,for if your left foot tarrie behind,
hemaygiucyqua pricke in the faccor in thebelly,ora
cut?on'théléggcs,.:whgrdor.c youmuft o ¢ome fore
ward with yourrightfoore atonce, that you may haue
the weapon of your enemic with your hand, andyour
point towards his belly. Sothatasyou fee,many & ve-
rie many things may be performed by this ward, if,as1
haue fayd,onebe skilfull and nimble, Bue this Iwould
aduifeyou,whenyou wonld make thefe paffages,or put
your weapon yader your.enemies, that youdac them
notin vaine nor without fome 2duauntage, Thereare
many which oftentimesby chance and hap,doe many
things in fight,of whichifa man fhoulde aske thema
reafon,they themfeluesknow.not how they haue done
them. Andfometimes men verie fufficient andskilfull
attheir weapon,are hure, citherby their euill fortune,
thatthey fuffer themfelues to be¢ carried awaic and o
uermaftered too much withcholerand ragc,oxidfcdf)'or

at
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thatthey make no account of their eneinie. N3 herefore
aswellin this ward asin the other, take. heede:

fuffcr not your {elfe to beeblinded -and: carried.awaie
with ragpand furies .

L. ] perieipeveticwell thasttiefecrets of thisnoble
anteareverie grear& that with greavtrauciland paines
amanmuft come: 1o the knowledge. andiskill both:to
rightly ynderftande: and -pradife: it for:otherwifed
fee, thag by yeri¢ fmall errour 2 man:comes indhunger
of lﬁalifc,i}u I-praie youin{tinétmeddbmwhatfarther,
ssifavetis prefent I wereto:vndertake a icombat:with
fome valiaunt man indefenceofimy; credite and my

7.Intruth the fecreteswhichare in like fightesare
fuch,thatynleflc.one hauda skilfull maninthisfience
winftru@ biny,and thatlouds him,hefhalbneudroome
tothe righ.t;vndexﬁandidg\pf&htm:ﬂ:‘hcrcmrc;n_mmzic
which will thinke they knowaiinough; butmoft cond-
monly are deccined ; ‘and-others:there areawliichi:the
mafter orreacherioues,and thewesthem faithfnllienatl
thathe can,and yet they can ricuer. dome torinit grtate
matterinthis fcigncey buttheysvho areiiamed of ma-
wreas itwere,hoth in relpect of abiilities afibodie and
minde fit to learne this arte,if they vie the help of gskil-
full teacher,cometo great perfection..And thefe abili-
tiesare the gifts of God and ngtixee;whierbfore asino-
thers, {oin this worthie arteyoufhiall finde fomemyre
aptthanothers,and efpeciallieto giuea righethmuftor
ftoccata,which is the chiefeft matter of all, Forallche
skil of this art m cffeismothing buta floccata: where-
foreifyouthall haue occafion tofight,I could wifh?'du
to pratile this fhort ward, and IEIQ ftand furcivpon itk
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eofeekeyour adusuntage witls tirine; whicliwhen you
hanefound,giue the ffoteata withall, foméwhat 'moo-
uingyour right foot;and ac the me inftanit draw back
your left, & let yourr:})icr with yotir bodie- thift vpon
theleft fide;becauleif yourenemy becunnis 'ucm;}y
fodainlyaunfivereryou with a: theuft; apd beatedfide
youz:weipohzrand thercforeif your iihde; b giue
right floccatathere.is no athérwaiéto fae your felfe
from harme; Butifyour enemie bee cunning and skil-
fullnenerftand sbout giving anyfoifie orimbroteats,
butthidthroftorfloccataalone, rieitheir it alfs, vnlefle
i‘mu be finctohichiin:fufferyour eadridto-doowWiist

elitt,onelyftandyouvpon a fure wward,and when you
finde opportunitie:and tinve, dcliuet thi¢ fioeéata, and
fhifiwith.youcfoot. And thisalloyoumuft marke,that
{ometimes it is good to.gine the Toceata to the right
fidewhichmultbeedoohe when your cnemies tight
ootiS oner againftyoursy and fomctimes to thelefte
fidéiWhereforewhen you will deliver x ftdccata to
theright fide,{ec shatyou go novafide with your foot,
bus giuc thethrufand thénthifte backward with your
left foor;asalfo whenyou delinef your floccita tothe
lefi fide;yowmuft hifcafide with Y ourright footThele
thingsmuft beknowen & much praifed, But iyour
enemie vie amandritts or riterfa, you Haune had inftre
&ionsalrcadyhowtobehaneyour [clfé: There are me-
ny otherfecrersofthisward which canniot beveriteen
norbeimade phaineot fufficlendy expreffd @ bew v
derftoods. Andrhatitis (8;many Geatdemen-can wit
nes;whoalthouglrtey hatd (eeneme doo,y £t coulde
neithervhiderftand no praélife thein vatill tharThiows
od.themthewaic; and thes with muchadoo and vetie
hardly,

Tbﬁ‘ﬁ lﬂ Eﬁd’@b .

tardly. Therefore 1 thinke I hauc fpoken ihough con.
cerning this ward : and if you can perfourmeallthatd
hauctolde you,it will fuffice,& this-our difcourlc may
ﬂaﬁxrc many, which take delight to vnderftand and

ame thefe things : butif theywill repaire to the tea-
chersof the arte, they fhal betterand morefully vader-
fandand conceiuc of all,becaufeboth knowledgeand
peadtife s required.

L.1would thinke.my felfe happic,Mafter Fincent,
if 1 coulde remember and perfourme all' whigh you
fo courteouflic hauc imparted vnto mee okehe fors
mer fight, and as farre as I maic., I wyll doomy
diligence topradtife that which youw haue taught, bue
hauing foundyou thus friendlie and readieto hew me
whatfamour youmay,Tamr¢mboldnedio troublzyou
farther,and your curtefie hath incteafed my longing:&
defire o know more in this mitterjand theifore I praie

make mevnderftand the otherkind of fighewhich

cr?forc you haue tolde me of;and you caltitPunta

tiverfa.
v.lhauealredie thewedyou of whatimportancede
profitthetwo formerwardes are, as well for.exercifc of
plite,asfot combat & fight; ifaman will vndertand 8¢
pradtife them. Now alfo perceiuing you fo defirousto
Sofomard,l willnot faile inanie parttomakeyou vn-
erftand the excellencieof this third warde,which not-
with(tandingisquite cStraricto the othertwoBecaufe
that in thisyou muft fland with your feet cu€together,
ssifyon were readle to fit down,arid your tapier hand
muft beewithinyourknee,and yout point againft the
fceofyour enemie ¢ andifyourenemie put himfelfe
vpon the fame ward;youmayglue aftoccataatlength
3 be-
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betweenehis rapier and his arme , which fhall beebeft
performed& reach farthieft, if you thift with yourfoot
ontherightfide. Moreouer,ifyou would dé]iueralc:ﬁ
ftoccata, and haue perceiuéd that your encmic wo

fhrinkeawaie,youmay, ifyou lift, at that verie inftant
giue ithim,or remoue with your right foor a little back
towatd hisleft fide,and bearing backe yourbodie; that
his peinr may mifle yourbellie,you maie prefentichit
himon thebreft with your hand or on the face ariuer-
fo,oronthelegs:butif your enemie wouldat that time
frechis point to giueyouanimbroceata,you maytura
your bodievpon yoursight knee, fathat ﬂmﬁidgmc;g
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bend toward the sight fide, & fhifting with your body
litde,keepe your left hand seady vpon afoddaine to
finde the weapon of your enemie ;and by this meanes
you may giue himapunta riverfag ftoccata,oratiuer.
,to his legs.But to perform thefe maters,youmuft be
imble of body & much practifed:for although aman
haue thesldll,& vndetftand the whole circuniftirice of
this play,yetifhehaue not taken paines to geran vie
andreadines therein by excrcife,(asin all otherartes
the {peculation without practifé isimperfe&) fointhis,
when he commeth to performance, hice fhall percee
his want,and put hislife inhazardandieopatdie.
L.Buttell-me I pray you;if my chemy fhould firfte.
telke atme,hiow may I deferiamy felfe?
7.Ifyourenemy be firft to firike atyou,and ifarchat
inftant you would make himra saffaed ortéimoune,itbe-
houeth'you tobevery readywich your feet and hand,
ind beeing topaflé-or- enter; youmifte tike Ticede
whenhiee offercth aftoccata, thatyoun doo riot putit a-
fide with yout weapon,becaufeif heefhould finde you-
ingood time and meafure, you could norforeadilye:
putitby , ashe¢flivuld beteadye to-giverit you. Bue
when thathee offereththefaide floceati, be readye to
metheknuckle of your hand towardyoursight fide,
mdletyour point be rightvpon thebeilie of yourene~
mic,and leryour left foote accompanie it ity (tch forte,
tharthepointe thercofbcag:inﬁftb'c‘ri%m ootofyour
enemi2 andler yout right foot follow the left, that the
middeftthereofbe fhraight againftthe heele of your
lefie;the one being-diftant from thee other;halfe a pace;,
tharyoumay fland morefure vpon yourfeete, andbe
moreredy to perform af things whichi fhalberequired.
H3 L.
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L.Buttclime1 praie you, whetherthis warde may
ferue me to any other purpofe, then for this ftoccata,

7.1fyoumindeto deliucra ftoccatalike to thebe-
fore mentioncd,you muft winground withyour right
foot,toward the right {ide of your enemie, andas you
finde the fimeand mealute, giuehinvaftoccatacither
in the belly arin the face,and if your enemie {hrinkat
that time thatyou deliuer your ftoccata, it fands vpon
you tobe moft readye and nimble, fhifting with your
bodie and sveapon, and fomewhat with your right
foote,a little afide towards the right fide of yourene-
mie, turningreadilic yourbodic and kncevpoa:your
right fide,fo that yourenemic himfelfe fhal come with
his bodic vpon your pointe; and the more furious he
commeth,the greaterdanger fhallhe incurre, becavfe
he canriat helpenorsecouer himfelfei. But remember
tothruftalwaiesat the face,if you may, tor therby you
fhall the beteer fauc yous felie,and hauc the greaies
aduahtage. Morcoucr, if yanrenemie thould make 8
falfe proffer, ordeliucralitle ffoccata, to-theendeto
procure you toanfwere him, that prefently-hee might
makeyouapaffata orremoue; ifyoube in good pro-
portion and meafure; if hethru(t atyon,anfiyere him,
and if you will you may giue it himfull and home, ot
fomewhatfcantand with greatagilitie;whilefthe ma.
keth'his paffata or remoue,turn readieyourbodie with
yourknee, but yetvponthe right fide,and take heede
youfhift noewith your fecte atthis.time, but onclie
turne your bodie,as-Thauctolde you, otherwife you
fhould be in dangerof your life,how litdefocuer
thrincke backe$ and therefore Iaduife you-tobeware
that.you goc not beyonde thatwhich I haue taught

you
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you-Morouer,ifyou can winground on the right fide
ofyour enemic,and become mafter ofhisfword, you
need not thrufta ftoccata,but rather pafle on him with
your pointaboue his fword,turning wel yourhand'as
inan imbroccata,or elfe giug hitraftoccataby a finc-
wre, vaderhis fwoord hand,which isfooner done; re-
membringgo pafie forward with yourleft foot toward
hisright,and {olet yourrightfootfollow your left:bur
bewareinany cafe that you neuer -paffe direétly vpon
Four enemy, for endangering yout life. Ifyour aduer-
ary thruft dire&ly to yourface within meafure,anfiver
him with 2ftoccata, in the fametimethathelifieth vp
hishande, but ifyoubet out of diftance, anfwerenot,
fot thenyou put your f¢lfe in daniger. And when your
enemicofféreth aftramazone orback blowe,recetueic
onyout fwordvery readilie, turning your pointe, and

ihgIpeedly with- yourleft Jegge;as before taughe:
utifhemake 2 puntariuerfz; breake it with your lefte
handtowardyour right fide, and giue hiin another:
andif he vie any finGurcor fale thraftanfwerbim not.
Nowif your enemichold hisfirord 'ont'at‘length_, and
m per¢eiuchis poifite to beanie; whit withigt your
ie,efpeciallie on theleftfide;you muft charge him,
being readie with your leftehand, fo that finding his
ﬁoint anywhit high,you fhal falftfie with’vour fivord
andvndet his Swoprde; Paﬁih%fo'mrdvvhh your
lefte foote it thefame inftant il fSlowing your ene-
mie'withoutretiring , fox-fbwu-lhaﬂtbc'commzm\o
der of his Stvovrd,and may vie himat your-pleafure:
but rémember tobevery'redy,foryou muft make but
ontime, & ta%?c’.'ngQ& heedt :uycul'ﬁz‘ig.1 notftitin do-
g this,for 1o, it your aduerfaryhiawe any skil,he mav
| greatly
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greatlyeannoyeyou, cither with thruftes or blowes,
And oftentimes yourencmy wil giuefuch aduantage
of purpole to haue you pafle.on him : therefore you
muft wellvnderftand what you doo.

L1 praicyoussthis all thevfeof that wards

¥, Whenyou g:xfc&]if_mdcxﬁ;nd yourweapons,
itmaie fcruc yoyotherwile, fo.thatyou hold notyour
fwoord hand withinyour knee,for ifypu finde youre-
nemieto beare hisfwoord long,being in _di(tancc,xon
maiefodenlie beatitafidewith yourfwobrd,and with-
all giue him affoccata in the bellic, which muft bee
done all in one time, fpeedilic ryrning.yourbodic on
the rightfide;or elfe retyring withyour sight foote to-
ward the right fide of yourenemie: otherwile, if you
ftandvpon it, as manic doo,you might:much eadan.
geryour {clie thereby,for if your aduerfarie being fu-
rious,thould paffe on youinthe fame time, kee migh
putyourlifeinicopardic:but by theagilitic.of the-bo-
die, itiscafilicto beauoided : and againe, when yon
findehis pointlong,you maie breake it afide with your
fwoorde, andgiue him a Stramazon¢ , ara riucrfato
the head,butwith teadines of the bodig, or you maie
thruft 2 foccara,cither ta the bellic or face:and if your
enemic offer to breake itwith his. fwoorde, ¥Qu maie
falfefic foddenlie aboue his fwoorde, andithe bxcalr
itaboue,falfefie againe vaderncath, hisfivoorde; or.If
yoube readie withfoote and hodie;you maje pafeon
him whilltehe brcakethyour inGurewith his- fword,
faltning yourlefthand on thehiltes of hisfwoord,and
you maie ginehim a floccata,cither dire@; or withagi-
nerfazbutlooke thagyoulaic notholde.of hisarme, far
if your cnemiepercgine it,heemaie change his Rapicr
foddenly
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fodainlyinto his other band, & fd baueyouat agteat
sduantage,& therfore I teach yoti tolaie holdonthe
hilts, becaufe you haue then commanded his fivord
furely : and if yourenemie finding yout point.out at
keogth,would beat it afide with hisrapier;to paffewps
pon you,retiré your left foate afietle backward, and
with gréate promptnefle inthe (ame inftdne, falfifie
witharinerfa either to the:face orbellye , of which
kinde of thrufts you fbal oftenhauc vicbut you muft
bevede readie and well practifed thereins therefore
youmuft labour it;that:when otcalion require you
may perfornicit,

THE FIRST DAYES
Dilcourfe, concerning the
Rapierand Dagger.

Luke.
Eanichadeuer caffe to bee forrowfull
fortheir departure from friends & pa-
! 74 rents, then had Tiuft-occafion to take
findenour departurescone from-the: othet
= ‘moftgrieuous. And thetforeourmee.
ting 2gaiein fopleafant aplace aythiss muftticedes
beveri¢cioyfulland delightfome : whe:&m&mm%
otherfanoursyouhauedooneimeeininftrutions o
thefingle Rapier; lintredre you to fhewme the lyke
touching Rapicrand Dag;g,;t.
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¥, That which ] haue heretotore fhewed you, is
but fmall in:regarde of that T meane to-teachyou
hereafter, fo that hauing dcliuered iyou the mannee
of thefingle Rapier,youmaythebetter conceinemy
difcourfcof'the Rapier and Dagger, becaufe it fesr
ireth much'to thevfethereofs and itthalinotbe ne.
cefliry wholyetorepearethefame; bue I'will onelye
fheweyou howtoputyourfelfe ingarde with your
Rapierand: Daggerydorif I defireto make a good
{choller;1 wouldmy felfput his Rapierin onehand,
and his Daggerimthe athenandfoplacehis bodyin
the fame forte, that I haue before fpoken of in the
{ingle Rapier,fetting his right foot formoft, with the
point of-his Rapier drawne ipdhort,and the Dagges
helde outat length, bending a littlehis right knee,
with the heele of hisrighr footg diretyeagain(t the
‘midftof thelefte, canfinghimto goe round roward
the leftfide of his.aducrfasyin agqod-meafure, that
he may take his aduantage,and theni would thrufta
ftoccata to hisbellye beneath his Dagger, remouing
my right foote a little towardhis leftfide.
L, Andwbatmultigourfehollerdsethie whilfte?
#. The fchollermuft break itdowiward, withthe
pointofhis Dagger toward hisleftfide,and then put
3 ftoceata romy bellybeneathmy Dagger, in which
time I breakingitwiththe pointe of vy Dagger,goe
alitdleafide towardshis lefte hand, and make -an im-
broceata aboue bis-Dagger;, andrthe ftholierfhall
breake theimbroccata with'his Dagger vpwardypar-
ting citcularely with his sight foote towardmy: lefte
fide, and fo thruftvnto:meean imbroceata abowe
my
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er, in whith time, with the pointcof my
Dagger,I will beate itoutwardtoward my leftefide,
and anfwerc him with aftoccatain the bellye vnder
his Dagger, parting circularely with my right foote
toward his left fide:andin thefametime he muft an-
fwere me withthelike vnder my Dagf'g:r, breaking
my ftoccata outiyard toward his lefeefide, tepping
toward my lefte fide with his right foote, atwhich
time I muft mooue with my bodye tofaue my face,
and breake his poynte toward my rightfide, anfwe-
ringhim with a riverfa to the head,and foretire with
myvight foote;atvhichtimehe muftcomeforward
with his Iefte footein theplace of my right; and his
Dagger high and firalte, turning his fwoorde hand,
fothathis poynte may goe directlye to my bellye,
andhé muft takethe riuerfaonhis twordgand Dag-

ger.

Zute.

Butisit not better forthe fcholler o holde his
Dagger with the point vpward,as I haue feene many
docto defend ariuetfas

Vincentio.

Hethatholdetlythe pointvpward,is euerin dan-
gertobe hurton the head,orto réceiue a finGture.in
thebellye orin the face, and likewife he is in ieopet-
dyeto be hurt with 2 Strarnazone,betweene the Ra-.
pier-and the Dagger¢-becaufle hee-clofeth not: his
weapobss : therefore: temember well howe to car-
rye your Dagger, andby ¢xercife you fhallfcethe
Dapger, for there are many thatbreake the ftoccata

inward,
s L Why
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L. Why then doyou neuer breake 2niethruftin-
watd?
¥ . All ftoccataes commingvnder the Dagger, &
imbroccataes aboue the Dagger,are tobeebeaten
outward toward the lefte fide, butanimbrocataby 2
rugrfaeitherin thebelly orin the face thouldbebro-
kérinward toward therighe fide,withealirtleretjrin
of the bodie,which muftbe anfwered with :iucrg
well followed, in which inftaritthe fcollermuft pafle
forward with hislefte foote, then will:1 retire wyth
my leftfoote behinde my right, and yeelding backe
with iy bodie, I will heatg the point of his fwoo@;
wit
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withmy dagger toward my lefte fide, and fomake a
dire¢t thruft to his head : then the fcholler muft ftep
with hisrightfoote in the place of my lefte, carrying
his Dagger not too high,but fo that his arme and his
Daggerbe held ltraightout,to receiueablow ifitbe
offered,and thenthe fhall thrufta ftoccata tomybel-
ly,which Twill beat toward my left fide,and makean
imbrocataaboue his Dagger,ftepping withmy righe
foote toward his left fide,then muft he beate my 1m-
brocatatoward-his lefte fide , parting with his righe
footon my leftfidé,4nd fo makean imbrocata abosre
.ny Dagger,then T parting withmy right foot onthis
Icgcﬁdc,wﬂl beate his imbrocata towarde mylefie
(ide,and make ablow tohis head zin which time hee
muftdo the halfe incartata,that is,he muft beereadie
whileHift vp my hand, to puta ftoccatato my belly,
bearing out wel his dagger to receiucthe blow,tyyn-
ing foiinly his body on the left fide,fo that the heet
of hisright foot be juft againtt the middle of hisleft,
and this is the true halfe incartata. -

£.Tpray you why doypumakeyourfchoflersvie
fomany ftoccataesand imbrocataes?

y. Tomakemy fctibllersaptand readie with ra-
pier,dagger;and foot,that they may accompany one
anotherjn one inftant,, whereof there is great vlein
fight. But one that would teach thefe principlesand
amot plaie with his body;putteth himfelfe ingreat
danger to be hit on the face, efpecially ifthe {choller
bee anic thingreadie;and thruﬁ alongfloccata,forif
the (choller anfwere readily;, his dagger cannot faue
him. Thereforcheethat wil exercife thefé rudinrents

253 mutt
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muft hauea very apt and well framed body, fo that i€
you defirctobee made readye and peifed, pradife
thefe principles,learning well the time and meafure,
and therby you fhall open your fpirites in the know-
ledge of thefecrets of armes: neither do as many do,
who whenthey are to fight,playe like children that
runne to learne their le%'ons when they thould re-
peat them; thereforelearne, thatin time of peace you
may vfe itforagood excercife of the bodye, andin
time.of warreyoumay knowchow to defend your
{elfeagainlt your encmies: and do- not as many,thay
when they haue juft occafion to fight,withidraw thé-
felues,defpifing knowledge and vertue, notconfide-
ring that almofl euery litcle prick killetl1a man, and 1
haue feen whichthorough a foolifh conceite of their
owne abilitie,hane been woundedandflaine ; ther-
fore if you will preuent the finy of fuch, you muftbe
well praciifed in your.weapons.

L. Asfarre as Lcan perceiue, the rules of the fin-
glerapiet, and of Rapierand Dagger,arealone,and
1 fee well,thatto learne firft the Rapieralone, is very
neceflary 1o bring the body,hand,and weapon to be
readyc together-in one inftant, but one difference I
findebetweenethe fingle Rapier and the other, be-
caufe in managing the Rapier alone,you caufe the
fcholler to hold hisleft hand fhorte,and inthe other
toholde outhishand and Dagger as ftraight as hee
may,whereof I would gladly know the reafon.

7. Atthefingle Rapierit you holde foorth your
lefte hand at length,your enemyemaye wound you
thereon,becaufe you are not fo well garded as if yp:

wit
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withdrew it thorter,peither fo readye to put by the
fwoorde of your aduerfarye aswitha Dagger;and
thercfore remember this well.

L. Ifee it ftandeth with goodreafon, but I praie
youhewhowI muftaffault mine énemi¢ in fighee:
orhowbeing affaulted by him, I mut defend my
felfe?

7. Therearemany thatwhen they come to fighe,
runnc on headlong without difcretion, becaufe fin-
dingthemfelues iniured,they holdeit their partesto-
aflaulefirft, _ A

L.Why isitnot the challengers partetobee: the
firft affaulter? }

V.Yes, ifyou findetime and opportunitie, for (I
pray)tellme why goeyou to fight#

L.To defend mine honour and maintaine -iny
ight. ‘
ngV. Whatisto-defend your reputacion, but o to
hurtyour enemye,as your felfe may efcape free? for
when.you gée tofight, puit on this refolution, either
totake away:bis {ife,orto caufe him to acknowledge
his faulte,with fecking pardon for the fame;which-is
more honorablethen a blody viGory neitherdolike
children,which in their wanton fighting&and farre a
funder; and make femblance to beate one another:
therefore note it wellfor if your aduerfarybe'a man
of indgement and valour;and youbethe firft inoffe.
ring, you bring your lyfe in jeopardye forcither of
you beiog within difiice obferning time,the firft of-
fescrisin dangertobe flain or wounded in the co@-
tertime,efpecially If he theuft refolutelye: buvif tygu

e
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be skilfull and not the other,then may you gain time
and meafure,and fo hithim,faving your{elfe,8 then
the more furiouflie your enemie commeth on, the
more he runneth headlong vpon his owne danger,
Someare of opinion that they<can hit him thabfhall
hitthem firft,but fuch as haue peyer fought: orifby
chancein one fight they hauebeene fo fortunate, let
them not thinke thac Summer is come becaufe one
fwallow is feene. Mee thinketh morecommendable
foraman todefend himfelfe,and not offend hisene-
mie,thanto hurt his enemie and bee wounded him-
felfe,for when you fhall perceiue the danger thatin-
fuethby euery affault without timearid meafure,yon
wil change your opinion: and fome others there are
that hold it athame fora mantoretire.

L.Indeede it is accounted difgracefull to giue
ground,becaufe therein aman feemeth to feare his
encinic.

¥. Thereis difference betweene retiring order-
ly and running backward,for to hit and retire is not
difcommendable, though the.other béthamefull; &
hee that holdesthe contrarie,vnderftandethlittle the
danger of weapons.

L. And1 praie you what gooddoth retiring?

7. Ifyoube aﬂg,ultcd onthe fodain,your enemy
hauing gained time andmeafure,fothatyonarein e
uident danger :to bee{laine;had you rather die than
retireafoot?

L.Some are refolute rather to die than yeelde
aninch.

7. But if fuchknewtheyfhonldbee flaine,& zh;t

)
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fo{mall 2 matterwould fauetheir liues, I'donbe not
but they.would retire with both feertrather then
faile. Many talke astheyhaue heardsund notas they
know: whereupori I will recitea Combate perfout-
med by agreat Captainzcalled Signior Afcaniodel-
laComnia. ,

L.Truly¥haue heard ofonie fichbue Thlow not
whetheritwerehe thit was a mafier-of the-Campe
inthat great armie of DonTohin &'Auftria againftthe
Turke.

¥, Hewasthevery famgbutto came:to the'mat-
ter wuching theopinion of theignorane: this Cap.
uinebeingentred theliftesagaintthis aduetfarle in
the prefencenfmany Printves and great men (which
Jitesemuironing the circuitappointedfor the-Com-
bate,and being touched by either of them; the fame
perfon s helde vanquithed;asif he hadbeene driuen
out) wasvery-furivuflyccharged by tiis enemie; and
foughtat thefirft enelyze Aue himfelfe by reriting;
whichthe other perceiuing,began to fcoffe-at him,
bidding him bewate ofthg liftes, wherewithall the
Capuaine efpyingaduatijage,made a refolute flocca-
mcrcancth rough his budye; andJoilew him; now
wheeher of thefehirk you wonnemat honour?

LIamyiudgément Afcario,who entertained the
furic of his aduerfarye; tilkindifcretionheefound o-
portunitie 1o execute his parpofe.

y.1amglad to heare you of thatopinion,fot-wee
fee the like in martialtpolicye; whereéftentimes re-
traitesaremadeof purpofeto drawethe enemye e
ther into fome imbofcata or place of aduantage, and

P fuch
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fuch as are moft infolent and prefumptuous,are eafi.
eft drawne into thofc plots, who runne headlong on
their dcath like beaftes. Inliké {orte, hee that vader.
ftandeth the true vie of his weapons, will fuffer his
aduerfarye in his rathnes,vntill hefindetime and ad-
vantage fafely to annoy him. And fithens I haue be.
gun tofpeake of combates, I wil recite one other per-
fourmed in Piemont, inthe time of Charles thess,
betweene two Italians, and two Spaniards,as I hauc
heard it dclivered by diners Gentlemen prefent at
theaction. A Spanifth Captaine,more braucin fhew
then valorous in deede, to infinuate himfelfe with
the Emperour,beganin {cornfull forte to finde fault
with other nations,and among the reft,with Italians,
where the Spaniard had neuerhad foote of ground,
if the Ialians themfelues had notbeene made inftru-
mentsof their owne conquefte : buttolerthat pafle,
this Spaniard hauing in woordsdifgraced the Tralian
nation, it came to the [talians eares, whercupon two
Ttalians,the one of Padua,and the other of Vicenza,
wrote acartellvnto the Spaniard,which was carried
by him of Vicenza, who finding the Spaniard ac-
companied with{diuers Gentlemen, deliuered him
thecartell,which he receiued,fayingthat hee would
go to his Chamberand read it, whereunto the Vi-
centine replyed,thathefhould readitere hee depar-
ted,and that it was a cartel. Which the Spaniard ha-
uing read in prefence of thewhole companye, asked
the Vicentine whether he or his fellow would main-
taine thecartell, to whome the Vicentine anfivered,
that the woordsrepeatedin thecartell wasalye, :}nd
1t
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(hathee wasprefent o auouchit: wherewithall hee
offered to draw foorth his fivorde, and fo the Spani-
ardand his companion accepred thecombat againft
the tvo Italians, of which matter the Emperour ha-
ning aduertifement, concciugd difplcafure againft
the prefumption of the Spaniard, and fo, place of
combate was prepared in prefence of many great
rfonages: the combatters being entered the liftes,
oncof the Ttalians(who werebothintheir fhirts one-
ly) rentof thelefte fleeue of his fhire,which the Spa-
niard beholding, faide hee needed not take fo muche
ine,for he meant to haue cut of his arm flecue and
all: towhom the Padouan replyed,thathe meant to
haue cut of the: Spaniards head firfte, and therefore
preparedhis arme for the purpofe, wherwithall they
encountredall very furiouflye,fo that the Vicentine
wasfirft wounded,who crying outto his fellow that
henas hurt,the Padonan comforted him with hope
of better fuccefle to come, and began warely to keep
his garde,but the Spaniards prefuming on the victo-
rie, charged them fo much the harder without re-
garde, ull at length the Padouan finding histime,
witharefolute ftoccata ranne the one through the
bodie,and with a fodaineriuerfa, cut the othersneck
a'moftquite in funder,and fo they were both flaine
together : Thaue induced thefe examples for two
aanies,the one, for that many contemnec this art, and
makenoaccount therof, andthe otherbecaufe there
ac fome foinfolent,asthey feek nothing but tofowe
difeenfion between frendesand allies, which ifthey
werereltrained, it might faue the lives of many men:
o2 for
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foras wee fee inthe laftexample, there wanted not
much tohauc caufeda generall mutiny betweenthe
Spaniard & theltalian,through theinfolencicof the
Spaniard,ifthe Emperour had not drawne the mat.
ter toa thorter triall, by forbiddingany one to offer
the firft blow amongft them, vpon paine of death:
pronouncing the Iralians vitors, that had acquited
themfelues in fo honourable forte, Therefore you
may fee how dangerous the company of thefe quar-
relfome perfonsis, who doc lefle harme with their
fwordes then with their tungs : for as the Italian pro-
uerbeis,La linguanon haoffo pma fa rompere il doffo , that
is, the tung hath no bones, and yet it breakeththe
backe: illtunges are occafions of much debate. But
to returne from whencel haue digreffed, youmuft
neuer be toorafhin fight, account of your enemye,
yet feare himnot, and fecke all meanes to become
victor, andfo you {hall maintaine your reputation,

and notendanger yourfelfe invnaduifed haftines,
L.1hauetaken great pleafure in thefe difcourfes,
which in my opinionimporte very much the know-
ledge of Gentlemen,and truely the Spaniards were
iuftly punithed fortheir pride,in {corning other nati-
ons: you fhall fee manye of that humour, that will
blame other nations,who deferue tobe reie@ed out
of all civile company: forif oneman haue a faulte,
hiswhole countrie is not ftraight to bee condemned
thereof. Butthew me I befeech you, how I'muftbe-
haue my felfewhenTam to fight, you hauealreadye
taught mec thetime, meafurc,and motion of my bo-
dy,andnow I wouldlearne fomething of refolution.
¥.Ha-
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¥.Hauing taken weapons inhand,youmuft thewe
poldnes and refolution againft your enimy,and befure
toputyourlelfe well in gard, fecking the advantage of
your encmic,’and leape not vp and downe. Ax}d b;-
wirein charging your enemic you goe not leaping, if
yoube farre offybut when you approch,gard your {clfe
well for eueric little diforder gineth aduantage toyour
sdurlaric,therefore learne to knowe aduantages, and
thruftnotar your encmie vatill youbee {ure to hit,and
whenyou hmcfiucn meafure,note when it istime to
thruft : then finding yourenemie out of garde, makea
foccata refolutely, orelfe notatall : for although you
be in time and mcafure, and yet your enemic bee well

rded he may verie eafily hurt you though his skillbe
but fmall. As may be feene in many, which altogether
ienorantin the vie of weapons, will naturally putthem
fclues in fome gard, fothat if one looke notwellabout
him he fhalbe much endangered by fuchaone,notbe-
aulc he knoweth what he doth,butby reafon that not
forcfceing the danger,hee followeth his purpofe wyth
refolution,without being able to yeelde a caufe for that
hehath done. Therefore(1 faie)you muft fecke to gain
not meafureonely,but time and opportuniticas welto
fiue your felfe as anie your enemie, if you will do well,
&thenifit happen not well vntoyou, thinke that God
doth punith you for yont finnes : for wee feeoften that
at lome onetime a man will doo excellent well, & yet
afterward he fhall feeme as though he had neuer taken
weaponsin hand. And to make it the more apparant:
Therewas 2 fouildierin Prouence for his valor in many
exploites before fhewed, generally reputed a verie gal-
bntman,who onatimebeing in a town beficged, was

%3 fo
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fo fuddenlye ftricken with the terrourof the battetle,
and difmaide therewith, that hee could no longerte-
frainefrom {¢ckinglome cauc.to hide himfelfe: whoaf-
terward taking hart agrefle, came foorth againe, and
beeing demaunded of the Capraines where hee had
been,who told thémthe truth of the whole matteryand
afterward behaued himfelfe very valiantly.

Inlike Iorte Marco QuBcrinia gentleman of Venice,
Capraine of the Gallies belonging to the fignorye of
Venice,in the le3 Adriaticum, lining delicacelye in all
careleflencs,fuffered the Turkesto run ouer the guilfe,
fpoyling and robbing at their pleafure, notdaring to
make refiftance,which the @enerall of the Signory va-
derftanding,repaired thither with all expedition, thret-
ning Querini Capraine of thegulfe,i€ hee perfourmed
his office no better, the whole thipping fhould beeta-
ken from him, & he fent home to Venice onfoot.T he
thame whereof moued himfo farre,that afterward hee
became famous for his exploites.

Moreouer in the time of the Venecians warres with
the Turke, the Generall of the Turkith forces becing
comeintotheSea Adriaticke, neere vnto Schiaunnia,
Allibaffa & Carracofla,who afterward diedin the bat-
taile of Pautou,would needs inuade the Ifle Curfolla
with fome forces,and batteratowne there, where the
men difinaied with thefoddainnes of the attempr, be-
tooke themfelues to ﬂi'iht, andleftthe placeto tie de-
fence of the women,who quitted théfelucs with fuch
vndaunted courage,that oneof them betaking her felf
to a peece of artillerie,plaied the gunrier{o artificiallie,
thatfhe dircedafhotcleane through the fhip where
Allibafla was,much fpoyling the fame,which'hee per-
ceiuing,preféntly commaunded the aricker to' be wai-
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ed,and hoifing vp failes,retired all hisforces;sby which
meances thewomen faued the citue: fo thatheerin we
feethe difference of mens difpofitions if conrage:at dis
vers times, and yet I commend it notin anymanta
want valourat any time. Butto come to-the purpofe,
wibeit one benot fo well difpofed to the managing of
weapons at.one time;as.at fomeother, yét Hauingthe
radtife and vnderftanding thereof, he fhall eyer bk fuf-
Ecicm tomatntaine his parte,

L.Ttmay well be thatyou hauefaide; and I thinke
thathee that haththe perfeGvie of his weapons, may
very well defend himfelfe againftany man;thoughhee
finde his body but.ill difpofed:butfecing yauhaye be-
guntodifcourfe of time, | pray yoy- teach- mee fome-
thingconcerningthe difference of time,

¥. You know.what I. haue faide concerning the
fime, inmy difcourfe of thefingle Rapier; aridin like
forte I muftinftrué with Rapier and dagger: therefore
youmutt at the firft chargeyour enemye, and hauing
gotten aduantage of ground on the lefte fide, you mult
make aftoccata vader his dagger,if he hold ittoo high,
tetiring immediately a little with your lefte foote; ac-
companied withyourright,butfinding his dagger low
youmuft makea fin¢ture vnderneath,and thruft aboue
his dagger,& thatis the iufttime,in doingwhetco:‘you
muftremember to carry yourright. foote alittle afide,
following with the left toward the left part of your ad-
uerfary,and if he offer you either ftocata or imbrocata,
youmay anfwer him witha halfincartata,turning your
hand asin doing theftoccata: or otherwifeif hec beare
hisdanger low,youmay thruft to hisface, whichis les
dinger for you,becaufe euerye littleblowe inthe {{acc

ay-
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faicth the furie ofaman more thananie other placeof
his body,forbeing through the bodié, it happencthoft
ten times that thie (ame man killeth Lis enimy notwith.
ftanding in the furie of hisrefolution: but thebloud
that runneth about the face,difmaieth a man citherby
ftopping his brcath, or hindering his fight: and he fhall
oftner indaduantage to hitinthe face thin inthebelly
if he lie open'with his weapons: butmarke wel howhe
carrieth his rapier,if long & fteaight ‘vxth_luxsbaggcn.
Toft,you muft charge him lowe on yourright foot, and
hauing gairiéd meafure, beate downe the pointe of his
fivordwith your dagger,and make aftoccata vndes hig
daggerithout tetiring, but beware thatin breakin
his point you put not downe his daggerarme,but hol
it firme,neithef drawrit in,leaft your enemichit youon
the face,or giue you animbrocata aboue yourdagger:
but bearirig yourdagger firmeand ftraight;if your ene-
miefhounldan(wereyour floccata; he might bein daun.
gertoreceineathruft.Tfyour encmie carrie his fword
fhort;in anopen ward,you maie come ftraight on him
and giuehimapunta fiuerfa either inthe belly or face,
with fuch readines,that your fword be halfe withiin his
daggerbefore hee canbreakeit; tumlr}x’g nimblye your
‘hand toward yourleftfide, 1o thatinoffering to breake
he fhall make himfelfe behit cither in the face orin the
belly : and forget not toretirean halfe pace withthe
rightfoot,accompanicd with theleft.

Moreouer,if your enimielic with his fwordalofte,
and the point downw ards,you‘mai,e'cha rgehim fqurc
waies,firft on the right fide, clofing your weaponsin a
lowe gard, and yourright foot within'the rightfootot
your enfmie toward his left fide,and then bﬂn% %nhm

iftance
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diftance, giue him aftoccata,fudenly drawing home
our pointagaine,aryou may play withyyourbodie,
{ut hold your dagger firmymarking (as it were)with
ong eye-tha motion of your aduerfarie,, and with
theother the aduantage of thrufling,

Secondly,you may make aftoccatato:his bellye,
notrefolutely,butto caufehim to anfwereyou, and
thenyoumuft playe with yourbodye:toward your
lefte fide,and bearing the thruft on your right fide,

alle a little on hissight fide, and makea riucrfa a-
ﬁouchis fworde,

Thitdly,youmay comevpon his pointxvith your
dagger clofihg well your weapons;andthen beating
away his pointwith your.dagger, inthe fame inftant
puta ftoccata either to hisface or bellye;but in-anye
aafe ftirre notyour dagger arme,leafthee falfifie and
giueyouan imbroccata abolie.the dagger:thierefore
remember tobeare your arme firaitejand only:yout
wiilthigher ot lower.

Fourthly,you may chargehimontheright fidein
the fame warde, but contrariwife;for wherebefore
youbent yourbody on the right fide,you muft nove
wrneon theleft, fo thathis pointe may. ftilk be -with~
outyourbody,ahd hold your dagger at length,then
being withip meafure,youmay fuddenly pafle with
your leftfoot,carrying the pointofyour dagger vp-
ward,and turneyour pointvndet his Rapier, that it
goediretly tohisbelly,in mannenof an imbrocca-
t,indoing whercof youmiift thrnayourbody well,
liting vp your fworde hand, and: with your:Rapier
and Dagger, affure your felfeof his, otherwife.your

wea-
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weapons lying open,if your enemye bee skilfull,ang
know how to turn his hand,hee mighthit you eithey
in thebellye orface with ariverfa,or cut you on the

head, for euery diforder endangereth a mans life,
Furthermore,if yourenemy carry hisfwordlow,
charge him dire@tly, turning yourbodyon the right
fide,withyourdaggeratlength, thepointe hanging
foinething toward the ground,and then asyou finde
his daggex,fo make yourthruft: ifhigh, to hisbelly i
lowe,tohis face: if his head beaboue, put afloccaca

to his face by atrauerfa(as it were)vader his da

and forgetnot toretirewithall with your right foot:
and ifhee hold out his fword with ttie the pointeyp.
watd. swhen you are toward his rightfide you fhall
putyour felf inthe wardnford?id,bending yourbo-
dy onyour lefte fide,and [o gaining ground, make ¢
ftoccatavnder his fivorde,fo that your daggerbe vn-
derhisrapiery andkeepeit withowt your bodyefrom
our leftfide,and your pointinhis belly:andremenm.
Kerafwaies that intakingyour entmies pointe, you
flir notyourdagger arme,becaufe hee may then en-
dangeryon,as ] hauc before faid, Morcoucrif your
enemic put himfelfein the fame pard,with his 1apicr
atlength, and you inyourgerd with yourrightfoot
formoftand your pointheld thort, (o that your right
footbe oppofite to his,youthall little and litdle fteale
ground with yourright foote, and followe with the
left,till youare within diftance, and then with agili-
tiethrofteither tohis belly ot facezandthis isa nota-
ble thing if it bee well ynderltoode, forbefide the
lmowlcgg itrequireth pradtife,that youleamenotto
approcheneerer to yourenemy then you may fave
' your
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your felfotherwife you may charge himon the right
fide,bending your g'ody.to);hclctgtﬁdc,and thc:iz-
uing gotten the aduantage,you muft fuddenly paffe
with yourleft foote,turning withallyour pointe va-
derhis{worde,thatitafcend to his bellye, and clap
yourdaggeras neere as you can to thehiltes of hig
(woorde, all which together with the motion of the
body,muftbe doncatoneinftant. Ifhallnot needto
dilcourfemuch of your enemies holding of his dag-
ger,but as your enemy carriethit,either Eigh orlow,
fo(Ifay)youmuft with difcretion thruft either to his
face or belly: butyou muftbee verye well exercifed
in thefc paffataes,for perfourming them with quick-
nesof thebodye, albeit you happen to faile of your
purpofe,yet your enemie fhalbe able totake no ad-
uantage therof,but you thalbe ready to anoy him ftil
cither aboueor beneath,wherein you muft followe
bimin mouing his body:{o thall you ftil holde your
aduantage,and hit him where youwill,& if he thruft
again,you fhall break toward your right fide, and re-
pTy with a riuerfa to the face. Againe ifyour enemie
bearebi¢ rapierlong and {iraight, you may charge
bim,and beating away his fworde withyour-owne,
fudenly turninyouripointto his face orbelly, which
isavericgood thruft,being donewith greatagilitie,

Ifyouperceiue your enemies rapier farre out, &
thathe goaboutto falfifie vpon you either aboue or
vnderncathyourdagger, then !Fut yourfelfcinyour
ward, with your weapons clofe together,and aslow
asyou may,holding hrme your daggerhande, and
whatfoeucr falfifieng he maketh, neuer moucawaie
your Dagger hande , neither lifte it high or lowe

Piofeti2 to




Vincentio Sauiolo bis Praitife.

to get your enemics Rapier,and ifyoulyebelowein
the ward when he falfifieth,remaine fowithout. ftyt.
sing, any.higher, (for.otherwife hee might at thae
timcfinde fit opportunitie to hit.you,if hebe skilfull
in wepons ) butfollow him clofe;forif heonce thruft
refolutely,beit aboue orbeneathshemuft needs lofe
his whole Rapier,and you may eafily hithimsandin
your thrufting ftand firme with yourbody: and" dap-
ger: Alfoifhe holde his dagger ftraight vpward, and
that the point of his rapier be at thehiltes of his dag-
ger, as you fhall findeoccafion,fo doe, that i, if hit
daggerﬁand be high, thruft a ftoccata to him' vnder
his dagger:if lowe,make aftoccata to his face; either
clofeby the hand,or bythe middeft of hisarmé;and
and if youwill thruft as youarcin your wardeyou
may,or elfe with retiring, Moreouer, if your enemie
turne his dagger point toward his right fide, charge
him on thatfide,with a putta riuerfa to his facey re-
maining in your warde,or retiring as you pleafe. A-
gaine,it he lyingin that warde, carry his pointout of
the warde of your daggerany whit a little:too high,
charge himclofe, and holding forth your Dagger,
you may fuddenly take his point yvith your Dagger,
ot ityouwillyou may by remouing theright footea
littlcﬁ)rward}, giue hima ftoccata, butkecpe ftedfaft
yourdagger hand,as I taught you before,leaft other-
wifc he make animbroccata to yout face. Againe, if
hegarryehis point any.whittoo much toward your
right fide,turn your body on your left fide,ina good
ward,charging him on theright fide,and bring your
right foote cleane withouthis rightfoot,and hauix:f

{o doone,thiuft your rapier vaderhis about the n:;]
c’
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dle, and fo, make:a paffata: vpon-him; or you-may
charge withariucsfatohis throtejor fuch fike;either
abiding in ;your.wardeyonfuddenlye fcaping away
with yourbody If you pesceiuche holde his rapier
farre out, andnot.turned,charge himbelow,torniing
yourbody on theright fide;and tumne your-dagger
intfomewhatlowe vpon your enemiespointand
auing gotten thisadvantage,being within meafure,
thufﬂcuherxto hisbellyeorface; asyou thallbeft fee
caufe,

L.1finde nowsthatifter aman hath the arreglree
muft alfo hategeeat exereile and pradtife o bring his
bodie toa fryeframe. Butasyow haue hethertofhea
wedme to chargetine enemicin due timé,fo tow:¥
praie youteach me todefend my. felfe-when myeni-
micchargeth me.

V.Ityourenemic chatgeyouyand-hane gotreg-
ni¢ aduantage of yon eithervith his foot, o euning
of the bodic,or rapicr;or dagges, exby wliatmeaney
foeucr,fecke so putyour felfein afyre warde,and te.
tirc alittlokeeping your felfe fill ingard,lealt ctfe by
retiring,if you moue vp yourbodieur dagper"youg
enemyimigh by dextenitieand quicknes offend you
greatly :but whileft hee chargeth.yonycouer totufise
your bodigto onefide or other,as yowfind the poiny
of your enemies rapier, and cuenatthat inftant thiae
be moueth his footin charging yow,asyou finde him
open jnany place,fafecke to offend him,andbeware
(asL{ayd before)inwhatfortyouretifeifor fomtime
thereis a fit gime,wehen you thrufteo retire;and forme
times not,therefore take:diligentheed thereutto,

Mortoner,when be:hash gatten aduantageibeing
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in his ward,if he wold thrufta ftoccatato you vnder
yourdagger,you fhall be nimble to auoide it by tr.
ning your daggets point downward, & youfhallan.
fwere him with a ftoccata, or imbrocata, or puntari-
verf2,as you fhall finde opportunitie : but if he make
an imbrocata abouc your dagger,you may auoide it
by lifting vp alittle the pointofyour dagger, and by
turning the wriftof your hand tothe left fide,for that
his imbrocatafhallgo cleanewithout yourleft fide,&
you may makea thruft to him, as you thall finde him
openinanic place. Againc,ifhee make an imbrocata
to yourbodie,you may giue backe a little with your
bodie, and beat it awaie withyour right fide, & may
make tohima punta riverfa to his bodie or face: like-
wife if he betowards your right fide, & thruft at your
face,you may yetbeat itawaie, & anfwere him with
apuntasiuerfaor a paflata. Againe,if he make anim.
brocataaboue your dagger,beware thatyour rapiers
pointbe within his, and make vato him a meza-in-
carta,turningthe pointe either to the belly, face, or
throate: but youmuft with greate agilitie turne your
point & bodie on your right fide. Againc,if he make
ablow to your head,at theinftant thathe moueth his
hand make you fodainlya ftoccata vato him, and (if
you be in agood ward)you may makea puntariuer-
fato his thigh,butif he makea blow to your leg,{tand
faft in your warde with your bodic farre out, andin
his thrufting come forwarde with yourright footc,
whereby you fhal caufe himto leefe the greateft part
of his rapier,and turne your dagger point low,recei-
uing theblow on the fame, and you may make vato
him either aftoccata to the face , ora riuerfa to his

necke
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neckeotarme.Againwhen he thrufteth royour leg,
remoue your right foote to yous rig!.: fide, s itwers
makingacircle,& fo oficnd your entmy:as if he make
ariverfatothe head,youmay take it vpon your rapi-
er & dagger,paffing with your left foot,turning your
sapier hand-& making a ftoccara: andifyou willyou
may by pafsing receiuc theriuerfa vponyour dagger
onciy,butlaoke you carrie your dagger point aloft,
asT haue toldyou before. Againe,ifhee make theri-
veifatoyour leg,Kou may fodeinly pafle with your
Jeft footto his right, & take the riuerfa on your dag-
ger,for thereby you géthe ftrength of his rapier,and
are mafter of ity;and may eafily ftrike him,Again,ifhe
make anic violént blow at your head, retire alitleon
yourlefie fide,& receine it with your rapiers point,

afsing with yourleft foote, & turning y our pointto
{is face,& clapping your dagger on his rapier-: all o-
therblowes and riuerfacs you may eafily receiueon
yourdagger,but it behoueth you to receive thé with
the point of your rapier, otherwile your encmie
might thruft his rapierbetween your rapier & dagger
efpecially if he cafthis hande vpward,and his pointe
downward,therefore take heed how vou thruft, for
thefe areall goodtimes. If your enemic come furi-
ovflievponyou to affault you, keep you ftill in your
gardand in his comming necreto you,thruftachim,
forheiis neitherin ward nor yet fiandeth firnie, and
the more refolutely he commeth vpon you,the more
heisin danger,and the woorfe is it for him, becaufe
hee may cafily with a little pricke bee {laine:but cou-
ngeioyned withskill and knowledge is verie good.

Againe,
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Againc,ifa tall man fhould affayle 2 little man,thiy
ward is exceeding good for.the talman.becaufe ifhe
charge the other,& the tall man thruft, being within
rech,he lofeth his point,&the litle man may giue him
aftoccata,or makea paffataat him, butifthe tall man
know how to put himf{elfin ward & thruft, he mighe
haue great aduauntage:by the lengthof his reach, in
thrufting a ftoccata, and retiring with his bodie. A.
gaine,if yourencmic woulde makea paffata onyon
with his left foote,whenyou finde him to remoue,8,
woulde beate your weapons awai¢ with - hisdagger,
moue your right foote a little backward,and fodeins
ly turnie your péint ouerhis dagger,and make anim-
brocata to him,for in his pafsing he loofeth hisdag-
ger,and whilefthe pafleth,youmay retire alittleinto
yourward,and make a ftoccatato his face,and fuche
like, wheteof I cannot now ftand to writes

THE
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foddenlie into his other hand, and fo haue youat a
reataduantage,& therfore I teach youtolay heid of
the hilts,becaufe you haue thé commanded his fword
furclic: and it your enemicfinding your pointe outat
length,wold beatitafide with his rapier,to paffe vpon
you,retire your lefie footea little backeward,and with
atpromptnes in the fame inftant, falfifie witha ri-
uerfa, cither to the faceor bellie : of which kindeof
thruftes you fhalloften hauevie,but you muft be verie
readicand well practifed therein : therefore you muft
lsbour it,that when occafion requireth you maye per-
formeit,

I THE
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THE SECOND DAYES
Difcourfe, of Rapier and

2
Dagger.

 Luke,

’:Tonaoooﬁua 000000 HQUCbceﬂ{b WC“raﬁSﬁ‘
g %ﬂ ed with this firfte ward of
| Rapier aund Dagger, that
o 1T fhould thinke my felfe
sltverye- happie, to put.in
&3 B pradtife ;as much-asyou
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dclineredvntomein pre-
1l cept: but I will not fpare
o ML= 0 i any labour to exercifeall.
{3 +eroeoansaneas I Bur nowyou fhaldoeme
much pleature,if youwill teach meethe othér warde,
whichyou call Pun&ariverfa, ‘
¥.1haue difcourfed vntoyou, how profitable the
former wardes bee,as well tolearne astofight, betin
will vnderftoode and practifed : and euen fo will
now make you acquainted with the worthines of this
ward,and of what importance itis, notwitliftanding
thatitis quite contrary to the other:efpecially, inlear-
ming ofit. Therforehe thatwill teach thacwarde,muft
Ehcc hisfchollerenenaas atfingle Rapier, thatis, that
sfeete ftand both equall with tocand heele,euenas
itheewere to fitte downe, and thathis Rapierhandle
be held within{ide of hisrightknee,and that fomwhat
fhotte,and that his Daggerbe helde out atlength with
his arme ftretched out, holding the point of his rapier
2 continy.
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continuallie vponthe face of his maifter,who oughtto
fethim{Elfx in the fame ward, and to giue a ftoccatoin
the middle of the Rapier,in punta riucrfato his {chol-
Ier, orelfe betweene thearme and the Rapier,orin the
bellic,orin the face, efcaping.a little backeward with
his right foot,accompanied fomewhat with his left,to-
wards his leftefide.

L. What fhall the {cholterdoeinthe:meane while?

7. W hile your maifter gineth: you the thruft, you
thall not flrike itby with yout dagger, but onelie tur-
ning yout Rapierhand, paff€ with your lefte foote to-
wards hisright fide,and thepoint of your Rapier being
placed abouehis,and thrult forwarde, fhallenterright
into hisbellie.

L. And whatfhall the maifter doe to faue bimfelfes

v.Whenhce gineththe thruft,.and you pafle to-
wards his right {ide,hce fiall with great nimblenes re-
coyle alittlebackward with his right foot,accompani.
ed with the lefttoward the left fide, bearing his bodie
backward,and pearching your Rapier with his dagger,
fhall ftrike it outward from his leftfide,and giue you a
Mandritta atthe head.

L. Thenwhatremaines formeto doe?

7. Youfhal comewith your right foote;to the place
where your maifters right foot was,and fhal giue him a
thruftin the belly or in the facé,receiuing the mandrit-
tavpon your Rapier and Dagger, and the euent will
be no otherthen: the fame of the former ward : andby
this meanes you fhall become very nimble and quick,
both with foote, hand, and bodie : otherwife, if you
haue notallthefe partes readieand perfe@, by offering
theftoccata,you hazard yourfelfgretly& dangeroufly.

For
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For while you thruft,if your aductfarie furpaffe you in
nimblenclfe,and bee readic,he may enter with hislcfte
foote and put you in great danger, bringing yourwea-
nintohisowne power, Therefore when you wyll
giucthis thrufteither in'the bellye or face, paffe wyth
your rightfoot towardesthe right fide of your cnemy,
fothatyour right foote bee fomewhat on theout-fide
of your enemics right foote,and fo being in right mea-
fure,you may giue iimthe {aid thruft eitherin the bel-
heorin theface with greatceletiticand aptnefle,recois
Lnglomewhatwith yourleft foot, accompanied-wyth
the right : and if your enemie enter with his left foore,
you fhallfpeedily tutns yourbodie on your lefte fide,
whereby,the more fecretly your enemie commeth vp-
[on youyand the more forcibly hice entereth,the more
urtthall he doo himfelfe;and the more ¢afily fhal you
be able to maftet him and becomé¢ Lorde of hisowne
weapon.
Befides,if you place your tight foot alittle towards
Z;our cnemies right foot,you may make a thruft toward
istightfide,butin thrufting, {ce you bring your righe
footctowardes your encmies left fide = if you fee that
hee gocth about to enterwith his lefelegge,turne your
bodie wellon yourright fide for thenithee enterwitn
hisleftlcgge,the point ofhis Rapier will goby the out
fide of your bodie,and yott may giue him ariner(a vp-
pont slegge with your Rapier; and ftabbeé himwith
your dagger in the bodie, All which youmuft do with
grearccleritie and quicknefle, turning yourbedie with
greatnimblenefle onyourleft fide,and recoiling fom-
whatwith your leftfoote,being accompanied with the
nght,andfo you thal deliuer your felfeand your rapier
I 3 with-
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withall out of the powerof your encmie,but if you bee
not pafsing readie with yourfoor, and inturning your
bodie wel and fitly on your right fide,your encinic en.
tering maye thruft you in the:bellie with his Rapier,
and giueyou aftabbewith his: Dagger befides. There-
forc i aducrife you to exercifcyour felfe continual.
ly, that occafionbecing offered you to fight,you maje
perfourmethe fame with much readinefle; and with-
out daunger, otherwife,ifyou onely faileinoncande-
uen the leaft point,you endanger your life.For itis not
maine force thatdoth the deede, but readinefle, dexte-
ritic,and vieof knowledge and arte. You muft there-
fore labour and take paines, which beeing ioyned to
the greate defirc and -louc you beare to this arte, will
bring you to the perfection therof. Infomuch thatyou
fhallbee able to turne and winde.your bodie which
wayeyouwill,and therewithallknow how and which
waie you ought to turneit.

Againe to the purpofe - If your enemie make to-
wardes yourrightfide,and offcra thruft,happilic pref-
fing toomuch forward, you fhall immediatlie turne
yourbodie on the left fide, fo that the point of his Ra-
pier paffing befide your bodie, youmaye giue hima
floccata: or youmay plaie with your bodie,and beate
his Rapier pointe outward from yourright fidewyth
your Dagger , and giue him a punta riuerfa ouer his
Rapierin thebelly or face.Or alfo while hee thrufteth,
youmay beate it by with your Dagger, and carrying
your right foote towarde his right fide, giue him the
fame thruft. Or againe, whileft hee doeth thruft, you
maye ftande firmelie, turning your bodie a little vpon
your lcfte fide, and ftrike by his Rapier pointe with

your
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your Dagger;andtherewithall giue him a riuetfa vpon
the legge. And if hee'bee skilfiill in managing his
weapon, take heede in anie cafe that you let him not
?&t \within you, or winne grounde of you,but fecke

illto growe vppornrhimuvith your foote, that is, thar
your right foote bee without fide of his right foote,
and when hee giuesthe forefaide thruft, take heed you
frike neither with your Rapier nor Dagger, if you
meane to entervpon him- with a paffata, becaufe hee
hauing once gained of you both-opportunitieof time
and meafiure of grounde; you endaunger your felfe
vetie much ¢ but you fhall onelye turne your Rapier
hande inwarde; pafsing fpeedelie with your lefte foot
to his right foote, placing the middeft of your right
foote iultat the hecle of your lefte foote,holding your
bodiconthe left fide. '

As for yourDagger, thar muftbee helde vp with
the pointe alofte, to the ende thatit maie bee mafter
of his Rapice: and fo fhall hurte him either vnderor
iboue his Dagger. But you muft beware and take
greate heede; not to pafle direétlie. right vppon himy,
when you make your paffata with your lefte footeto-
warde his right foote, forif that he bee anie thing skil-
full, hee maic giue you a floccata or imbroccara.
Wherfore whé you make towards him, fee you throw
your {clfe wholie on the-lefte fide, accompanying
your left foot with your right,in the manner aforcfaid.

Furthermore, if you perceiue your enemies Ra-
I;i" pointe to bee borne tawardes your right fide,

auing gotten vppon him with your right foote,paffe
with your lefte foote verie fpeedilie and quicklie to
his right foote, and-carrying your Dagger-, as
in
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in the manneraforefaid, and giue himan imbroccata
vpon his Rapier: But ifyou findehis Rapier pointborn
vponyour bodie,you fhall turne-your bodie on your
lefte fide,and with greatcclcritie drawe your pointvn-
des his Rapiet, thaz the point therofbe vpon his bellic,
and yourleftfoote by theright, your daggerbeingrea:
die withthe point vpward,to command his sapier,tcft-
ing your badie onyourright fide.

Furthermore,if youperceiue his Rapier tobe long,
and the point thereof borne fomewhat high, you fhall
neucrtheleile anfwerehim in this ward:now not hold-
ing your Rapict hand on the infide of your knce, put
carrying your dagger ftraight ont, and-winding yout
bodie on your leftcfide,you fhall make femblaunceto
beate by his weapon with your dagger,and with great
quicknefle you hall draw the point of yourdaggerva-
der his Rapier,readily turning your bodieyppon your
right fide,and carrying yourright foote together with
your left fomewhat towards his lefte fide,&c: Butbe-
ware how you vlethis paffata,vnlcfle you bee well pra-
@ifed init,and fee you holde ftiffeyour dagger hande,
forifyou fufferyourhand to fwarucanie thing down-
}vard,your enemie maie giug youanimbioccaiain the
ace.

Morcouer,inyour paffata lift not yourdaggertoo
high,becaufe (ifhebee skilfull with wﬁ'omc you fight)
whilcftyoulitte vo yourdagger, or holde your Rapier
and Dagger too open;and not inough clofed,hce maie
retire a little,and fo giue youa ftoccata or imbroccata,
infomuch thatyou muft haue an efpeciall care of all,or
ot clfe you cannot auoide daunger of death, Againc,
when you make this paffata, fee that you remaine not

with
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withyourlefte foote, hecaufe he may giueyou aman.
Aritta vppon thelegge, or clfe a ftoccata in the bellic.
Alfo inthe fame paffata, fee that your bodie reft not
wholievppon your lefte fide; becaufe that fodooing,
youthallyour felfebeare your enemies Rapier pointe
vponyour face,

Befides this, when you lie in this warde, and make
vppon your encmic towardes hisrightfide,if you per-
ceive that hee holde his Rapier hande fomewhat
highand farreoff from his bodie, followe you well in
thiswarde,and getting fufficient grounde of him, you
maic giue himaftoccatain thebellic : and in giuing i,
fee that the pointe of your Rapicr entervnder the mid-
deftof his, being your felfereadic to winde awaiewith
your bodic.

Furthermore,in charging him, if you finde that his
rointc bee carricd to the ground-ward,turne fteadfaft-

y vppon your lefte fide,and holde your daggeroutin

length towards his right fide : and } you canbeate the
middeftof his Rapier with your Dagger, atthe fame
inftantgiue hima ftoccata. You maicalfo inthe fame
wardemake a paffata with your lefte foote. Butif per-
Fappes your enemie when you lie in this warde,{hould
matc femblaunce to thruft you , not meaning fo to do,
Lut on-lic for vauntage , {% you bee in equall mea-
fure,an{werehim,and loofe notthat time:butifycu be
rotia cquall reach, thruft not earneftly, nor make 2
yilatavpponhim, for fo you thoulde endaunger your
sfe > butinaunfwering him make but a fhort thruft

athim, tothe ende that if your enemie or aduetfarie
afterwarde make a true thruft, orclfe come forwarde
K with
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with his lefte foateyto make a paffatavppon you, you
maiefodainly turneyourbodie on your lefte fide, and
place your Dagger-hand right with your- rightlmcc.
And {oyou maie giue himaftoccata in the bellic, or
elfe ariverfa vponthe legge,and become maifterof his
weapon: and by howe much the more ftronglyhee
thrufteth , and'the more furiouflie hee entereth with
the paffata, by fo muchthe more eafilie may you hurt
him: but haue agreat and fpeciall regarde to doo it
with much nimblenefle and dexteritic both of bodie
and hand.

Furthermore, if youfinde his Rapier long,in char-
ging him you maie ftrike the middle of his Rapier
with yours, and fodainely giue him the punta riverfa:
but it muft be done with great quicknefleof the hand,
beeing readiewith your right foote to fteppe towardes
your enemies right fide, or clfe to-recoile fomewhat
with yourbodi¢backwardes as {wiftly asyou canne::
for elfe if your enemie at that inftant fhoulde- enter
with a paffata fomething fiercelye, yourlyfe were in
greate hazarde, and efpeciallye if fyou fthoulde make

our thruft ftraight, carrying your foote righttowards
1is,2s maniedoo : but if you fteppe with your right
foote afide, you maie verie eafilye auoide the daun-

T,
Againe,if you finde his Rapier point out atlength,
you maie ftrike his Rapier with yours, and giuc hima
greatemandritta or riverfaat the head, but with greate
fwiftenefle of hand and bodie, Alfolyingin the fame
warde towardes the right fide of your enemle , you
may
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may giuea falfe: ftoccata at his bellie, and if your ene-
mic doobappeto ftrike it backe with his Rapier, you
fhall fodaincly put the pointe of your Rapier ouerhis,
and giue hima ftoccata or puntariuerfavpon his face,
orhisbellie,if hec fhoulde too much hang downe his
hand,at which time you'muft beare your right foote a-
fide towardes his right{ide. You maie alfo offer a
fafethrut at his face,and if hee go-about to firike it
by with his Rapier, you maie put your pointe vnder
his Rapier, and carrying your right foote fide-waie,
gue him a floccata in the bellie: orin both thefe falfe
thrufts, when he}beateth them by withhisrapier, you
may with much fodainneffe makea paffata with your
lefte foote, and your- Dagger commaunding his Ra~
picr,&you maie giue him a punta, cither dritta, or ri-
uer
Moreouer,if your enemie finding you with your
Rapier point borne out in length,fhould ftrikeby your
napicr with his,in the verie inftant that he ftriketh, yon
maie paffewith your right foote towards his tight!gdc,
and with great quicknes putting your Rapierouer his,
gischima punta riverfain the face.and if heebee not
verieskilfull at his weapon, you may fodainly makea
pafftavpon him, andthis maie happenvntayouverie
often : but you ought to bee well exercifed in thefe
pointes,which may make you verie nimble and quicke
with yourfoot,body,and hand, leaft forwantofknowa
ledgeand pradtife in this faculle, you fal notintofome
inconuenience and difhonour, for in the verieleaft
pointconfiftethlifc and death.
K2 There-
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Therefore negle& not thefe thinges, but rather take Many things more may you docinthis warde, ac-
painsand trauaile in the knowledge of them, honoring cording 2s your enemie fighteth : andyou maye vie
and efteeming them both excellent and profitable: this warde after many manners, fo yoube throughlye
neither haueI'entered into this charge,to difcourfe and acquainted with it, and haue by continuall prac-
explaine thefe pointes for their fakes that hate valour tife brough your foote handand bodietto it.
and knowledge, for vato fuch doo I not dire@e my But this fhallfuffife vntill ano-

fpecch, but vnto thofe that loue, regarde, and honour ther daye.

vertue : who beeing worthie of this knowledge,may
alwaies commaund my feruice.

But toreturne toour Eurpofc: if your enemie find
youin this fayde warde, holding yourbodietowardes
your lefte fide, and towardes his right fide, and giue
youa mandritta at the head, you fhall fpeedilye and
with greate agility turne yourbodie on yourrightfide,
and receiuing his mandritta vppon your Dagger, re-
tourne him a ftoccata cither in the bellic orin the
face: Likewife, ifhee giue you animbroccataouer'the
Dagger, you fhall ( turning your bodie vppon your
right fide) aunfwere him with a ftoccata. But if hee
whenyou lie inthis warde, giue you a riuerfaatthe
heade, youmay immediatlye make a Eafﬁta with the
lefte foote ,and fo prefentlye requite him witha ftoc-
€atz.

If you thinke it not conuenient,and therefore will
not paflc with your lefte foote atthe fame inftaunce
that hee giueth the riveta, you fhall turne your
bodie on your ll]cf'tc ﬁgc »and fo Igaugc your choice
eyther to giue him a ffoccata in the bellie , or a d-
uerfa at th% legges: and if you bee thoroughly exer- K 3 THE
cifed and practifed in charging, you maye giue him
adrittaora riucrfaathislegges,being the firft to ftrike,

Many




“Vincentio Saniolo bis Pratlife.

THE THYRDE DAYES
Difcourfe, of Rapier and
D

agger,

Know not certainly,whether ithath been my eameft
defire to encounter you, thatraifdeme catlier this
morning than my accuftomed houre, or tobe affer-
tained offome doubtfull queftions,which yefter-night
were propofcd by fomegendemen and my felfe,in dif-
couric
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coutfe ofarmes ¢ for tliey ficlde, that afthough aman
Jearne perfe€ily the dritta,rivet(, the floccara,the im-
broceata,the punta riuerfa;yith eche feperall motion
of thebody,yetwhenthey hap to come to fingle fight,
where the triall of true valour muftende the quartell,
they vtterly forgetall their former practifes. Thertfore
would Irequeft of you,{ifyou {o pleafejto know your
opinion, whetherin fingle fighta man can forget his
vuall wardes,or vfe them then with as much dexteri-
teand courageas heaccuftomed in Play.

v.Ltisvery likely,thatmany arcof this: opinfcig%fon
theie are fewe or none that in caufe of quarrell when
thev comeas wetearme it tobuckling, but fuffer them-
felucs tobe ouercome with fury;and {6 neuer reméber
their arte : fucheffect eholler worketh. And it may be
fome being timerous and fisll of ‘pufifanimity, (which
s cuer fatherto feare) are fo fcarred onvof their wits,
thatthey feeme menamazed and’voideof fence. Or
fome may be taken in thehumor of dfinke; orwith di-
uers other occafions, thatmay enfeeble their vader-
fanding. And by thefe reafons vell may they forget
in fight, what they learned in play: but in themin
whome no fuch effees ate predominant, neither are
afiledwith fuch accidentes, they behaue themfelues
di‘crectely,and are not diftempered withany fuch per-
webations: and befides this; T hauefeen many that be.
ing fearfull by nature,through dayly practife haue be-
come couragious; and alwaies [o-continued. Neither.
isi: poffible,but in practife hefhould obtaine courage
and encreale hisvalour more thenbefore. ,

L. Buttowhatend doe you teach fuch skill, if it bie
fcarfe fecure, and hard to performe.

¥.
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#. To this  anfwere,that this vertuc or art,of armes
is proper and behouefullto eueryeone for theirliues,
becaufe thatnoman onearth, but hath had orhath in
prefence fome difference or contentionwith fome of
his companions, which moft commonly is decided by
Fght, Tothemthatare of an hautie courage,thisskill
addeth aduantage:to them whofe nature is fearfusl, the
vleof weapons extenuateth a great parte of feare : and
thefe,both the one and other, ought as much as in
them lyeth,ta auoide all cauilling,and fuch difordered
{peeches as procure contention : but efpeciallye, let
fg'ch men take heede,towhome naturehath not giuen
avalorous fpirite: as forothers,whofc courage isho,
itimporzes them very much,to haue greatskill in their
weapon,for being ouer-maftered with heate and cou-
rage oftheir harts,ifin managing their armes they wit
a skilfull dexteritie,they foong {poyle themfelues : for
through wante of knowledge, they cometo be ouer-
throwne, whererather it bchoueth them with aduife-
mentand difcretion,notonely to fpy theirown faults,
andfoone toamend them, butalfo thorough his enc-
mics ouer-fights,to take his owncaduantage.

L.Trueitis I confeffewhat youhaue faide, for fure,
who{o wanteth courage, muft of neceffitie forget his
cunning. Buttellof curtefie,were it thata man wereto
combate,and through breuitie of time it were not pof-
fible to be perfect in thedepth of this knowlcdge,what
order would you take,toinftruct him that he mightbe
{afe and dangerles.

7.1 wiltellyou,I would acquaint him with onc on-
ly warde,which amongftall other is the beft for fight,
to him who willvnderftandit: of which Imeane now

to
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toentreatetotheendI may entttu@ you in it;thatbes
ing thrOUFthpradifCa inthatonely wardesyou maye
combate fecurely, Therefore to make my {choller per-
fe@inthatmanner of lying, Lwould place him with
hisleftefoote and daggerbefore, extending hisbodye
far,and Lalfo would lyefo, then would I haue him tra-
verfetowardsmy left fide;and I circularly would paffe
with:my rightfoore, thrufting a floccataeitherat: his
faccorbreft.

L. And whatfhallthe fcholler doe then to defend
himfclfe, and offend you?
v. Whilfte I thruft my ftoccataiat:himy, and that 1
affe aboutrowards his lefte fide, in that monvent that
Fpanc from him and thruft, heefhiall likewifein that
counter- time pafle circularly towards my:left fide;and
then fhall thrufta flotcataatiny breft ot face, wihding
hisbody vpon hislefefide.
L. Andhow willyou faue yourfelfé?
7.In thatinftant, whereinboth my felfeand hedoe
paff¢ thrufting at me in that counter-time; i1 benoe
very prompt,with themotion of my bodic,hee maye
cﬂac firike me inthe breft or face: therefore whileft
that [ thruttat himand heat me,f will break it with my
Dagget from my lefte fide, tutning the poirre citree
hi%h or lowe, according as hee thruftes;-and I would
helpe my felfe with drawing my body backwards,and
in xﬁaz time I would carty Iy tight foote towardshis
lefte,and then would I thruft an imbroccata aboue his
Dagger.
L.And whatcanhedoer
¥, Hee hall doe the like, guiding his tight footeto-
L ward
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warde mylefte, and:fhaltbreake mydmbraccataone.
warde from his lefte.fide, and thruftanimbroccatay
mecaboue my Dagger: and Iwil rerite-afidesas Thaue
tolde youinthe formerwardes,and make achimwith
a drirta,or riverfa,or.an imbroceata withythedritta; x5
inithe others;

L. Iam of thisminde; thatrhofoeuet, would per.
formethis warde,hadneede to beperfeétlie inftru&ed
and throughly exercifed,andthat hebe of good knoy-
ledgenfor certainly.this Lehinke,itis an excellent ward
for him thatknowes to docitwell,butvery.dangerous
farardwichollérarimperfect. .And.if you wounld ma-
mifeftfomelyingto counter:check this warde we have
fpoken of; IThould thinke my felfehighlye beholding
for;fuch afaneur,

7. Obferucthis firfte, if you wereiin fight; to vie this
warde,and that your enemic in:Jike forte thould garde
him fclfe with thefame lying : marke this checfely and
firlthow hee beares his weapons and: his hodie, high
otlowe, and how hee holdeshis Rapier and Dagger,
and according to his lying; affaulte and offerto-him.
Therfore intheencounter that you.thall make,charge
him towardes his'lefte fide; keeping your felfe fafe
lye in yout.warde, and haue this.regarde, to keepe
your poyate within his, And if heglye high with his
bodye and Dagger. keepe your poynte voder his
Dagger hande,and thruft your {toccata at his brefic:
but if you fee him: Iye with bis:Dagger lowe, thiuft
animbroccata athis belly with great ccleritye, or at
hisface,auoiding with yourright foote circularlycto-
wardes his lefte, turning quickly yourbody vpen your

lefie
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\cfiefide, in manner of-an halfe wheele:butit behoues
vou to be verye readye; otherwife,in ftaying in-your
paflige,it hecauoyde in that counter-time, heemaye
put you in danger of life: the like is, if you pafledi-
rectlye, you are both of you in danger of deathiz-or
if youthon!d paffe dire¢tlye,and heekeepe himfelfein
file warde, orthathe auoidé in-compaflc, e may well
fuchim (clfeand endanger you. Therefore finding
vaurenemiein this warde,cuer-oblerue o carrie your
iclte in compaffe.

Morcauer, if you affaile- your;enemi¢ wich this
warde,and hee lye with his righit foote formoft, if hee
holdehis R apier far rom him, yowmay diteclye take
his pointe,keeping your daggerlong out;andyour bo-
diclowe: andif hé thrufteither aboue otbelowe,keep
vour Dagger ready to break his thrultand-offer home
to him vpon the lefte foote;or pafle towards him:with
vout rightfoote,as you thall finde beft. And'inyout
cricado feeif youcart commaund hisfivoordewidt
your Dagger, ¢itherfrom your left¢ orright fidejand
thenthruft youy froccéta-or punta rinetfd, It you:fec
himIyedifplaied, folowe him,. bearing yourDagaer
within his fword, and you maie- weltthruft your floc-
cacitherathisface otbrelt:or elfe make apaflatare-
o'utelie,wheelinghalfe about,keeping yourfelfepre-
eatlicin 2 good warde;vponyour righitfoote.

Morconer , in this warde youmaye eafilie giute
kim a2 mandrittd or riuer(a vpon his legges -or: yout
maievfe acaricado vpon his right-fide, keeping your,
warde, and carrying well your bodye, that the halfe
of your rightfoote garde your lefte heele,and guiding

2 your
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your body diretly vpon your left fide, make forwarde
directly vpon his rightfoot, thereby to commaund his
fwoorde, andthen may you ftrike him vpan the lefee
foote. Agajne,ifyon fec hee keepes his Dagger pointe
ypanyowthryft a ftoceataag his face:if you finde. him
notwell commaading his poing, charge him vpon his
rightfide,bearing the daggerlong,and break his thrutt
outwards,offringyourftoccataathis face orbreft, Like-
wife,if you {ee hecommaundnot his poing;and being
aduantaged vpon his right {ide, youmaye with great
readines putyour peinie vader his fwoord, lifting your
fivoord hand and your dagger, wheninthe meantime
you may giue bima ftoccata orimbroccata,and be ma.
fter of his fivporde with yoursand your Dagger. And
in charging him vpon hisright fide,you.may giye him
axiuerfavponhislegge. '
Againgifhee offer a mandrittaat your head,ia the
lifting of his handaduance your felfe with: yous right
foote, and receiue it vponyour Dagger, giving hima
floccataat his breft or face: fo if hee thruft a riverfz 2
your head,youhallift vp the point of your Dagger,&
recciue iton your dagger S fworde, & in the fame time
thruft animbroccataathisbelly,or elfe taking the river-
fa vponyour Dagger,youthallginehim another ypon
thelegges,ora ffoccatain the belly. Likewife, if your
encmic (hall giue you amandritta vponthe legge, you
fhall nimbly pafle circularly withyour right foote to-
wards hislefte fide, for {o hee cannot offend you,and
you may hithimeither inthebeily or face.
Moreouer, if your encmic thruftan imbroceata o
boue your Dagger,youmult seadilye paffe with )logf
right
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right (ootebefare he retire.with his point,and you may
wellhithim inthe face,breatt,orlegges. Again,if when
you charge him towardes his right fide; you. fee his
pointbefarre out and fomewhathigh, keepeyourbo-
dievppon your lefte fide,andlic lowe coueredin your
ward,bearing your dagger at the length of your arme,
keeping good meafvre:and in your cariage;make fhew
to put gy his Rapicr withyour dagger,and fodainly fai
vour point vader his fivard,stauerfing with your righe
120t round,turning your bodie vppon your right fide,
& lothruftyour ftoccata at his face.oxbieaft. And if he
hold his point high, youmay charge himdireGlyp wich
hispoint,forif hee thrufteither ahoue or below;in the
emeof his thruft aduaunce your left foote, extendin
yourdagger,and by that advancing hee fhall loofchit
pointand you maie kit him with 3 drittaorriverfaat
your pleafure. Andif he thruftat you, and {ou paffea-
bout with your right foote, then you maie likewife hir
him.

L. Truly you haue giuen meeto vnderftand excel
ently ofthis ward : but let me intreate youto teach me
~ow I maie defende my felfe if one aflaile mee inthat
witd, andhow Imay beft offend my enemie, keeping
ry right foot formoft.

y.1haue tolde you many things concerning this
watd,ifyouknow how te doo them and praife them,
Eefides,there bee diverfe gther thingeswhich T cannot
ewyouwith fpeaking : hue forthis time it will bee
{thaientifyou can perform.what Thaue declared. And
Lwilltell you:if youlie with your right foote formoft,
11dhe keepe bis left foote forwarde, according as you
nurke his lying,fo do, charging hixn citheronthelefte
3 or
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orright fide. And althoughyouhithim not,and thathe
paflevpon his right foote,doeyoubut changeyourbo-
dic to your left fide, lifting vp the point of your poni-
ard,firming younr hand on your righr knee,fofhallyou
be mafterof his fword, andmaie cafily ftrikehim, and
the more fierce heis,the more fhiall you commaund his
weapon and endanger him: neither can hee ftrikeyou
either:within or withoutyour dagger,oronthelegges.
And ifyou feehe keepes his dagger winding towardes
his right fide;thruft ariuverfa at-his face , fo thar your
point may enter inthe:midft of his dagger,.and {odain-
ly recoile,and if helikewife parte,rurneyourbodie,as
haue tolde you,vpon your leftfide, and as'youfechim
lie,fo guarde your (elte, bearing your bodie onwhich
fide youthinke beft.

And {urely belecue mee, the firlt warde X taught
youof Rapier and dagger;is abfolutely the beft botha.
gainftthis and anic otherkinde of lyings. Thercforel
wouldewifh youto learneit perfectly, and excrcifeit
thoro ughly,d):at ifoccafion happen, you may be both
skilfull and well practifed. Bue rake heede of oncfaulr,
which manyincurre;who if in plaie they receiuc oncor
two floccaraes,they inforce themlelues to giuc oneto
be reucnged. Burthisis neither fitforafcholler, nor or-
detlie,fince in plaie we fhuld behaue our felucs friend-
lie,boih to leatn and paffe the time;and 2lfo to exeraft
our feluesin ftirring ourbodies,and vfe thisarte forthe
right effeét,:-W herein wee ought efpeciallie to auoide
cholerand anger.Forwhereoccafion happens ro fight,
in deede, rapiers:are not as feiles; which - cannot doo
muchhurt, buta fmall pricke of a Rapiers pointe maie
cither kill, orat the'leaft maime. So that imanic wife -

uoide
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poidefo daungarous an ouerfight: And if you happe
to wound your ¢némie; though verie. fmallie; yet by
the fighe of hisblade , hee heeing kindled with furie,
Maiiooihenfeeble his trength,and fall from his right
buas. Therefore [ withyoutake good heede,and it you
fee youefelfeapteto incline to fuch a faulte, amende iny
and!eane perteilie to defende yourfelte well; to the
co.lthat if perhappes yon cannot hurtyour enemie,ei-
terforthathe furgm ethinskil,or you want ftrength,
yaryounaic auoide dangerof beeibg hirrt your fcife,
whichwill bee both lionorable and profirable to yon,
confidering that eyen-the. verie firft thruft is. fufficient
10 ende the whole controuerfic. Therefore bee heed-
full and wife,and rememiber 1 haie toldz you foundly
for your owne fafeties
L.1affure youIwill followe;your aduifc, which1
fce grounded onfuchreafon; as cucriewife and reafos
nable man ought to followe it, eftraunging himfclte
from all furious fellowes, who thinke to. purchafe ho-
nout by running headlong on their death. Therefore
=l I equefter my felfe from their acquaintance. But
] praic you profecate and go forward with the reftof
this ward.
+. Sithence I fee-you conceiue fuch pleafurein
i, Twill proceede on and goe forward alittle farther.
Manie there bee which: exércile this warde vppon
theytlefte foote, but therein they differ, Therefore it
saportes to bee-well inftruéted in the diueriitie: for
:t your encmie lie in-that warde ;and: you vppon your
r tht foote,and hee beare himfelfe and his Dagger
lipirey charge him towardes- his lefte fide, and- in
1< apprache; fee you parteavith greate readynefle
with
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with your right foote towardes his left; and {peedilie
thruft you a ftocata in his belly,8 in thethrufting,look
you enter vrider his avmeot hatide,turtiing our bodie
ontherightfide ,and the backfide of your {word hand
toward your left.Ifhe hold his'dagger low,charge him
towards his leftfide withyour sight foote fide-waits,
and thruft either a ‘ftoccara orimbroecata, as you thall
thinkebeft,aboue his dagger, and for your owne fafe.
gard,turne your bodie vpon theright fide. And if you
{ce him lie difplaide; carrie your bodic on yoor right
fide,and trauerfeto hislefte, and thenthruflt your ftoc:
catabetweenc hi$ fword and dagger.
Moreouer, you-maye thrulte your ftoccata ¢-
ther at his face or breaft, but'doo it with greate
romptnefle, and in the fame time recoile with your
fcft foot drawing after yourright, and be quickein the
retire torecouer your rapier, thatifyour enemie make
forward,you may be réadi¢ againe to thruft: therefore
be quickeand vigilant, otherwife it in your thrufting
yoube not readic; in that felfe fame time your enemie
maie wellhityou : but retiring with yourfeete;ande.
fcaping with yourbodie, you {hall thunne all daunger.
Againe,ifyou finde his rapier point high, charge him
lowe vpon theleftfootyand dire@lie with your dagger
st his Rapiers point, bearing your Dagger:as I haue
taughtyou: o you maie thruft cither athisface orbreft
without retiring,butbeing fureto lie wel inyour ward,
forinthetimewhileftyou tétireor withdraw yourfeet,
you fhall bein danger,but keeping that watd fure, you
are without perill,for whether hee thraftaboue or be
lowe,you beeing in thatavard are fafe,and moreready
towindeyour pointe aboue or belowe his dagger,or
you
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rou maie gine him a mandritta on the légs:neither can
Lc hurt youin his circularor turning,if he fhould fore-
coile,-Againe,if youfee himlie vpright,lic you fo like-
wife,buteuerkeepe your Dagger readie,and you maie
feigncaftoccata at his face,and whileft hegoethabout
tobreake it,winde your pointequicklievnder his dag-
genand wheele with your bodie halfe compafié, auoi-
ding with yourright foote fide-waies, as I haue tolde
you. Andif hee charge you lowe and lie open, com-
ming dire&tlicon your pointe;giuebickeyour bodiea
lile,and thruft a riuerfaora ftoccatalike an imbrocca-
upnd readilicremoue with your right foot backward:
orifhee lie as manie doe,with his fiword vpon his dag-
ger crofle.wife,you may redilie thruft him intheface,
andretire backeward towards his leftefide. Againe,in
that maner of lying,you maie chargehim towardes his
nghtfide,and thruft a ftoccataathis face,betweene his
Rapierand Dagger,euc: remembring that your fivord
palle by the middeit of his Dagger, and giue him.a ri-
uerfainrecoiling backward towards his rigtitfide. And
ifyou fortune notto hitte him, and that he paffe vpon
his ri%ht foote, doeyoubutchangeyounrbodie-to tie
lefte l1de, lifting vp your poniard, and holding your
hand firmclie on your right knee, o thal youbie maftee
of his fwoorde,and maic eafilie hit him : and the more
Ecrecheis,the moreyou fhall commaund hisweapon,
and mangle him,neithetcan he flrikeyou, either with-
iorwithout yourDagger, ot with a dritta or rinetfa
vponthelegges. Againe; ifyou fee hiti holdehis dag-
gerwith the point turning to his lefte fide, thruft at his
hice ariucrfa,guiding your pointe o enterinthe. mid-
deftof his dagger,and foddenlic recoile: andifhe likes

M wife
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wile parte, docasI hauealreadie toldcyou, winding
your bodicwell vpon yourlefee fide: ityoufinde him
lying open,vfe your caricado toward his right fide,and
lye lowein your warde, carrying yourbodie on your
lefte fide,bearing your Daggeroutat length,as I haue
taught youinthe firftwarde : butletyour hand becing
direétly with yourknec,turne with your bodic, and in
this manner you maicoffer athruft: and if hec thruft
firft,beare your dagger readicto defend your felfe and
your rapier to offend him. But in this be very heedful,
as T hauc often tolde you, neither eleuate nor abafe
your dagger hand,nor beare him ouer the one fide or
the other,for if your enemy hane good skill in his wea-
pon,and withall areadie hand, he may eafilicbearc his
pointe compafle and hurtyou : ormany times feignca
thruft to deceine you. Thercfore bealwaies aduifed to
kecpe your handfirme, not abafing orlifting vp your
pointe,or turning yourwrifton the one fide or other:
and if he thruftat you,you maie well readilie both de-
fend your felfe,and offend him,

Moreouer,if he abafe his point,liein yourleftc foot
warde,and vfe yourcaricado vpon his right fide,and if
hee thruft either an imbroccaabouc yourDagger, ora
mandrittaatyour head,remouing his tight foor, turne
readilie yourbodieon yourright fide, lifting vp your
Dagger,andturning your wrifte. Againe, if you finde
his pointe farre out,charge himin yourleft foot warde
towards his right {ide,and charge him with your Dag-
ger clofeto his fivorde, and letting fall your pointe vn-
derhis,you maie eafilie thruft a ftoccata or imbrocca-
ta,buteuer keepe firme your Dagger hand, andlift not
vpyourbodie,and in breaking his thruft towardhis

Jeft
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leftfide,youmaie giue hima riuerfa cither inthe breft
oron the legs. Befides this, many more practifesthere
be,which with good exercife of body,and readinesof
hand,might eafilic be effeted. But becaufe it groweth
fomewhatlate,and our difcourfe hath latted {o long, 1
willtake my leaue of you,retiring my felfe to difpacch
fome bufines before my going home.

Ll aminfinitely beholding vnto you forthefegood
intru®ions,and to morrow I wil meete you, tovader-
tand fomewhat more,formy farthersskil,and auoiding
ofidlencs.

¥.God be your guide,andtomorrow I will expecte
you.
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THE FOVRTH DAYES
Difcourfe,of fingle R apier.

Entreating how a lefiehanded man, [ball plaje with
one thatisright handed,

Luke,

W2 14 Iwasinan hono-
SRS rable place, wher
“Ja vpon occafionof
4 fome icloufic of
VA loue of cerraine

114 gentlewométwo
4 gentlemen of the
w222 companic fell at
 wotds, and from

~ SRR qwords to deeds,
but they were not fufferedat that time to proceede to
any further ation,neuertheles they.gaue eheir faiches
the nextmorning to trie it with their weapons. and fo
accordinglie they met; and brauely perfourmed their
combate: in the execution whereof I tooke great plea-
fure tobeabeholder,not that T had aniedelight to fce
them kill one another, but foranother canfe,(and that
was) to fee by cxperience the truthr of that which
Bauebeard manie affirme: and fecing thercis fo good
an opportunity offered,l witentreat you,hauing t{)(; ué

¢
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bledyouinagreater matter, thatyou will affoyle me
cerraine doubtes, which I thall demaund of you, and
make me rightly vaderftand them, whereby Lhall re-
maine greatly bound vnto you.

y.Ipraicyou tell me, what were thele gentlemen
which fought,and whetheranieof them be hurt: after,
be bolde to declare to meyourdoubtes,and Iwill not
failcto refolue you the beft I can.

L.5ir,I doubtnotof your curtefie, which I haue
found you alwaies willing to fhewe to enerie man,but
checfely to your freends: butto tell you the truth, I
haue forgot the gentlemens names, bur this I can well
fie that in the handling of their weapons they beha.
vedthem/felucs very manfullie, neitherof them recei-
uing any wound, forthey werebothvery quicke with
the rapier to offend, and with their daggers to defend:
but the greateft reafonthat led me to be prefent there,
wasto (gc how wellthey managed their weapons, one
ofthem being right handed,andthe other letc handed:
becaufe I know many of opinion, that the left handed
haue greataduantageof the right, yet Ifec both doe
their vitermoft this morning, without any hurt of ei-
ther partie,and in beholding both theone and the o-
ther diligently.I could not difcerne anic iotof aduan-
uge betweene them: therefore you fhall doe me great
favour,if youdifcourfe vntome,whether theleft hand
anhaucany aduantage of the right,or theright of the
Jefte: withall inftructing me,both how to defende my
glfe fromfuchaoneandhow to offend him.

¥.0Ofthis queftion, Thaue heardmany times munch
#eafoning,and many there are indecde which fo think,
bat belceue me,the lefthand hath no aduantage of the

M3 right
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right hand, nor the right,of the lefte no otherwifethan
you your felte finde your owne aduantage.

L. Tell me thertore,if you would teach aleft hand,
how wouldyonbegin ¢

7.Iwouldteach him firlt with thefinglexapier, ma-
king him to ftand with his left footeforwardes,and that
his heele fhould be rightagainft the middle pare of his
right foote,& I would put my.felféwith miy right foor
forward;as I told youbefore concerningthe gh lera-
picr,& Lwould that the fchoflet fhould hold hisfword
outatlength, that the point thereof bee dite@liear my
{ace,and that he holdc his fwoord-hand, as itwer¢ina
line,from his bodie, & outwards of my fword towards
my right fide,palsing withal with his left foot towards
my [eft fide,putting his rapies vnder mine; and to giue
mean imbroccarain the belly, by.turning the knuckle
ofhis hand downwards towards his leftfide,

7. Ttfeemeththaryou dooall contrarie to theright
band,becdufe inteaching theright hand, hee visth the
ftoccata,but thelefthand,you'make him to begin with
theimbroceata. Butawhap willyou dootodefend your
felfeinthemeanctime?

7.Iwill auoide fomewhat with my body;and with
my handbeatc downe hisimbroccara without my left
fide,and carrying-my right foot aftermy left foot,giue
him ariverfaat.thehead.

L.Whatfhal the fchollerdoo imrhisdefence,bothto
hurtyou andfaue himfelfe?

7. He thal doo quite contrarie vato him that is right
handed, becanfethe right hand, whenT offer himari-
uerfaatthe head,paffeth;with the Jeft foote;and gueth
me¢ theimbroccata vader my rapicnbu_ttheleﬁhanci;i

whil
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whileft Igobackewith my right foot,and thae I liftmy
apicrto giuohimthe riverfs, he fiviftly paflethwith his
right foot before his left, and giueth mea ftoccata, life-
inghishand from behinde: &foin the paflataes which
he thall make, tanding with his leftfoote forward,and
pafsing with his right foot toftrike his enemie, whereas
the righthand pafleth with his left footwhen he giueth
1ftoccatato hisenemie, theleft hand cleane contrarie,
inpalsing giuestheimbroccata to his encimie:& wher-
astheright hand fhalgiue the imbroccata,the lefrhand
quite contrariethall giue the ftoccata and that which I
fc, isfor the left handes inftruction againft the righe,
But nowe I will fpeake no further of this warde, forfo
muchas no other thing folaweth but that which  haue
wolde you alreadie concerning-the firlt warde of the
fingle rapier,and I will declarc vnto youthe warde of
therapicr and dagger,both toinftruct die lefte handed
how to deale againft theright hand,and how the right
hind ought tobehaue himfelfe againft the lefte hande,
which fhall be our nextdifcourfe, And forthis time T
nieyou pardon me,hauing oecafion togo alittle way
gtncc,to takevp amatter betweene twoof my friends,
vpon cereaine differences happened betweene them, &
by and by we will meet againe. Farewell

The leftehandes. Warde at Rapierand
Dagger.

L.Seting youhaue alreadie declared howe a Iefte
handeisto bee taugheat fingle Rapier , 1 praie youal-
fotellmce,howyou woulde likewife inftru@ him at
Rapicr and Dagger, and-afterwardes the defence a-
gainft hin,,

y.I
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of longtime hauemade profefsion therof?fo itisin the
vieof weapons,andin euery other facultic : for exam.
ple,take a Cannoneer which well vaderftandeth his
arte,and he will charge hisPeeces infuch good forte,
thatit fhallbea hard matter;-or almoft impofsiblefor
them tobreak: afterward take one of thefé contemners
of arte, who with their blinde iudgement prefume to
be ableto doeall thinges , to fiich aone giue the hand-
ling ofa Peece ofordinance,andlet him not want pou-
der,fhot;or any neceffaries therto belonging, and let
him chargeaccording tohisvaine knowledge,you thal
{ee him prefentlye breakeallandkill himfelfe. Thelike
falleth outin the handling of armes, theignorant will
doeone thing for an other, which fhall turne-to-his
own confufion,forby the mouing of his bodie or foot
onely out of timeand order, he may eaflic ouerthrow
him Telfe,and haften hisowne death.

L. Ithath beenfeene neuertheles,that many altoge
ther vnexperienced:in the hargebufe; haue made a9
good fhotas they which haue long practifed thefame,

¥.Itisan oldefaying,that ohe lower maketl nota
fpring,for although this vnskilful man hauemade, or
may make atauy time fome good fhot,affure yourfelfe
itisto be artributed to chaunce or fortune, or asitis
faid,to hisgood hap, and ifhe fhould bee: demaunded
atwhat thing hee made his leuell; if hee wib confefle 4
rruth, hee will not denie ;that his feuell was fet atan
other marke,and in truth it may notbe otherwife: for
triall wherof makehim fhoote again, and youfhalt fee
hauing no moreknowledgelthenbefore;torpractifing
the faidexercife,that fcarfe cuer heesvill make the Like
fhotagaine. But they which are wel inftruGted and ‘?c;

ercife
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ercifed theringwyill feldomemake one fault, In likefort
inthe vie of otherweapons,one maye giue a cunning
froke,but it (hal be by fortune,and no cunning:fo.that
thinking to giue the like blowe againe,he will occafion
his owne death, and that onely by not knowing what
tme to ftrike: after thefame mannerhee that will take
vpon him to. chargeaPecce of artillerie ,notknowing
the charge thercof according o the waightofherbul-
let,will foonebreakeall,and murder him felfe : but he
which truely hath his arte, you fhall fee him with-dex-
teritie charge & difcharge,without-any encombrance,
hauing his Fccrcts_ readie o coolethe Canon whenthe
is ouerheated,and other artificiall feates which hee can
maketo fetue his turne:{o thatitis no meruaile that he
whichis guided onely by prefumption,and will thruft
him felfe into matters which hee knoweth not,ifhee o-
uerthrowe him felfeand fuchas rely vponhim: and -
fpecially certaine harbrainde wits;whovleta defpifec-
verything, with whom Iexhorte youto haue no: dea-
ling,feing they are men void of al reafon,which cuight
tobe the rule of manslife,and without which amanis
noman,but the outward fhape of aman onely.

L. Truly Tknow you fiy thetriith,and of farce:the
knowledge of al good fcienees muft-come from:God,
which is of a diuine nature.Butletthis pafle,I pray you
refolue me in this: wherfore vie you not to ftrike at the
poniard fide, as welas at the right fide,and by:what rer
{on ftrike youat the fworde fide? telk meatfo which is
thebetter fide to ftrike,either the poniarde fide or-the
fworde fide,and which of themis more fafe?

¥.When yougoe to chargea lefte handed man-in
Iour warde looke firftin what ward he lyeth,and how

iecholdeth his weapons, anfwering him inthe fame

2 forme,
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forme: and touching your demaund, to knowe wher.
fore I ftrike not at the Dagger fide,I wil tell you: when

1 findehim in this ward carrying his lefte foot formo
if 1 fhould make athis Dagger fide and ftrike fiifte,]
putmy felfc in danger to hurtmy felf, becaufe in theu.
fting [ runnevpon the pointeof my enemie : but ma-
kingat hisleftefide, Iam out of danger of his pointe,
whereof making to his Dagger fidel am in perill:for if
you ftrike firfteand thelefte handed man haue a good
Dagger,andbe quicke with his fiworde,he will alwaies
put youin hazard of an imbroccata:and in truth there
are tewelefte handes which vieftoccataes, but for the
moft parte imbroccataes. Now if he offer you the im-
broccatafirft,being towards hisdagger,and youbeing
nimblewith yourbodie,whilefthee ftrikes atyou, you
fhallalittle bowafide with yourbddy, andbeatby the
pointe outwards from your left fide,and you may cafi-
lye giue him a ftoccata oranimbroccata : but it you
ftrike,firft you endangeryour felf:and if you will ftrike
the fitft,you thall go towardshisleftfide,to be inmore
fafetie,and offering your blowe, fecke to be without
his pointe, ftriving to faften your ftoccata at his face,
ancr retire your lefte footback with great fwiftnes,your
right footaccompanying your left: but finding him in
his ward, to beare his fivoordeout atlength,if ycu be
welladuifed,you thall carrie yourright foot after your
left,and lye in the third ward I taught you conceming
theleftfoot:and regarde wel whileftyouw atc inwarde
vpontheright foot,and ifyou wil, out of the firft ward
of Rapierand dagger, enterinto the third:be furethat
you pafle notforward with theleft foot firfte, forin fo
doing he mightgiue youa ftoccatain the bcl!yhor f;cc:
thercfore
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trercfore carie your nght footafter yourleft,andin the
fiid ward charge him towards his Ictt fide, who lying
withhis left foot forward;asyou do; if you cnarge him
enthe leftfide,vnles he be verieready and perfect athis
weapon,you thathaue great aduantage of him, & make
our {elte mafterot his veapons, and grea:ly indanger
i‘.xs life Neuerthelefleit he be skiltul;and know how to
paiewith hisbodie, he maie auoide the forefayd dan-
gers,and hazard your life, if you bee not the more skil-
tull,albeit you finde him,as I faid before,lying with his
leftfoottorward. Wherefore itis nrccﬂ{ric that you
wndeftandand practife wellyourfelfe,, feeing the leaft
e:tour you maie make,may be your great hurt.
L.Butfuppofcthat one be altogetherignorant,and
haue notthefe turnings of his bodic in areadineffe,you
tolde mee there was no differcnce betweene theright
hand and the left hand, neither of them hauing aduan-
tageof theother. And now you tell meethatthe right
hand,in cafe he liein the third ward,trauerfing toward
theleft fide of his enemy,hath great aduantage of a left
hand.I praie you therefore thew mee if there beanie o-
ther ward, wherein thelefte hande may fo lie, that the
righthand fhall haue no aduantage vpon him.
¥.Youknow how Ifaidethere wasno aduauntage
betweene them,befides that which vieand knowledge
giueth to cither partie , wherefore if the right hande
change from the firft wardeinto the third,to affault the
leftand, thenthe lefte hand thall carrie his lefte foote
after bis right,fo lying with the right foote fowarde in
good ward,and the right hande liein the third warde,
with his lefte foot forward, and fo thall neither the one
ortheother haueajote of aduantage,except that whiﬁh
3 c
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he can giue by true obferuation of timeand meafure,
and hjs better knowledge: fo thatif the lefre hand be
well inftructed, finding his aduerfarie with hisrighe
foote forward,and with his owneright foote forward
chargd toward the right fide in good warde,then thall
he haue the aduantage vpon the right handed,and be
able tomake him felfe'maifter of his enemies armes,
Butifthe right hand bee wellknowledged and bee ac-
quainted with the turnings and windings of the body,
and be quick and readie with therapierand dagger,he
maie auoidethefe hazards, and endanger the lett han.
ded man. And thisis one of the fpeciall points which
cither the one or theother can:learne, This which1
haue toldeyou(efpeciallie if cither of thé haueto deale
with one that isignorant)will giue him the aduantage
againft his aduerfarie. Furthermore, if you fhalllye in
the firft wardewith your right foote formoft, bearing
your felfc fomewhat towardsthe righefide -of your e-
nemie, and hee offera mandrittaat your head; beyou
readie with yourdagger bearingthe pointehigh, and
turning your bodie vpon your left fide.for fo you thall
giue hima ftoccata,or imbroccata,or puntatiuerfa, in
thebelly or face,according as you fhal finde your beft
aduantage,& your enemie moft-difconered : you may
alfo ftandirg fledfalt in good warde,giue himariuerfa
atthe legges. But if you fhould offer to auoide it by
turning ofyour bodie,and be not quicktherein, your
adueyfarie mightgiue you a mandtitta vpon the face
or head : for there are. many who in aunoiding with
theirbodies,lofe their daggers, and put themfelaesin
greatdanger : alfo the cfcape which you make with
your bodic vponthelefte fide,is clean contrary to that
which you vfeagainftthe right handed man, bccaﬁfc
that
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thatwhen the right handed maketh amandrittaatyour
head,you do hotraife the point of your daggermuch,
andwmeyourbydicvponyoorrightfide,butdealing
with theleft handid;you e your bodlevpon
kitefide: alfo when hegiuethiyou a rlucrfa, your thall
wrneyour bodie vpon the right fide: Morcourr,ifyon
fhall haue occalion to makea mezza incartata;you thal
doitinaforte cleancontrarie to thatwhich youmake
dealing with aright handed man, for youmake your
mezzaincartata to the righthanded man,giuing him a
foccata, but to tha lefie hpnded by an imbroccata,
playing wellwith your bodie: if yoube well skilled in
yourweapon,exercifing your felfe in the firft,fecond,
indthird wards,you fhall do many thinges more then
Ifpeakeof. Likewifethelefthanded,if he practife well
thefe forefaid wardes fhall be able to defend himfelfe,
and todcal againftany other ward, And for thistime I
wilnot difcourfe to you any farther,onely I aduife you
toexcrcife yourfelfein allthefe points I hauefet down
vato you, becaufe befides theknowledge , you fhall
make your practifeabfolutein fuch forte, that when
occafion fhallferue to fpeake of fuch matters,you maie
be able to giue a fufficient reafon therof, & alfo defend
your(clfe again(t fuch as will offer you iniurie ,for the
worlde isnowe fubiect to many wronges and infolen-
cies. Butyou fhal therby make your felfe moft petfect,
and know far moreinthis behalfe then I haue vttered
vntoyou,foritis not pofsible in this artto exprefle all
by words, which by your own experience and diuerfi-
tieof occurrences you fhall finde . But for thistime e-
nough,let vs pray to God o defend vs fr6 all mifhaps.

L. Amen, faye 1, thanking you hartilye for your
curtefic and fauour fhewed me in thefe matters ,and é

wi
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will not faile heereafter tovifite you nowe and then,
that our friendthippe maic dailie grow greater,offering
atall times my fmall Ezwcv to doo you feruice in ac-
knowledgement of this your goodnes,

7. And 1 alfothanke you for your kindnefle and lo-
ving offers. «Adio,

L. Adjo,

The end of the firft Booke.
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THE PREFACE.

e Orafmuch as diners and fun.-
X drieperfons hawe beretofore
STl treated of the matter of fin-
1=} gle combats(whereof Lbane
alfo framed this prefent difconrfe_)and,
bane notonly grounded their opinions vp-
pondeep indgment and exat confiderati-
tion of the Jubiett they were to bandle, bue
alfo with all furnisure of wit and wordes
commended the famevnto the view of the
world : F might infty doube (as being in-
wardly guiltse of mine owne weakpes and
ifufficiencie) to go forward with the en-
terprife F bane prefently taken in bande:
But for that my purpofe heerein 11 ra-
ther to difcharge my duetie and zeale to
the Nobilitie o Gentrie of England,
and by publifhing " of this Treatile to
Jeelde 4 teftimonie of my  thankefull
0 2

minde
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minde for their manifolde fauors,than by
froth of [peech to make my matter [alea.
ble,ar to purchale eitber credit to my felfe
or 4ccept4nc?" the Reader = my bope s,
that fuch perfons towhofe ranke it belon-
geth to manage e Armes, and to know the
vfe of their weapon,willno leffe fanorably
conceie tf my indewors , and with their
curtefies [upplie mj-d;feﬂe:, shen § baue
bin redy by my painful & liberal diligence
todeferue their likings, ¢ do now prefent
my labors in the moft humble degree of re-

serence.

DISCOVRSE

OF SINGLE COM-
BeATS:
WITH SOME NECES-

Jarie confiderations of the caufes

for which: they are v
der-taken.

FARNAY T‘“\’“\\‘}\%—»};\’}}\@%"g Hen enter into

ROL VS 22z o7 3P due examination,

2L S8 @ of the firft original
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. el masa e e fions of this kinde

’ | seoazof encounter, and
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:&% WV 536 " Zwith-all confider
gLz PSS ES 8 the corruption of
X\ ey 1} }/mans -nature tho-
g /;_.»_\\& < ¢ o Zrough whofe am-
LA H ST fEbitions and info-
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CORA LN A

X ANALANRL RN

%

Ient humorsthefe

violent trials haue
becneoften practiled - ¥ eannor but allowe of the jult
complaints framed againft manby Philofophers, and
wife menof formes times + as thatbeeing by his indu-
Aricandknowledge ableto:fearch outand attaine vn-
tothe amplitnde of the aire, the hidden fecrets of the
eanth,and the reuolutions of the heauens: yer is o dil-
guifed and masked.inthe iudgement of him felfe, fo

03 retchles
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retchles in hisown affayres, asthache neuer .eﬂcgtu;,!-
ly confidereth of hisown propernatuse and inclinag:
o, much lefle endeuoureth to reforme, whatby the
eye of reafon hee might finde controllable and blame.
worthie in his difordered .alfc&jons. For if as cucrye
inan s by nature capable ofreafonand vnderftanding,
fohewould difpofe and orderthe conueigh of hislite,
as hemight be reported no cuil fpeaker, nolyer,no de-
ceiver, no quatreller, no traitortohis freend, or iniu-
sious to his neighbour:-they which haue written of
this fubie& might well hauefpared their labour, and
this rigorouskinde of congrefle had beene cither not
knowen atall, or muchlefle pra&tifed then itis. But fi-
thenceiit is a thing commonin experience, andv{ually
feenc,that through want of gouc rnment infome ﬁer-
fons(who gining themftlues to the ful current of their
difpofition,making their wil their God,and their hanfl
theirlawe)matters are carried in 2 contrasye courfe: it
is neceflarye that fomething be wrirten of this ation,
euen as muche as thall bee confonant to reafon and
indgemente, at leaftto limit and reftraine the manner
of proceeding in.quarrels, if ot vitetlye to remoue
the occafion. of fo voneceffarie ftrifes and fruitlefle
contentions. Otherwife,in fteede of order,wefhould
tollowe - confulion , and depriue both our owne
actions-and .all. thinges;-¢l{e of their:due-and fuft
endes,

The premifes canfidered , it is normeruayle ifdi-
uers perfons giuing themfe ucs.wholye: to the bent
of - their owne indifcretion -and svante.of iudgement,
eflteeme of thinges.cleane cantrarye to their nature
and qualizye, For if a man frame:himfelfe to le_aci!ﬁ

aciu
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sciuill and temperate coutfe of life , fome will frie
hee is a foole: if hee be not quarrell-fome, hee is a
cowarde: if no gamefter, hee s of bafe education:
ifno blafphemer,an hipocrite: if neither whore-mon.
ger nor baudeyhee is neither man- nor courteous, but,
trogethetignorant of the rules of humanity and good
felowthip. A lamentableftateis that, where:men-are
fom:lled by ignorance and felfe-loue; as thus to ouer-
fmoothe-and colour their vices and Imperfections
with the-names of vertues, and to thinke any 2&i-
on curtant that is doone by them, and authoryfed
by their varefillable-{waye , and-diftemapered ap-.
tes.
me hat is become of .the gentifitie and inbredde
courtefic of auncicnt noble Gentlemen 2 where is
the magnanimityc of the honourable Knightes of
fore.going times, whofevertues as they are recorded
m hiftories wherin we readof them, fo ough to haue
beene lefteto their pofteritye, that in them we might
fec the image ( now forgotten ) of auncient true
Nobilitye2 But fince all thinges fall to decaye , it
8 no meruaile though vertue (I fpeake with all
duereuerence and fauour Jbee not found but in few:
for furelye there be many inwhome nothing remai-
neth butthe bare tytle of nobilitye, in that they be
Gentlemen bomne : who:in their manners wholy de-
generate from theiraunceftors,and make no account
cither of honour or dithoneur., giving themfelues
to {uch pleafures , as their: vnbrideled appetite lea-
deththem vnto. Neither can [ afcribe any reafon to
this their flyding from vertue vnto-vice , contrarie
tothe courfe taken by their honourable aunceﬂdt;’rs,
ut
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butthis, that whereasowhile their fachers liued, thek
biinging vp was committed ta. tutorsof good gousm.
mentand difcretion, their parentes becing:dead, they
withdrawe themfelues.from their vertuous kinde of
life, leauing and reiedting the fage counfailes of theis
inftru@ors,,,and - cléauing to their owne deuifes. To
whosm, ifthey amend notand take a better courfe,will
lighten fhameand deftruétion.

Wherforeby way.of aduife, T wifh all men toavoid
cuill companie;which for the. moft partisthe caufeof
greatand infinite lofle, 3s.well of honorand life a8 of
goods and poffefsions: and to followe vertue, beari
themfelues with afweetand curteous carriage towar,
euery mamby-which courfethey fhall gaine commea-
darion and credite, and fhall be cfteemed of all men:
andauoiding all fuch occafions of diflike as ay be of-
fered,obtaine agood and honorablercpucation.Doth
not God forbid apriuate manto kill his neighbourr as
it is manifefted in facred fcripturesagain{tCaine, to
whome God faide, that the bloud of Abel his brother
cryed from the earth for vengeance again{t hir; thew-
ing therby that he abhorreth murder,and wilreuenge
itin duetime.

Moreouer,he created vs naked, without anie thing
naturally giuen vs,wherwith to offend or hurt: wheras
other creatures haue fome of them' hornes, -othen
clawes,others ftrong and fharpe teeth; and others poy-
fon: And thus were we created of almightie God,t0
to the.end we mightliue in peaceand brotherlye con-
corde, asthe fonncs of God,and not asthe children of
the Deuill, who are the inuentours that found out the
vleof weapons, therewith to offend their ndghbom
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and to maintaine the authoritic oftheir fathex the De-
wll:who wasamurdererfrom the beginning,and ta-
keth pleafurein the deftruction of men; raifing difcen-
rion between families,cities,prouinces,and kingdoms.
Vpon which occafion,the neceflary vfe of armes hath
aen fuch credit in theworlde, as Kingsand Princes
haue nobilitated fome with the name of Knights for
their excellencie therein: which name is made. noble,
and that vpon great reafon, for fuch men as haue, pur-
chafednobilitie,by conquering kingdomes for.their
Princes, more refpecting their honourand.countries
good,thenany,other thing,and efteeming lefle of life
then of death, in regarde of preferuing that honor va-
blotted,which belongethto Knights, oughtnotinany
wile tobe deftitute.of high reward, In fo much,that
armesbeing doubled by fg many valorous menjitwere
agreatfhame foroneof noble of-Ipring, not to be able
rofpeake of armes, and to difcourfe of the caufes. of
Combats,notto know how to difcerne the nature and
ualiticof wordes and accidents which inducemento
challenges, notto beeacquainted with the manner.of
fending cartels and chaﬂcn es,and howfilyeto an-
(werc the fame:andinawor ,not to haue fo muchex-
rience in thefe affaires,as to accorde the parties chal-
Enging and challenged, bringing them from theirho-
filc threates,tolouing embracementes: and of quarre-
mg foes,to become Jouing freends,al caufes of difcon-.
content beeing taken away on citherfide. The igno-
mace wherofhath in thefe times hred great mifcheefe,
for many thinke that an iniurie being offred in.deedor
worde,the matter may not with their credits be taken
vpbefore they haue fought,not regarding if they bee
p iniured
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iniuried indeed,thatthey oughe firft to examine wha
fice is thathath dooneit, and vpontwhatoccafion hee
mightdoe it: ifinwoorde, what qualitic the perfonis
that fpakeiniurioufly,and whether hee deferue anam
fver or no. Foraman beeing carried-away with chob
loror wine,maye cliaunceto vtter that, for which (his
fury being paft)he will be willingto makeany (atisfac-
tion: wherforeit were fondly done by himthat would
fightvpon euery worde. Neither can Ibe induced to
thinke,that thereis any iniury (whichisnot accompa-
nied with villanie) for which with due- fatisfaction, all
caufe of fighting may notbe takenaway. Butif the in-
turie be fuch, that either murderbe committed by tre.
cherie, ot rape,orfuchlike villdnics, then is it necefla-
rye toproceede in reuenging it; asin due place I wifl
morelargely declare.

In the meane time,[thinkeit neceffary to fet foorth
fome confiderations of circumftance belonging to this
fubie@of quarrels,notbecaufe I take vpon meto teach
or corretany man,(for thatbelongeth not tome) but
onlyebyway of aduertifement, to warne gentl¢men
to auoide all dangerous-occafions; growing for want
of fore-fight,

And firfte: confidering the little vnderftanding
and fmall difcretionof manye, with the dayly-dan
which fuch menrunne into by indifcretion, it is fte
for a man to.confider his owneeftate; for if hee bee
a Genteman borne, hee ought cuenfor that refpe&
with great regarde abftayne from any acte whado-
cuer, whereby ‘his woorthye <alling may be ftayned,
hee ought to embrace myldenes and curtefie, as one
that hath a hart of flefhe, not -of ftone, more cnclc};

n
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pedto clemencye, thento crueltye :-to the ende his
conuerfation bee acceptable, by reafon of his fweete
and louing behauiour, he muftalfo be in minde mag-
manimous, -not bafe orabiecte, as one ill borne,-and
worfebroughtvp + forfo willhec eafilye be difcerned
from thatralcall forte of lofe minded companions, va-
furnifhed of all ornamentes befeeming a gentleman,
whofe repaire into companye is commonlye without
vfingany curtefic orfalutation,where hauing intruded
themfeluesamong honeftgentlemen,ifchaunce they
are acquainted with any of them, without crauing
kaue eitherof him or the refte of his companye, they
akehimby the{lecue, vrging him to goe with them,
without any confideration of the perfonfo taken,or of
offence therby offered ta the reft of thecompany,who
in all likely-hoode might be offended with his vnadui-
kdfollic,in playingfo vnmannetlyca parte : thinkf’n‘?
temfeluesif not altogether wronged, yetat leaft dif-
curteoufly deale withall, in that their company fhould
befonegleted & littlefet by ¢ infomuch that through
fuchill demeanour, they often-times purchafe vato
themfclues muche iniurye. Foritmayehappen, that
[>mefantafticall madde conceited fellowe, taking this
kndeof difcurtefiein euillparte,, will fall a reafoning
with him that offereth it, and {o by multiplying of
?xcchc,thcy may fall from words to blowes,whereby
ome orother may befpoyled vpona matter notwar.
thy thetalking of : for altmen beenot of one minde,
anda mad brainde fellow may eafilie lightvpen ano-
therasfond or fondlier fantafticall then himielf, whet-
by both of them may fall into diuers vnlooked for in-
conucniences and mifchecfes on the fodaine.

Pa More-
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Moreouer, at weddinges or great feaftes , where Iy
greatreforte both of gentlemenand gentlewomen,c
may happen thata company of gentlemen retyre afide
from thereft of the companye; taking with them fome
gentlewoman or other to decciue the tirite with-talke,
ot difcourfe on fome otherpaftime: where iffTome one
ofthefe mannetles gentlemen fhould chance to.come
and {olicite the gentlewoman fo retyred,to dance with
him,without crauing eithet her good liking;orthegé
tlemens with whom the was difcourfing, or otherwife
pafsing ouer the time : vndoubtedlye, if fome of the
gentlemenof the fame company thouldhappen to be
mad conceited, hee might chaunce to be well beaten
for his pleafure: whercofalfo furtherinconuenience
might arife,and perchaunce the whole mariage might
therby beditturbed, and quarrelsmight grow amo
the frends &kinsfolk of either party, wherupon mug
hurly-burly maye enfue: and experience teacheth v,
that diuers men of account haue lofte their liues, vpon
like diforders. Wheteupon I conclude,that modeftye
and curtefic are moft conuenient ornaments; as wher-
by men fhall auoide many dangers and quarrells.

Therebealfo certaine vndifcreet men,whofegroffe
faultI cannotouerflip withoutblaming : thefe menvie
as they either ftand or goin fireets,fo to ftare and looke
men pafsing by them in the face, asif they woulde for
fome reafon marke them : which breedeth fuch an of-
fence vnto fome men fo marked, thatthey cannottake
itingoodpart,and thereforeitis verie dangerous. For
itmaic happen, thata man may looke fo vpon one that
either is by nature fufpitious, or by reafon of fome fe-
czet thing knowen to himfelfe, maie fufpect,thatheeis

there-
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dhereforelooked vpon. Wherevpon great quarrels may
mrife,fortheman {o looked on maie fatka queftioning
with hira that looketh on him,who perhaps anfwering
him ouerthwartly,may both moue him to choler,& be
moucd himfclfalfo,& fobring the matter to fome dan-
gerous point, Whereof Thaue. my felfe feene anotable
cample, paffing, through the Citie of Tricfte,inthe
smermoftpartof the territories of Friulein Ttaly,where
| awetwobrethren,one a moft honorable Captaine,
ind theothera braue and worthie fouldier,who walk-
mgtogetherinthé firectes, were verie ftedtaftly eied of
ceraineyoung Gentlemen of the Citie,who ftared the
Capraine and his brother in the face fomething vo-
{eemely,and (as they tooke it)difcurteouflie : whervp-
they asked the Gentlemen in verie curtcous man-
nerwhether they hadfeene them in anle place before,
orwhether they knew them, They anfwered no. Then
replied the Captaincand his brother; Why then doo
youlooke fo much vpon vsz They aunfwered,becaufe
they had eies. That({ayd the other)is the crowes fault,
mthatthey haue not picked them out. To bee fhort,in
the endone word added onthe other, and onefpeech
following the other, the matter came from faying, to
doing:andwhat the tung had vtiered the hand would
maintaine:and 2 hot fightbeing commenced, it could
notbe ended before the Captaines brotherwas{laine,
andtwoof the gentlemenhurt, whereof one efcaped
withthereft,but the cheefeft cutter of them-all was
hurtinchelegge, andfo could not get away; but was
uken,imprifoned;and fhortly after beheadded:he was
very wellbeloued inthe Cittie, but yet could note-
fapethis end: being brought therto by following his
P 3 mad-
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madbrained conceits; and by beeing mifled by eull}
company: the reft of his company werebanifhed their
country. Now if thefe gentlemen had more curteouf-
lic and wifelye demeaned themfelues, no morehuree
hadfollowed thatbad beginning: eucrieman therfore
fhall doewell, to haueagreat regardein this refpede,
leaftlike diforders be to their danger committed.

Furthermore, I like not the-cuftome which fome
menhauein medling with other mensweapons, efpe
ciallye with theirs that profefle armes, neither can]
thinke jtan ouer-wife parte for men to be viewing one
the others Rapiers, whercof may this inconuenience
rife,thata man may fo takeoccafion to killhis enemie,
towards whome in outward appearance hee carryeth
himfelfeas his verye freende: forallis notgolde that
gliftereth,and you may thinka man to be yourfreend,
whofc hartas it ishiddefrom your eyes, fo alfo is va.
knowne vnto you : all which mifcheefemay by difcre-
tion andfore.{ight be auoided, in offering no occafion
or opportunity forthe effecting therof.

Moreouer,when men light into the companye of
honorable Gentlemen, they oughtto haue a greatse-
garde of their tung, tothe end they fay nothio F which
mayebe euil taken or mif-conftred : and in talking ot
reafoning togirdeat any man, or finde fault with him,
howbeit you may doe it neuer fo truly, foritis ill play-
inf foasit may pricke,and itis not good efting to the
difgrace of another.

It isno lefle behouefull for men to bewarethatth
entife or fuborne notothermens feruans, which of 1t
felfeis odious, and purchafeth naught but fhame and
reproche to the performers of fuchbafe practifcs.
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Imuftalfo miflike them that offer wrong to other
mens {eruants, for befides this, thatthey bewraye their
bafenes of minde, they feeme alfo torefemble him of
whom the prouerb faith, thatbeing vnable to firike the
borfc,beatsthe faddle,which fignifiethas much,as whé
beisnotable to deale with the maifter,he wreaketh it
onthe feruant : I hope therefore that gentle men will
confider how bafea thing itis to doe this,and alfohow
thatoften-times much hurtenfueth: for one houfe is
by this means ftirred vp againftanother, and wholefa-
milicsare turnedvp.fide downewatde: for whofoeuer
feethhis feruants abufed, wil think him felfe wronged:
and will therefore endeuour toreusnge fach wrongs,
sofferedvnto him felfe : accordingto the proucrbe,
loue me and loue my dogge.

AlfoGentlemen oughtto abhorre carrying of tales,
and reporting of othermens fpeeches,forthatis a very
wchriltianlyai,vnworthy to proceed from a braue
and frec minded man: for fuch as vie tale-bearing, of -
ren-times thinking to reportebut wordes, reporte that
which caufetha mans deftru®ion : on theother fide,if
anyman chaunce to fpeak euil of youin your abfence,
you oufht not tofecke meanes to gcc reuenged of him
thatfo doth,defpifing and contemning him:Foracom-
mon {aying it hath been of olde tiie(be it fpoken with
reucrence hethat fpeketh of me behinde myback,fpe-
kthwiththat which is behinde my back: Andfure e is
thatnoman of value or vertue will fpeak any thingof a
man in his abfence,but racherto his face: neithermuft
amun eafilye giue credite to all thinges which he hea-
reth, forwhatfocuer hee bee that carryeth tales, hee
?s3thaotnor can not truely deliuer a mans fpeeche

wholie
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wholle without addition or fubftiaction : for aword o
two is cafily adioyned, which notwithftanding isofef.
ficacie fufficientto alter the whole ftate of the {peech,
‘Which may moue anie man to thinke ita vaine matter
forro.goabout to maintaine anie quarrell vpon nobet.
ter grounds: anditmay fallout, that by giuing credig
to tales,one maie indanger himfelfe and his friends, -
uerie man fhall therefore doo well to bridle his owne
tonguc,and to confider of other mens fpeechesbefore
hecredite them, and net vepost yhto his friende euerie
thing he heareth fpoken of him,except it concerne hi
life or reputation- : forin fuch acafe-a man ought
warne his-frend,to theend he may be prouided againg
thewrong which isintended againft him. And inthis
cafe alfo Iwith this obferuatiorito bekeptshat the par.
tic.griened firlt go to him which fpake thawondes,and
aske him in curteous mdanner (not without-courage)
whether he haue reported or fpoken fuch wordes, &a
Whichif he deniein prefence of credible perfons then
ishe that reported ittabee charged with the iniurie:
who if he acquite himfelfe by prouing that to bee trye
which he reported, yet confidering that the partie ac.
cufed hath denied them before witnefle,you are toreft
fatisficd and contented: for by denying them he recal-
leth.them.

Furthermore,let eucric man take heed he maintin
notanie dithonoured orinfanous; perfonsquarrell, of
what condition or calling {o euer he bee,

Alfoitis wifedomefor 2 meane man notto desle
with men of great calling, for he fhall be fure howfoe-
uer the'matter go,togetlittleby it. Andifchance fome

occafion of quarrell being offeredshelet it flip, (uffering
the
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the matter to be taken vp, hefhall doe well to retire in-
tofome placefurther of: for itisbetter for men to liue
£ frccmﬁ afunder, then as enemies together: where-
3 elfecuerye fmall matter that mighthappen,would
renue the olde quarrell. Hence commeth it that this
prouetbe was vied. That the eye fees not, the hart
greeues not,

Contrarilye,aman of great calling and authoritye
ought not to wrong any man of the meaner forte, for
therebe many who , howbeit they be but poorand of
noauthoritie,yet they wante neither valour nor cou-
rage,and willrather dye;then take any iniurie. Wher-
ot Iwill rehearfe two or three examples.which I haue
my felfefecne.

Thereis a certaine village abouta mile diftant from
thefamous Cittie of Paduain Italye, where the Boggia-
rmi dwelt, men well to line for their calling, wanting
neitherhart nor courage:and asitis a cuftome throgh-
outall Lombardie,in Sommer-time therebe many pla-
ces,where in Caftels and in Villages alfo,grear markets
and wakes be kept, vponthe daiesof firch Saints as the
panifh Churches are dedicated vnto : whither reforee
merchants and Cuntry-men of all fortes, from places
farre and neere,to make merrie and good cheere, ha-
uing'good Countrie muficke : theyonger forte after
dinner and fupper vicall exercife and paftime, .daun-
ang with their loues on afair greene,kept for the puz-
Fo ¢. Towhich dauncing diuers gentlemen wouldre-
orte,onely to {ec the cuntrymenand women fporting
andvfing their rurall paftimes : among which gentle-
men were two nephewes to the Duke, who efpyin
nvomaiderts among the cuntry wenches furpafsing‘;

c
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theseft in beautie and comelines, being fifters to the
Boggiarini, fell into fuchliking of them, that within
fome fewe daies they went vnto the houfe of thefaide
Boggiarini,accompanicd with certaine gallantyouths,
thinking by giftesand faire fmoothing {pecche,to per-
{wadcand- entice the maidens to become their para-
mours,& to follow them home to theis places :but the
maidensfatherand two of their Bretheren,came tothe
gentlemen,hauing had an inckling of theirintent; and
tolde them that they were very poore;and not able to
entertaine them ‘according to their calling, yet that
notwithftanding fuch was-their honeftic, that they
greatly regarded their reputation: wherefore if it plea.
fed themto cometo their houfe with honeft inten,
they would ftretch their power to the vttermoftto ple-
furethem,andtheir gratefulnes'of minde towardes thé
fortheir curtefic in vouchfafing to come vnto them:
but if they came to any other jntentthen vertuous,
then they befeeched themto departe. Heereupon the
madde youths thataccompanied the Gentlemen, be.
gan to drawe vron the countrymen,who being lefle in
number farre then the gentlemen, were forced to re
tyreand fauethemfelues in their houfe, and for that
time the matter wasfo ended. Butnot long after the
Boggiarini chaunced tomecete with fome of thefe gal-
lants,where two of them were fhrewdly handled : for
which caufe.the two Boggiarini were committed to
clofe prifon by the Maieftrates, and remained fo for
the fpace of eleuen or twelue moneths, and then were
releafed:the gentlemévnderftanding that they fhould
bereleafed,departed foddenlye thenextday from Ve
nice,with feaucn luttie fellowes well armed, inrending

to
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tokil the Boggiarini,and fo wentto Padua:on the other
fidethe Boggiarinieskinfemenbeing informed of their
cofinsreleale out of prifon, baftened to Padua to bring
themhome, and carried them their weapons : they
therefore hauing difcharged all duties after. they were
fet atlibertie, tooke their iourney in hand and wene
homeward, butthe gentlemen meeting themata place
cilled Seruy, rufhed violentlye vpon them-on the fod-
daine,crying all with a loud voice,kill kil kill: they not
knowing what they mentat firft,but quickly after per-
ccivedwhothey-were,would not willinglye hauehad
to do with themn, as by othes and proteftationsthey de-
clared,defending themfelugs as well asthey'couldand
retiring backeto efcape-them:-but beeing compafled
roundabout,and feeing no way to efcape death but by
thedeathofthofe thataffailed Athem,wg)cn they percet-
ued that neither intreatie nor protefiatiot; noranye
thing could moue the reucngfull Gentlemen to holde
theirhandes, euen after fomanyiniuries beforethatb
them offered,as hauing -gorne-about to violatctheir fi-
fters,hauing beaten their father, and hauingobtained
punihment for themfelues by the Maicftrates, witha
yeeresimprifonment,being contentwith nothing but
their lives,at length after they had retired much, and
fought all meanesto auoyde the-fight, they beganto
fetaparceall refpectes,abandoning their liues: where-
vpon layingaboutthem withallfirength and noleffé
courage,in (hort {pace they {lewthe Dukes Nepheswes
bothy andanothcr Gentleman; and hust diuers of the
others that accompanied them, onely one of the Boggi-
#inibecing harmed with the lofle of three fyngers.
The fightbeing ended, one of the Boggiarini getting
Q.2 on
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enaMillars horfeefcaped, the other three purpofing
to {ane themfeluesina Monafterie,were taken and put
in prifon: afterward their caufe being brought before
the Councell of Zenice, an vncle of the gentlemen thar
were flaine,vnder-tooke the patronage and defence of
the poote cuntrymen, (they beefng n truth gudtleffe)
and making a fpeech for them,obtained fo much that
they faued their liues,howbeit they were banifhed owt
of all the territories of the Pemetian feignory, Theende
of thefe gendemen that wete fo pittifullyflaine, maye
bean example to-all othershowtobehaue themfolues
towards men of meaperdegree.

In the fame cittie of Padia, happened another caufe
not-muchvnlike to this,between 2 Gentleman of Bref
sisand a Baker, This gentleman- hauing many-houfes
in that cjtie,(in one of whicha baker-was tenantjvpon
fome: ffnall-occafion,gaue the bakerwarning-to pro-
uide him adother houfé:the baker being anhoneft man
gotallhis neighbourste intteate thegentlemantolet
him continue his tenant,buttheir intreatie ferued not,
and the poore mantohis vttervndoingswas thruft owt
of his houfe,which fo grecued himy that hee vowed tri
Landlordsdeath : who haufng hadfome notice there-
ofy tooke as great heedas he coulde, continually com-
ming home before night,leaft by his late being abroad
hemight be endangered. Thus tsvoyeeres-being paft,
heebegan by little and littleto wexe more carelefle,
thinkingin ‘that fpacea man might forget any wrong:
but the poorbakerhad notfo forgotté that greatiniv-
tyfor I haue heard many fay,thacthe offender writeth
inthefand,butthe offended in marble: & fo this baker
meeting the Gentleman late in the night, haftilye ms;

ne
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nethintoathoppe where Checfe and fuch like thinges
were folde, where borrowing a knife, maketh after his
olde Landlord,and ouertaking him, cuttethhis throte,
fothatthe Gentleman within fewe howers dyed, and
the Baker was bannifhed by the Maieftrates, becauf¢
they could nototherwife punifh him, he being fled.

Thaue read in the hiftorie of the laft warres in Perfia,
how Mahomet Baffs Generall of the Turkifhe Empire,
tooke a certaine penfion froma Souldier(who for his
valourhad well deferuedit) and beftowed it on fome
other whom he better thought of: wherupon the foul-
dierbelng with great reafon offended,feigned himfelf
madde, and the betterro effet his purpofe, feemedto
think that he had entred intofome orderof Mahome-
nanreligion;and fo came dayly into the Baffaes cham-
bermumbling out his praiers,whereat heeand all the
reft about Him Jaughed, but the: fouldier vfed thisfb
often,tillefpying fitopportunity heflew the Baffa, and
being takenand brought beforethe great Turke, was
by him giuen to the Baffaes flauesto do their pleafure
with him, for hee:had confefled thenwhole matter v
rotheTurke.

Before theouerthrow of the Turkith Nauie,which
wisintheyeere1s 7 1.the Sates of Venice had a lirtle
before fent Sfortia Palanifino their Generall into Slauo-
nia by land, andinto other Eafterne partes, with that
suthoritie 2s in time of warres ‘Generals-vie tohaue:
he beingarrivedin thofe places,efpied opportunity o
take 2 certaine Cittie called Margarita,in a countrie:
whercfore hee leauyedanarmye with all fpeede; and
marchingtowarde the Cittie;planted his ordinance,
andbegan tb batter. the walles of the.fame Cittie. At

Qs the
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theaffaulte wherof he bare inhishand a kinde of pick.
axe,withathing likeahammer atone end, anda Iop
pikeat the ftaffc ende, ableto pierce any bodie armeg
witha curats: which kinde of weapon is much vfed by
the Sclauonians, Croacians, Turkes, Albanoies, and
Hungarians: with this pickaxe did Sforcia Palauicin,
encourage his {ouldiers to ftrike thofe that returned
from the affaulte,or were not fo forward as they oughe
to haue beene,andamong others would haue ftricken
a certaine Venetian Gentleman, whofe feruant pre.
femly fiept beforehis maifter toSforciawith his peece
in his hand, and bad himholdehis hand, for that hee
whom he wentabout to ftrike was a gentleman of Ve
nice and his maifter, and therefore willed him to take
heede of touching him,purpofing,if Sfércishad not re.
tired from his maifter, to fhoote him through with his
Pecece. Sforcia noting and admiring the fellows valout
and fidelitie,in hazarding his owne life tofaue his mai,
fterfrom wrong,carneftlyerequefted the Gentleman,
to letthat bis feruantbee his, promifing to thewe him
much fauvour, whichthe Gentleman both.to grarifie
Sfirciaand to aduaunce his man to preferment, did:
and Sferciamade him a Caprain, and wonderfully en.
riched him,inforouch that in fewe yeeres after he be
camea greatman,

It is agrofic follye for.men to fcoffe and ieftato.
thers,-in what cafe focueritbe = neither oughe thofe
men who by nature are framed comely and tall, o
be girding at thofe vato whome nature hathnotbeen
fobeneficiall, There bemany thatbeing carricd away
with plaufible conceite of their owne manhoode and
ftrength, by reafon of the propernesand grcatnt‘; of

theis
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their wellfhapenbodics, defpifemen of lefle flature,
thinkingthat inrefpet of themfelues they be nothing,
andthatifoccafion were offered them to fight with
them,they thinke they were able to minfe themas fmal
spye-meat,notknowing that men are not meafured
swoollen Cloth by the yarde, or that little men haue
oftentimes oucrthrowen great fellowes. In confidera-
tion whereof,I will recount vnto you what happened
inltalye, in the Cittic of Boulogna.

When the Emperour Charles the fifth, came tobe
cowned by Pope Clementthe feuenth. This Emperout
hadin histraine , a great Moore like a Giant,whobe-
fide his tallnes wanted no valour and courage, beeing
wonderfull ftrong: he enioying the fauour of fo great
an Emperour,wasrelpeéted ofgall men,and particular-
lyeof divers Princes which accompanied the Empe-
rour: which brought him to fuch a proud ‘conceite of
himlclfe,and his owne worthines (afcribing the good
favour of all the Princes and gentlemen that followed
the Empcrour to hisown deferts, andnotto the good
will thatthey fawe the Emperour bare him) that hee
Liughed almen to fcorn,thinking noneable to encoun-
ter with him.

Whereuppon hee obtained leaue of the Empe-
rour, that proclaimation thoulde bee made,that if any
oncinall that Citie beingfo ful of people; would wre-
flewith him, hee would challenge him:whichbeing
publifhed, cuery manwas forelye afraide of his huge-
nes,{trength, and eager countenance. Infomuch thae
none could be found that durftvndertake the match,
faue the Duke of Mantuacs Brother called Rodomons,

who though he was but of an ordinary ftature,yet Wl;is
¢
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heboth very ftrong and nimble withall,and (as it was
credibly thought, Jall his breft was wholy made ofone
bone: he was very valiant, andby reporte could break
atone courfe feauen ftaues tyed together, infomuch
thatif he had nothada good horfe,he {hould break his
backe:but for many rafh enterprifes, he was bannithed
from all tylt-yardes and iufting. This Rodowront {ecing
that no man elfe durfte vndertaketo bee matchedin
wreftling with the proude boafting Moore, notwith-
ftanding that his brother the Dukeandthe reft of his
kinred vied all meanes to diffwade him, would neuer.
thelefle himfelfe wreftle with him, to make it knowea
vato all the worlde, that he would not fuffer fo beaftlic
a creature, to ftaine the honor of Ttalian Gentlemen,
and to ginethe Emperour (who wasa ftranger) occa-
fion to langh at the Iralians,feeing them put downcbg
a monftrous Moore, Redemont therefore buckling wit
the Moore in prefence of the Emperour and all the
Princes,behaued himfelfe in fuchfort, thatthc Moore
could not foyle him withany fall, infomuch that hee
was brought only totouchthe ground with oncknee,
howbeitthe Moore ftrained himfelfe to the vitermoft
ftrength : and fo the night drawing onafter they had
tryed their force a long time, the Emperour caufed
them to ceafe till next daye, at which time Rodoment
came to meetethe Moore againc with great courage,
and hauing now had good triall of his ftrength, and
knowing what he was able to doe,as foone as he fawe
fitte opportunitie,nimblye tooke the Moore aboutthe
middle,and clafped him hard againft his owne breft,
holding him fovntill he perceiued him to bebreath-
leffe, and then Jetting him flippe out of his armes, the
Moore
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Moorcfelldown dead fo heauilie,that the whole place
thaked, s if fomefteeple had beene caft downe: which
Redempnt perceining, prefentlye got from: the whole
compiny,and faking pofte horile fled, fearing leaft. the
Emperour fhould haue doone him fome difpleafure:
butheewente not aboutit, confidering thatthe chal.
lenge was publiquelye proclaimed by his owne leaue
andaithoriticsHowbeithee was greeued for the lofle
ofhis ftout Moore.

Onecxample more will Irecount concerning info-
kacye, elpeciallye becaufe this Rodomont. of whomel
{pake,was ana&or inthe tragedie.Ithappened thatthe

uke of Mantwaand his brother Redonzont beingin the
fame Emperour Charleshis Court about certainaffaires
of theirowne, they on atime walked ina greatcham.
ber,expecting that the Emperourfhouldfend forthem
when his Maicftie were atleafure: into-which ¢cham-
bet atthe fame time,camea certain Spanifh Captaine,
who withoutany greetingor falutation,came by them
and branely walked, enen betweene the Duke and his
brother,nothing refpecting the greatnes of that prince,
andfo braued them three or foure times: wherewith
Redomnt being greatlye offended, with the difcurtefie
ofthis proud and infolent Captain, went to a window
which he perceiued to be open,and ftaying til the cap-
tine came thatway,tooke him by the coller with one
hind,and putting the other vader his breeche, thruft
bmoutatthe windowe,and brake his necke: Where-
vponke fled from the Court with all fpeedehe: could.
Butthe Emperour being enformed of the matrer, bla-
med nat Redemont,confidering the Spanifhe Captaine
kad (o infolently behaued himfelfe to Roderwonts bro-

ther
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thet the Duke of Mantus, It were an endlefle thing for
mcto rchearfcall the examples that I hauchcard,con.
cerning this vice ofinfolencie,which are infinite, and
happen dayly inall countries,by reafon of the litdlere-
gardethatis had in thebringin g vp ofyong men : and
fo I willonly exhortc eueryman to take heed leaft him
felfe fall into like follie.

I will not omit to fpcake of a certaine vice,and paree
notto be vled bya gentleman, feeing it proceedeth of
reeere cowardife : which is;when aman having fallen
outwith one or other,and wanting courage to deale
with himinfiogle fight,procureth bafe and cowardlie
meanes by the helpoffome of his freends,with whom
he plottethhow they may circumuent his enemy. And
fo watching him atfome time or other,will draw voon
him,as if hee hadmette him by chaunce, who thinkin
vpon no villanie, without any fufpicion at all, likewife
drawethto defende himfelfc,as amanought to doe,
which when the other plotters efpic ftandingafaroff,
drawe necre as ftrangets to themboth, andvnwilling
any hurt fhould be done on either fide, whereas they
moft traiterouflie will eitherthemfelues impart a thruft
by the way,or fo ftrike his weapon,that his enemymay
take accafionto hurt him: which villanic (for I'thinke
no term bad inough to exprefleit by) you may efcape,
ifyou take heede when any one draweth vponyou,
that none elfe comeneere you,willing themio retire,
with protcftation, that you will take them asyour enc-
mics, if they doe not; forby reafon that you knowe
them not,they cannot but like of vour protcftation, if
they meanc you no cuill, feeing that you not knoawing
thé can not affurc your {¢If of their good affcttion -

wrds
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wardsyou,and care of your fafegarde. Therfore inany
aale, atfuch time asyou fhalhappen to be enforced to
dtende your [lfe on the fodane, let no man come
peere you foritis very dangerous: and 1 fpeake this
becaule | haue {eenethe like doone verye often, and
found it confirmed by great expericnce. And to faye
fomc thing of parting, I willby the way declare thus
much. That hce that will parte two that are ﬁghting,
ruftgobetwixt théboth,hauing great regarde thathe
s.therhindreth one more then the other,nor fuffercth
theone more to endanger his enemie than the other:
andif more come to parte then one, they muft devide
temfclucs,andfome comeon one fide,and fome on
ticother,taking great heede that neither of them be
anyway cither preiudiced, or fanoured : wherefore I
doc not miflike with the great Duke of Florencehis o-
pinion,who vpon paine of greatforfeiture, forbad all
munto parte thofe that fhould fight, for hee would
bauethem fuffered to fight til they parted them{clues,
andifany one chaunced to be hust,they fhould blame
th.mlclucs, feeing they were the onclye caufe there-
of.

Itihe likewere vied inall places, I thinke we (hould
pot haue fomache quarrelling by halfe aswee daylye
fee among Gentlemen: for furcly manye will beve-
rve 1cadye vpon no occafion to drawe vpon a man,
owly becaule heknoweth thathe fhall not be fuffered
tof.hr.

Some others there be, who to wreake themfelucs
vion their enemites will doe it by a thirde meanes,
b, silies or promiifes, perfivading fome needy fellow
t, picke 2 quarrellwith theirenemy,whom either the

R 2 poore
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poore fellow hurteth or killeth, and foencurreth dan.
ger of deach: or at the leaft is hurte or maimed himfelf.
Therfore I could wifh cuery man to meddle with his
own quatrels only,neither reuenginghis ownwiong,
by another,nor wreaking other mens injuries by him-
fclfe,vnleffehe haue good reafon to the contrarie,as in
diuers cafesa man may honeftlie and Lonorably both
intreatothers toreuenge his wrongs,and be alfointre
tedof others,

Therebe alfo fome gentlemen {o carelefle,thatbee.
ingincompanye with- honeft gentlemen, thinke that
whatfoeuer follie they commir, the companye will be
teady to defend them,and fo will either {coffe or gybe
with themthat paffeby,or vle fome knauifhe tricke to-
wardfome onethatis not of their companye, or falla
quarrelling with oneor other whom they think good,
and fo hauing fet manye together by the eares, they
are the firft that will runneawaye;, or hide themfelues
infome cornertillall be done. By my counfel therfore
fhallno man be fo fondasto backeanye, or take parte
with any:that arefovoid of difcretion or gouernment.

Like vnto thefe youfhall fee others,who will inuite
their freends tofome dinneror paftime abroad, oncly
to feruc their turnes ia reuenging their wronges, ha-
uing plotted meanes fortheexecution thereot, wher
bymany times much harme hath beene doone, fuffici-
catro Qufe any man to beware of falling intolike in-
conueniences.

Allwhich I'haue heere fayde, becaufe I haue my
felfe had experience thereof. And thefebec thethings
whereof quarrelles proceede; which beginning but
betweene two or three; fomtime are fo farrcincrca:;d.

at
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dutwhole families are wrapped in quarrels andbroils,
which oftentimes are notended without greathurt &
boudthzd. Everie man ought therefore 1o know how
wbchauc himfelfe in thefe cafes , and notto prefume
wonhisowne skil orknowledge,but to lcarne how he
eughtto procecd in matters of combars or quarrelles:
For amanmaie dayly learne more than he knoweth, &
dpecially they thae want experience: fccing itisamat-
xrfeldome fcene, thathe fhall be able to know whatis
good,thathath not had fome triall of that which ise-
all. According roaverfe ot Petrarke, Eucrie one muft
larnc to his coft: which faying pertaineth efpecially to
young men,who for the moft parte can ncuer learnceto
Eucm themfeluesaright,vntill fuch time as they haue

dexperience of fome mithappe or other, concerning
dttieztheir goodsylife,ot credite, But as nothingis fo
daingerous but mate bee preuented, {o in this pointe,
tarmentake good heedand arme themfclues with the
fare fhicld offound countelland aduice,that they may

eafily avoide fuch etrorsas Thaue in thele my ad-

uertifements difcouered and made
knowen for their profit
& commoditie.
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A Difcourfe moft neceffarie for all

Gentlemen thathaue in regarde
their honors touchitig the giuing
andrecerung of the Lie , where-
vpon the Duello & the C ombats
in diners fortes doth infue,& ma-
ny other inconueniences,for lack
only ofthe true knowledge of ho-
nor,and the contrarie:& the right
vnderftanding of wordes , which
heere isplainly (et downe, begin-
ning thus,

ARVLE AND ORDER
concerning the Challcnger
and Defender.

>z L L iniuries are reduced to two kindes,
WVZ& and are either by wordes or deedes, In
iy A ﬁ){i‘ﬁ the figft,he that offercth the inimic ovght
@g’g\g to beethe Challenger : in the later, hee
ST ety thatis iniuried:Example, Caiusfaythto
Scius

e
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Seiusthat heeis atraitour : vnto which Seius aunfive-
reth by giuing the lie : whercuppon enfucth, thatthe
durgeotthe Combat falleth on Caius, becaufe heeis
pomaintaine what heefayd,and therefore tochallenge
Scius. Now when an iniurie is offered by deede, then
dothey procced in this manner. Caius firiketh Scius,

icth him aboxc on thc eare, or fome other waie hur-
weth him by fomc violent meanes: W herewith Scius
offended, (aith vato Caius, that hee hath vied violence
owardes him, or that hee hath dealt iniurionflic with
him,or that hee hath abufed him, orfome fuch manner
offsyinz, Wherevnto Caius aunfivereth, Thoulyeft:
whereby Seius is forced o challenge Caius, and to
compell him to fight, to maintaine the infurie which
hee had offered him. The. fumme of alltherefore, isin
thefe cafes of honour, that hee vato whome the lic is
wrongfullie giuen,ought to challengehimthat offereth
that dithonour, and by the {woorde to prouc himfelfe
nolycr.

There bee manie that delighting to finde faulte
with that which is fette downe by others, bee it ne-
wer (o trucly and exactly perfourmed, wiltin this cale
allo fecke to ouerthrowe the rules which T haue a-
boue allczdged concerning Challenging and Defen-
ding, oppofing manye Argumentes and obicctions,
which I thinke frivolous to trouble the Reader
withall, and thercfore wyll neyther rehcarfc them
hecre, norfp: nde fo muchlabour n vaine as to aun-
fwere them, confidering that men but of meane capa-
cinewill bee able to difcerne and iudge of the finall
wrifon that they are grounded vppon. For whois
therthat fgethnotyhowbcit fome men finerwitied thin

endued
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endued with valour and courage, willby multiplicas;.
on of fpeeches gine caufeof greater offence, and they,
by giue theother occafionto.challengethe combat,ra,
ther than to do itthemfelues. Y ét that notwithftands
the true and perfe manner of proceeding in calg:ﬁ
honour is,that whofocuer offereth iniuirie by deedeas
friking,beating,orotherwife hurting anieman, oughe
prefently withoutanie further debate.or queftionin
to be challenged to the Combat,vnlefle hee refufe the
fame by making fatisfaction for the offence or offered
munc. »
And ininiuries offered by worde,no tefpe@ o

to bee had of all the wordes which by aunfweresand
replies are multiplied,(4s when one gith, Thou
theotheranfwereth with thefame wordes, and the
replieth,with thou lieftalfo, and fo maie perchaunce
make afraie withwordes only,which foolith and chil-
dith mannerof proceeding cannot but bee mifliked of
by Gentlemen of reputation)but to whom fo cuerthe
lie is vaiuftlyeand wronghully giuen, voto him fhalli¢
belongto become Challenger,by Armesto maintaine
whathe fpakeor did,whervpon the fie was ginenhim.

What the reafonis, that the partie
vntowhom the lic is giuen,ought
to become Challenger:and of the
nature of Lies.

SOmeriten maruell why that heevnto whome thelie

is giuen,ought rather to challenge the Combat, th;ﬂ
e
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peethatis called 4 traitor oravillaing, of by fome other
iniurious name, feeing that it woulde fceme inoreeas

fonable,that e which is moft iniuried, otight to bes

come Challenger,and not the other, and that this iss
greateriniuric tofaicvato a man, Thou art a theele,

thouarta villaine,& atraitor, than this, T houlyeft.Bue

thelawes haue na regardeiof the wardes,or of the force

oz cfficacie of them., but. ptanide thas the burthen’of
the challenge fhall euer fall onchim thit offereth the ine
imie: forit isthonght that eueri¢ man'is honell; iuft
andhenourable vnrill the contrarie bee proued. And
therefarensincommon triall by ciuillivdgement and
owderof lrwe,wholdeueris accufd of anie crime, isby
fmplodenying the aine-deliuered from condemnare
on,vniefleturther proofe thereof be broughe agaynit
him ¢ ¢uen fo in this:cafe, whofoeuer fpeaketirof ano-
thermanicoatrarie varo thaf which: is ordinarilic pred.
fumed of him,itisgreatreafoncthatthe chatgeofproof
fhouldievppon him, to make: thdt manifeft ynto the
mddcbyyfgrccofh‘&ms, that fuch a man s guilicof
fucharid fuch thingés as: heehath Yaide to hischarge
Heercuppon fome mdie cauellyahdaske hawethathee
that istiniutied by deede '(hall becotge challenger, (ab
{haue faytie) if that thedasbes prouide that the but
then thezeof thall belong vnta Him-thavoffereth the

inirie.

‘Whetevieo Taumfiteregthatifbeate/ar ftrikd anie
maa,thereofproceedeth no caufe of proofe,itis manis
feftshat ] offend orhurr kimdhd I know nocdufe why
Ithouldeproue that I doo fo. Butifthe othezfaie vnto
mee,thatI did not as a Gentleman worthie to beare

S Armes,
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Armes,or that I dealtnothonorably,or any fuch thing,
I repell hisfayings with the Lie,and force him to main.
taine whathee hath fpoken s whercof Iam acquited

with fole deniall,till hee make further proofe.

And now as concerning the. nature of Lies, I

that euerie deniall ,bee it neuer fo fimple, beareth the
force of a Lie,beeingaltogetheras much in effect, And
I feeno other difference betweene a fimple denyall
and the lie,thanis betwixte afpeech.more or leffe cure
teous. Wherefore although the names. of deniall are
diuerfe,as Thoulyeft, Thou fayeft votruly, Thou {pea-
keft falfely, Thoufparcft the truth, Thou'tellcft tales,
Thouregardeft nothow falfely thou reporteftamat-
ter, Thouart wide fromthe truth,This is a lie,atale, a
falfehood,&c. Yetali thefc mannersof [peech import
the Lie, whether hee vato whome they svere {pokes
fpake iniurioufly or.no.. For though faie.notanicé
nill thing of anic other, burchanceta difcourfe of fome
matter, or rehearfefome tale erhiftorie, orreporteany
‘thing, asoccafion of fpeeche may bee offcred mee, of
fomeone that flarideth by.telleth mee that I faienot
eruely, orvie anic of the forefayde formes or mannerof
fpeech vato.mee, furclyhee bringeth my truthin quer
ftion, and cauféthmee tobeereputed fot alyar,andfo
confequently offereth meeiniurie . And forafmuchas
cuerieniurie offered by wordes, maie be the firft dine
wreafted andreturnedvppon him thatoffereth the in-
iurie, I maie Jawfullie repulfe ‘that iniuric with a fe-
conde denyall; which fhallbeare the' force of a2 Lye,
wherchis firft hallbee accounted of the natuire-of ab
inio-
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inivric, by which meanesthe burthen of the challenge
Mhall eetwholic vpori him. Bue if hee chaunceto faie
onely thus, or afterthis manner vnta-mee, Thisis not
foyorthetruth'heereof Itaketo bee- otherwife, &e. §
annot take anie fuch {peech iniurivufly , for it may be
thething whereof T fpake is not true, and yet I doo noe
lie,and therefore fuch afpeeche fo fpoken cannot anie
wayesburthen mee, vnlefle 1 thall make-fome iniuris
ous replic thereunto , which hee-repealing with-the
lye,maye lay¢ the burthen of challengeon mee+ for
awordecommeth fometimes to bee iniusyous,; and
fometimes not, onelye by becing fometimes iniuriouf-
Iy fpoken, and fometimes not. As for example :1fone
man doofaye vitoanotner, Thou ‘fayéft not true, hee
dooth thereby make hima Lyer,and fo hee doth iniu-
richim. Butifhee doo replye and faic in thismanner,
That which thou fayeftis notfo , orit is not true,&c.
Nofich mannerof {peech orfaying canbee inluriong
forthat,as I haug abouc fayde, the 'tiing{may beefalfe;
andyetheeno Lyer,by reafon that hée-eyther miye
bee cuyllinfourmed; -or élfe.notenderftande the mat-
ter as it was, or fome fuche other thing might hap.
Fm,whcrcby hee might bee mooued o reporte and
ke that agayne whiclris ot erie 2 witerefore:anie
l};guunﬁvcrcWh afoeuercannarinarie fort Faltbur-
denousvnto him. Qne cafe excepted, whiclds, ifhes
faie that hee dyd fuche a thing, orthat hee dyd faie
foch athing, or that. hee had beene about fuch amat-
ter,or that hee dedliein fuch-a eaf®, &e. And another
anfiverehim that he did not,orthat the fame which he
{yd wasnot true; &c;, Forfo hee.is burdentd beding
S 2 accoun-
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accounted alyer, becaufle a man cannot bee mifinfor-
med inanie thing which he {ayd or did himfelfe,which
injuric hee is torepulfe with thelic, and *fo the charge
of challenge remaineth on the othervnlefleheein fay-
ing that hee dyd or fayde fuch or fuch athing, doo
thereby offer fome man iniurie,who by giuing the Lie
miaie repulfe the fame iniurie, and {o caft the chargeof
challenge vpon him. To conclude, byall thiswhichis
faydeitmanifeftly. appeareth,, that whofoeuer taketh
heed thathee offer no'offence in his wordes or fpeech,
fhall neuer bee cndangered to bee initried with thelie,

Ofthe manner.and diuerfitie
of Lies.

7AW O the enaethat the nature of Lies may the
SHADCY. more eafilyebecknowen ; and when the
K=Y 31 Lic ought tobee giuenand whennot,and
ﬁ)@@ﬁf .inwhat cafes, it i$ requifite I fhould parti-
culaily difcoutfe thereof : For fome Licsbec certaine,
and fome conditionall,and both thefit{t and the later,
fomeof them are generalt and fome of them fpeciall,
Vntowhich two fortes,  wiltadde a third kind of lies,
whichmiay bé tearmed Vaine-lics.

OfLies certaine.

| Jes certaine; are fuch: as are giuen vppon wordes
fpoken affirmatiucly; as if anic man fhouldefaicor
wiite
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writevato another. Thouhatt fpoken to my difcredit,
andinpreiudice of my honour and reputation, and
therefore dooftlye. And in this refpect is thisa lye cet-
gine,becaufe I affirmethar fuch aonc hath (poken e-
uill of me: yetbecaufe I doenot particularly mention
whereinor how hehath offended me by fpeeche, the

which I gaue himis gencrall, and therefore of no
z«. Forto hauethelyegiuen lawfully, it is requifite
that the caulewhereupon itis giuen, beparticularlye
fecificdand declared. Wherefore lyes fpeciall, and
foch s are giuen vpon fure and exprefle wordes, are
fuch as affuredlyebindcthe parties vato whome they
be giuen, to proue the fame which they haue fpoken,
when as they cannotdeny that they haue faid, where-

nthelyewasgiuenthem, as for exemdle: Alexander
Ku haft faid, that Ibeing imploied by his highnes in
his feruice at Pawia, haue had fecret conference with
theenemic: wherfore I fay thatthou haftlyed, Thisis a
fare & afpecially,and by confequence lawfully giuen,

Of conditionall Lyes.

i ~na] Onditionall Iyes be fuch asare giuen
NP0 conditionally: asifamanfhould faie

orwrite thefe woordes. Ifthou haft
fzidethat I haue offered my Lord a-
A gl bufe, thoulyeft : or if thou faieft (o

o= heerafter,thou fhalt lye, And asoften
s thonhatt orfhale fofay,fo oftdo | and willIfay thae
thoudocftlye. Of thefe kinde of lyes giuen in this
manner,often arife much contention in words,and di-
peryintricate worthy battailes, maltiplying wordesv-

3 pon
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pon wordes whercof no fureconclufion can arife : the
realon is,becanfeno lye can bee effectuall or lawefull,
before the conditionisdeclared to Bee true, thatis,be-
foreit be iuftified that luch words were certainly (po-
ken. For theipartie vato whom fuch a lyeis giucn,may
anfwereaccording as he findes him felfe guiltie or not:
if chaunce he haue fo faide,;hemay by genetall wordes
{eeke meanes to efcape thelye which is giten him:and
withall vpon thofe wordswhich the other hath fpoken
orwritten vnto him; he may happilic finde occalion of
ameere quarrell,and giue him alye certaine: And on
theother fide,ifindeed he haue not fpokenthofe words
wherupon the lye was giuen him,then may hefayeab-
folutely¢that hee fpake them not: adding therto fome
centaine or conditionalllye,as for example: Whereas
thou chargeft mé that I fhould fay that thou arta Trai-
tor,and thercupon faicft that I fye: I anfwere, thatl
neuér fpake fuch words,and therfore fay, that whofoe-
uer faith that [ haue {fpoken fuch wordes,helyeth. Yet
notwithftanding I cannotlike of thismanncr of pro.
cceding,becaufetherby menfalinto awdr[d of words.

Some holde anopinion,that fuchan anfwere might
be framed: Thou dooft not proceede in this cafe likea
Gentleman, neither according to the honorable cu
flome of Knights : which when thou fhaltdoz, I will
anfwerethee.Vato whom I cannot giue applaufe,con
fideting that theother maye replye,that heelyeth,be-
caule hee faith hee did notas a Geutleman, &c. allead-
ging that many Gentlemen haue obf¢rued and vied
thatmanner of proceeding,and fo fhall the other haue
occafion by hisignotance, in not knowing how to an-

fiwere the lye conditionallye giuen him, w0 giucc l:::‘;
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certainlyc: cherfore not to fall into any érror, alt fuch
shaueany regarde of their honor or credit,ought by
all meanes poffible to thunnc .all conditionall lyes,
peuet geving anic other. bie cértayne Lyes : “the
which in like manner they ought to haue great re-

tde,that they giue them not,vnleflethey be%)y fome
Emmcans infalubly affured,thatthey giuc them right«
ly.to the endethat thepartiesvnto whomeitheybe gi-
uen,may be forced without further Ifsand Ands , ei-
ther to deny oriuftifie,that which they haue fpoken.

Of the Lyein generall.

i/.::a He lye in generall is confidered in two

Q:‘ fortes, the onehauing refpe@ to the per-
. Dfon, andthe other to the_iniurie. That
\ OZ) which touchethithe perfon, istermed ge-
2 nerall,when no efpeciall perfon is named
towhomthe fame isgiuen:asif onefhould fay,wholor
euer hathreportédof me that Thaue betraied my lord,
doth lye falicly. And to this lyeit is holden otbraue
men of reuerence, thatno man is bound to anlwerthe
fame:which feemeth tome tobééxcellent well vader-
ftoode,becaufe this charge or impofition maye feeme
totouchemanye, beeingthatmanye haue fpokenthe
fame,and fo onewithimany fhould be bound to fights
which were to grauntan iniconuenience dire&tly, for
risnot allowed that any man fhould enter into com-
batmore then once for one quarsell,and that no man
that put his honor vpon another mans fiword of valor:
fo mightit come to paffé thar fucha one mighttakethe
quarcl,that the lie wasneuer meant vnto.wherupon,to
moid{uch diforders,the beft meaneis;thatthislie fogi-
vbe not adiudged fawful,'nor approued fotfuﬁicf;r;ln

he
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Theotherlye which we hauetermed generallinre-
ipec of the iniury,is this: Antony thou haft fpokedll of
me,or thou haft faide fomewhatin preiudice of myre-
purtation,and therefore 1 fay.that. thou haft lyed. This
lye for thatitis vpon words in which thelye efpecially
declared not what isthe thing from whence the flaun,
der was; or fpeeche preiudiciall to xeputation f
is,for that in mafty {ortesa man maye bie itk fpokenof;
and onesreputation preindiced: happening veryeof.
ten,that hee whofocuer talketh of another man, indie
uers matters {peaketh that which hee of whome they
were fpoken, might éfteeme them to his Thame and
difgrace: and theréfore itIs moft necefliry to expreffe
the pointwhereupon heholdeth himfelfe offended: to
the end thatit may be confidered, whither hee wil take
vpon him to prouc hisfayings,or whithér he wil proue
it with his wéapon, or ciuillye by the lawe. And thus
for thefz caufes this lye cannot be accompred 16 wiies
of value nor lawfutl:‘and hethat hath giuen the fam
ithecwill cometo the definition or détermination ;?
quarrell, muft write the particular anddeclare it: for in
rightl;::c isboundfo to doe, if To much timebet per:
mitted. . -

AndhisIfay,alyegiucn inthis forte,doth not only
binde, butisveryé dangerous to'bee wrefted, and the
dangerwhercof 1 fpeake,isthus: as by this cafe follow-
ing you may eafilie fec, Pailvnderftandeth thar Ny
cholaghath faide of him thatheis an Vfurer,and hauing
vnderftanding of thefe wordes, writeth vnto hirm: Ni-
cholas thou halt [pokenill of mee, andtherefote 1 fa
thou lyeft. Pas! peraducnture knowing many dd'auf;
more thenthis in Nicholas, may¢ guifwere him thu's;r:

| confef
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conleffethat I haue fpokeniill of thee, but 1 fpecified
the particularitie of thatwhich thou haft doone, and I
fride thatlong fince thou committedft fuch 2 fault,and
fuchanother,and thew how.and chus bring foorth the
und of hisfpeech,without making mention atall of
tparticularity of which Panl charged him with:and
this maye adde more, that fo thou lyeft thy felfe,fay-
ing that [ fpeaking ill of thee doelye. Heere it Pusl re-
rumeto write,(hould reply, I fay thar thou lyeftin fay-
ingthat Tam an V{urer. Not forall this fhall his lye
make him guiltie, becaufe the generall lye permitting
anexception, it mayc be well wrefted, being apparant
thatin fpeaking ill of Paut, Nicholas did not lyc, Andaf-
erthe lfrﬂ lyeisaccompted falfe, it isto be prefumed
thatalfo thefecond containeth a kinde of falfetie : for
whofocuer isaccounted once naught, is alwaieseftee-
mednaught in the fame kinde: and the prefimption
bcinﬁ again{t Panlitbehoueth him tobe the ator,fo as
for the effetin the generalitie of the Iye,he fhal fall in-
tothisinconuenience. Befides,fuch may be his default
x the fime by lawe might be proued againft him, thae
neither as Defendant or Plaintife,he may enter the du-
elloor combat. I conclude therefore, for the fmall va-
liditic of the generall lye,that it hath qualitie to put an
otherman tothe paines of proofe: as for the danger
thatitbringeth with her, all cauilieres,and braue men
oughtto take heede of it altogither. Although there
were no other thing, then to auoidethe multitude
of artelles,being a thing more comely for gentlemen
tobinde themfelues to theaction, thenlay themfelucs
openwithmany words, |
T Of
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Ofthe Lyein particular.

X z% He fpeciall lyes are thofe which are ginen
KNz (43 | to [peciall perfons,and vpon exprefle and
E’g} . :{ .pa[“icma}: ma;]t:;ia?d :ihc cﬁ:aam le is this:
% N\ Siluano thou haft fayde that at the daye
’&%of the batraile of §. ):thimi» I did aba{;-
don the Enfigne, whereof I faye thou lyeft: and this
is that lye, that before wee tearmed affured and Jaw-
full. Itis veryeneceffarye thathee that goeth thus to
worke,muft haue fuch profes,and witnes of the fpeech
of that hee which intendeth to beginne the repulfe
with the lyc,thatthe other maye notdenyeit : for if [
haue not proofes conuenient,, hee maye anfwere thae
I hauelyed my felfin fo gining himthe lye,andin fuch
a cafe I fhall not onely be driuen to prooue thatI aban-
doned notthe Enfigne,but proue that he hath laid chat
blamevpon me vniuftly : butifhe cannot iuftly denye
it,then thereis no doubtbutthat he muftalfo preueit.
But when he {hall deny that he fpake thele wordcs,and
T haue proued them by iuft circumftance,if then he ask
the combate to prooue his faying that way on me, the
famethen isto ge viterly refufed, for the deniall of his
fpeeche commeth {o tobe _ag} ynﬁl)'fing of his worde:
andthereuponiit is to be prefumcd,that as well in his

The office of accufation as deniall, heewas alyer. And.in thefe

greatLords.
The office o
Caualiercs.

¢ quarrels,whereinappeareth manifcft falfitie,thofe who
commaund(as foueraigne Lords) ought nosto permit
the

T
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thecombat,nor braue men(I meane caualicres)ought
notto beathamed in fuch cafes to refufe the battaile,
being more honorableto auoide it with reafon,then to
enteritagaint all right,and all bond of duetie. Now
this truc and lawetull lye beeing thatwee would in
this chapter fpecific, with-which onclye braue men
ought togiue the repulfe vntoall iniuries, wherewith
they finde themfclues offended with any body,and wil
cither by mouth or writing giueit, they muftfoper-
fe@tlye manifet themiclues in the words wherein they
finde themfelues outraged,and in fuch fort build their
intent that no one of their words may be denyed nor
wrefted: if they determinenotafterwardsto haue que.
fion or douht of the Challenger ortheaccufed,which
sinenglith Plaintife and Defendant,

Of foolith Liyes.

7 He common opinionis, thathe
who giueththelye, loofeth the
cle@ion ot weapons,fothat kice
faie vnto another that he lyeth,
K] without hauing regardeto the
manner how he doth it,wherby
he thinketh to haue done great
A A YJmatter, And heercupon it com-
meth,thateuerye daye there rifeth from the common

[ am oot an honeft man, rhou lyeft in thy throate.
Ta And

fort= new and ftrange foolifhnefles, ashe who wil giue ;L“o' ;"‘rm

thelye cre the other fpeake, faying : if thou faye that peke.
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Andthisis achanging of nature,for thelyebeeing bye
an anfiere, in this manncr it commeth to anfivere thy
which was neuer fpokén, Here letvs puc a cafe,itis trye
that fometime one hearing that another hath fayd thae
heisatheef,will anfwere : If thou faie that 1 ama theefe
thou lyeft: this Lieis generall, helde incontinentlyeto
. chargeanother. But the formeof this giueth (asit fee.
Alpethat € 1 eth vito me)meancs and waie to the {peaker thereof
berepented.  to refolue with himfelfe well whether he will continue
therin orno,as though hee would faie to himfelfe, take
heed ifthou wiltaffirme thatwhich thoubaft fpok
that anouching it I pretendeto giue'thee the Lie, an
hee notreturning to faic the fame, that lye docth not
binde,for thata man maye fometime repent himfelfe,
faying fomewhatin choler or with little confideration.
Alyeatpla:  But nowtoreturne to our foolith Lies, whofe fathion
fure: will giue caufe of laughter. Ifthou wilt faie thatlam
not thy equall,thou lyeft: where he doth notonely an-
fwerehimfelfe before the other hath fpoken, but alfo
putteth himfelfe vppon his pleafure ,.thar faic I what
I canne, till I'haue fpoken itI doonotlie: as I cannot
faiethatT am going into France, vntillthat I'am inthe
waie,and that I am imbarqued. And of fuch lyke Lyes
Thaue heard fome good ftore amongeft no common
men, There are not anie of thefe more right than this,
which is much vfed, in that thou haft fpokenill of mee,
thoulyeft: and if thou denie the fame thy faying, thou
lieftalfo. That if T haue fpokenil of thee,orif thou cantt
prouethat T haue fpoken it or no,if thou canft proue
it,itbehoueththeeto tellit. Let this bee an example,
thouhaft (aid that I am an heretike,and fhew plainelie
that I haue faydeit,and vpon the exprefle and partice-
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bar iniurie,give me a certaine and efpeciall lye, ‘if thou
anftnotprouc thatinfuch words I haue iniuricd thee,
snd wilt enter into quarrell with me, then ivis thy pare
tolay before me that [ haue fpokenill of thee: fo it tou-
d\et‘ me toanfwere and repell the blame thatthou
dooftgiueme. Itis no reafonable matterthat thouwile

vpon methetitle of a flaunderer,and yettake. away
the meanes both of my anfwere & repulfe,and be both
Challengerand Defenderinone matten But thefeare
certaine fathions of writings or challenges, found oue

her of men which thinke themfelués too wifey ot
z:)(cwhich vnderftand very little. Thefe kinde of lyes
lefteeme notonely to be valawfull,but that they may
bee turned backe with alye in the throate:that I who
know that T haue not iniured him, may fafelic anfivere
him that he lyeth, that I denying that I haue fpokenill
of him doelye,

AndI'maye {peake of the other, that one meeting
with his enemie faith : holde or giue me thy hand,that
Imaytell theethatthouarea lyer, &he anfwereth that
thou lyeft: and fo not vfing any otherwife his handes,
thinketh fufficiently thathe hath difcharged himfelf of
hisaduerfaries charge, and dooth notvnderftarid that
thefe wordes,hold thy hands, will fignifie, Iwill proue
xifthou holde thy hand: and notholding his hand,he
s notbound togoeany further. It is fometime feene
thatone asking another a thing, asa man fhould faye:
haftnotthou faide fiich wordes? waft thounotfucha
dayin fucha place? in ficad of anfwereyeaorno, it is.
anfweredby alyc:ofall fuch, and fuch like, I doe not
intend to mencion or remember, being to great alabor

T3 to
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to gather them together, for that they are woorth ne
more,than as he that had loft his girdle, fayd that who-
foeuer had taken awaicthe famelyed. Or hé thatheard
another breake winde behinde,fayd,if you fpeak tome
fir,you licin your throate. To thefel willioyneothers

as vaine and toolith,whereof [ will giue examples,1 fay

A lye giuen toyou, like to lyke, whofoeuer you bee,that heéisan

whoremonger, and heethen not giue them onc'word,
butanother.daie with aduantage of weapon or compa-
nie,will tell me thatI lyed. The other beeing himfelfe
lykewifeiniuried,wil make no anfwere,and afterwards
outof audience will faie vnto thegiuer of the iniurie,
that hee lyed, or will publifh a careell full of giuingthe
liv, ThefcI{aie,and {uch lyke are of no woorth,for that
they are not giucn like Gentlemen or Caualiers, Indif:
grace ginenandreceiued in the prefence of others with
outaduantage,there muft no aduantage bee foughtin
theanfwering of them, but vnto the iniuries prefcntly
giuen,prefentanfivere muft bee made. To tholca farre
offgiuen, farre they are tobe antwered: and fuch asare
writ,written anfweres are allowed. Neither muft that
lyebecalled lawfull which is giuen with more aduan-
tage,than the iniury was giué,becaufe no refpe& ought
to withdrawe me toanfivere him who doeth iniuricor
hurt,fo that he be notarmed,or fo accompanied,that|
anfwering him,hee might doo me wrong in oddesof
weapon,in fuch maner iniuring me, Iought not vnfie
my worde infeeking my aduauntage, yetit s ceraine,
that if anie perfon, [ hauing meanes to doo fuperfticery
and wrong,{hould charge me with infamy,l oughtnot
to ftaie fromgining him the lie thercfore, for lg ismy
dementie or lielawfull. Neither canheallcdge,tharmy

challenge
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cullenge therein was fuperflicery, the fault being tobe
given by him who fawe me fo aduantaged vnderhim,
& would come to outrage me. But Gentlemen outof
this cafe muftobferuc,that thic lieor dementie ought to
begiuznin more honeft manner than the injurics are
done.And it thatone faroff thee haue fpoken ill of thee
thouftraight maiftgiue himthe ly,& maift write tohim
thathelieth inhis throdt,and fo likewife prefent.And if
he haue written anie thing in preiudlce of thy repurati-
on,thou by writing maift anfwere him,and very hono-
1bly thou maift alfo giue ithim prefent. And fecing
now mention is made of writing to 'him who farre of
kethill of another, willadde this, that I know thaé

of fomeicis faid,thatswhofoeuet is the firft that writeth
heisaccounted Chalenger,which apinionis innofort
to beallowed, for the:Challenger is he thit mowethithe
quareell,and heoffereth the quariell that giucth theiiny
wrie, whetherit be by worde or deede preferitor farre
off:and forthat the other fhall not preiudice the mattee
with the maner of writing, the wiiting fir ot laftisno
matcrat all. Bue Thaue feenc jtdifputed  amongefbthe
wilelt forte of Gentlemen , that carselles of [demen.
tisorgiving the lie , beeing heere and there caft a-
braad,cuery one did defend for themf{elues to beethe
firltthat publithed, pretending amongeft themfelues,
thathe who was the firft that wrote haft the beft aduan-

€
And becaufe wee haue {poken of fuperfticerie,
whichis not onely confidered in refpect of the aduan-
tgcof weapons or of perfons, but for refpet of priui-
ledaed places, or the fight of the prince,where itis not
lavfullforonethathe maye freely thewe his griefe.

Heere
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Heereone may aske me what heeought to do, ifin the

An anfivere in PrEfence of the Prince, one will gine mee outragious
the view of the wordes? To this I will alwaies thus aunfwere,that ng-

Prinee,

ther he oughtto letpafle the repulfe by the lyenorthe
Prince oughtatall totake it in difdaine, forhee oughe
tatherto bec tollerated that giueth another a repulfe
ofan iniurie,thenhe who doth it, and hec thatbeareth
that in his prefence an iniurie fhould be'done me, of s
greater reafon ought to beare thatI defende the fame
butyetfo,and with fuch reuerence muft he anfiverthe
fame by aducnture, as the fame may feeme full of mo-
deftie. And this I willnow faye,that fo much the more
Iholde my felfe bound to anfwere, by how much that
Iknow that he that did me iniurie, is accounted of the
Prince,before whom I may beaccufed : but heereinl
prefcribe no lawe to any body,but onely fhewe mine
opinion,which whofoetier followeth,fhall doe hono-
rably and for his reputation: whomit fhall not like to
followe,lct cuftome ftandin ftead of lawe. And now
turne to faye,that Princes ought more patiently com-
parte the difcharge, then thecharge that another hath
giuen i his prefence.
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A conclufion touching the Chal-
lenger and the Defender, and of
the wrefting and returning
back of the lye,or De-

mentie,

- .4 O come to the ende of this Treatife of De-
i menties orgiuing the lie,and to conclude
=2~ thequeftion ofthe Challenger & the De-

i\ fendant,fecingalreadic wechaue determi-
ned,thatheeto whomne the lie is giuen for repulfeof an
iniurie,he is properly the Dcfcngant. Totheendethat
more cleere contentment therein may be giuén,we are
veriediligently to examine the lawfull dementies ot
lies,andby this examiriation remember our felues(ifie
be conuenient)of thofe things which before wee haue
treaied of;and of their manner, and principally of the
proper nature of the Lic,thewhich is to put backe the
iniurie:and when it doth not this office, it becommeth
ofitfelfe an iniurie,and with another lie the fame may
berepelled:and vpon this confideration, I faiethat the
Liemaiebe giueninthe affirmatine, and fovppon the
pegatiue,and fometime itfalleth out, that vpon theaf
firmatiueit cannotbe giuen, and fometime vppon the
negatiue it hath no place y and fo confequentlyeboth
heereand there beeing giuen, it maie bee wreafted and
fentbacke,and yetic maﬁbec giuen both in the affir-
mationand negationint cﬁ;r‘x;c.quarrcll,witbout that

. it
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itmaybee fubiecte to anie repulfc of cither of the par-
tics.

Andheere of each my opinion, [ will giuean cxamﬁk,
The Lielawfully giuen vpon the affirmatiue , isfuchas
before wee havefet downe more than in one manner,
Onefaythofanother,that he is arebell vato his Lorde,
he whoanfivereth, fayth thathe lyeth, This lic cannot
beeauoided,beeing thatitis giuen in the repulleofthe
flaunder which is layed vpon him, Butif I fhoulde faie
ofanic man,that he were an honeft man,& oncfhould
piue mee the Lie vponthefe wordes,in this je requircth
not repulle butan iniurie,and I may faic,that hcc}l\ould
lic thatthinketh that Ithoulde lie. Now is it his parteto
proucthatheisnotanhoneft man, as well by reafon!
gauehim caule of iniurie, as alfothatitis prefumedof
eucric one thatheeis honeft, if the contrarie cannotbe
apparently proued : and whofoeuer fayth that another
is vnhoneft,muft proue his fault therin committed, for
the which hee ought not to. bee efteemed an honeft
man.

Now letvs paffc ouer to the Lies which are giuen
vponthe negatine, whether they bee lawfull, or law-
tully mayebeeturned backe or no : as if one fhoulde
faicof mee, thatin fome matter of armes or fighting!
didnotmy duetie, and I thoulde aunfwere him wyth
the lie, the fame fhall bee a moft lawfull aunfwere : for
thatin that fpeech; that Thad not doone my ductie, hee
putteth on my backe no fmall burthen of infamie,
wherein itthall bee moft lawfull and conuenientthat
- Tthoulde difcharge my: felfe with thelye, and heere
the repulle of aniniurie beeing the lye , andthe pre.
fumption beeing in my fauour, and thata man moft

not
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potprefume of another, but that hee docth his duetie
in all relpetes, whofoeuer gocih about to giue mee
that blame, to him it appertaineth to bee eftcemed
Challenger. Butifone faie that hee hath not fayled in
disloyalueto his Lorde, and I fhoulde aunfere him
thethee lycth, hee maye faie vnto mee, thoulyeftin
st thou fayeft 1lye, and with greatrefon it mayebee
byde, hauing aunfivered mee {0, for hee not dooing
amric vato anic bodie with thofe wordes, noranie
sun ought to prefume that another thoulde bee dif-

Lthat with the lye which I giue bim,I doonot
defendemy felfe nor anie other of anieiniurie, butgo
sbout to outrage him,when hee maye lawfully returne
backe that lye, and I come direétly to bee demen-
tied,and fo confequentlye mufte become Challen-
FNow itrefteth that wee fhewe vtoyou the exam-

of thefe cafes, in which in euerie and the felfe

quarrell, both vppon the affirmation and nega-
ton you mayc giue the lye, that neither of the one
fde ror the other there is anie meanss or waic lefte
w give them the repulfe, anditis thus.

Two Gentlemen or Caualiersare brought to the
feceata 10 fight, there are weapons prefented vnto
tem, vppon the which they reafon and debate be-
tweene themfelties whether they beto beerefufed or
a0, fo long that the daie is paffed without comming
© d batuaile ot fight, thefe dooth arife a queltion
beerevpon amongeft them, whether they bee refufed
ot no.

This ran whofocuer hee bee fayth, that wyth
waoo they might bee sefufed , doeth charge i:ll:x
2 4
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thacbrouight them, and hee who fayth chat they maye
notbe retufed in reafon, chargeth him chat icfulethio
fightwiththem,and therefare tha taske being giucnas
‘well on theaffirmatiue as negatiue, the liemay accord-
ingly bee giuen,and nomorgthe affirmatiuc than the
negativemay it he wrefted or fent backe, beingbothin
theoneand i the othet mannergiuen for tepulfc,and
notofaniciniurie. And thusmuch maye fuffice to bee
fpoken of this fubiet, feeing that of the.other manner
of Lies, how they-oughttobe ginen,& which of them
maybe wreafted,and which.not, therfiy appeareth that
they are fully demonftrated swhich are Jawfyll. &thofe
knowen,, it followeth confequently to knowe who
oughttobeaccontedchalenger. And fo(Godbethan-
*ed)wefinde thatalmoft wciauc»difpatéhgd thismar
ter,no leflevneafie(asitis fayd before) to be handled &
wndesftood,than meceflacy to beknawen of all cavaliers
and Gentlemen.

Ofiniuriesrewarded.or doubled.

7] Eere yet there refteth a2 new queftion,
yea,even in the Challenger and De.
fendant, which wee will not let paffe
L9 withaut fomedeclaration,, and tEisiS
; infuch cales,aswwhen.on ‘tﬁc oneparte
Le2e D dithey {peake,and onthe other they an
fwere withiniurious wordes,and that either they tcp!{
shefame,0r doo adioyne vato themorhers, of which
ditemadethissitleof ncquitcd;iniuricsm_xcdoublrat
of
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Forsoquited ininiics [ vadeiftand, when one replicth.
gi{tht injury that was giuen him, and doth adioyne
potiing thercunto : as thouarta theefe, a thecfe thou.
st. Theredoubled I call thofe, when oneis not con-
gnted to haue faide to his aduerfarie the fclfe fame
wordes of outrage,but dothioyne thercto an other or
moreasif I thould fay to another, that he is a falfe mo-
semakerand hefhould fay to me I amfo, and an ho-
wkide withall: vpon thefecaufts thewriters of Ducl-
b moue manyc queltions, whither vpon them there
pould beany fighting orno : and if they fhould fight
which hould be Challenger.and which the Defen-
dwt: heercin tofhew you that which [ think, before I
willfpeake thereof any thing atall, T doadiudge him
will brought vp gentlemen, who fecleth himfeltto be
darged withany blot of infamy, fhall notbe as welat-
wetiuc to take away that;as to {eck with like or greter in-
iicto flaundcchis aduerfarie,that heought with alye
pabackethat which thalbef{poken to him, rather then
wtherreply the fame,or multiplic any. other in words:
and fo doing,tivo commoditieswill followe him, the
one that with the lyehe thall charge his enemye with
¢urdutictobee. Challenger : the other thathee fhall
machim{elfe knowne a perfon farre from iniurious
m-ention, Butif the cafe happeninanyofthe formes
¥orcfaid, there is fomewhat to be marked how a man
wpuft bebatic himlelfe therein. 1 fay therforewhen one
aflethme traiter,and Liay thouart a traitor, & do not
wharto onlyiaynany word thae hath notthieforce of

pye the e iniuric many other times, it fhalbe as
V3 much

. N An iniurie not
beJye,no combatisto follow : andifhee come to re- thoughu.
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much as jfan iniuiy once repulfed, there is no more
repulfe to be (poken of. .
Butifit {hould be anfwered, thou lyeft that fayeft {
am a traitor,forthat thouart the traitor: I doe not fee
‘wherefore the combate fhould not followe hecre, for
with thefe words1 hauedifcharged my felfé with tha
he charged me, and laide vpon him the flaunderof
traitor,whichis thatI fendback the injuriedone to
and iniurighim with the reptilfe thereof, binding him
to liis proofe: and although hefbould replye,but thou
lyeft thy felfe that 1 am thetraitor, for allthishee isnot
dilcharged, but anfwered to that iniurye that [ gave
him; andbecaufethé Iye. wds giucn of mein time, it
will haue the greaterreafon,and is required athighand
to proue the truth of hisfpeech: but hauing.catled me
traitor, | fhould anfwere him,thouare the traivor, and
hee afterwarde fubjoyneshoulyeft: now the caft of
Challenger will come vpon me, becaufe hedoothnet
ftaye himfelfe vpon the firfte iniisyy but-anfwétely
zothat | faide to-him; and nowtome there remaineth
no more meanes tobindehim to the proofe,becingal
readie with thelye giuen mée made Challangor, Nev
thercanitbefaide,that that anfwere, thou are thewab
tor.hathfo much theforce of a repulfe,as of an iniury:
for that thie repulfc ftandeth in the negatiue, andif th
negatiue bane notthe forceof alye, it chargeth nots
and thatbeinganfiwered Traitor, the iniurie witha lye
may be putbacklawfullie,shat althopgh it be true, that
‘aniniuriconce wrefted will not permit any mosewr
ting : itis tobevnderftoode, thatthere is great diffe
rencebetweenc the wielting & repulfe:-with the wre

fling
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fing I (ay 1o theethat tliou faicft of me, but with the
sepulled giug theenotthat blame that thou giueft me,
butonely doefree my felfe thereof,charging thee with
mo blame acall,bue wich the dutie to prooue that thou
bat(2ide,and that that which Ifay thould be fo: ifone
fhould fay that ] am a theefe,and I thould anfwere him
thathelyeth,this thalbe teatmediniurie, and not wre.
fed butrepelled: and ifto oneofthefe lyes which we
haue fhewed beforé,which haue the nature of an iniu-
g;z,:n anfwere fhould bemadeto themby another lie;.

s halbe called wrefting. Andthis is a true refoluti:
omandfo tobeapproued and followed according to
the flile and order of Gentlemenand Caualiers. And
thatwhich [ haue faide of rewarded iniuries,I fayethe
fime oftheredoubled, that heemuftnot bee tearmed
Challenger by the multiplication ofiniuries,but muft
b ruled by thelye, hauing faide to you before that
sbout queftion of words,the proofe of the Tawes are
sppointed to the iniuryer,and not tothe iniured: true
&, thatwhen neither of the one fidenor the other
thelyeis, heethall not remayne without fomeblame-
to whome the fame was firfte {poken, how. manye
o great focuer they be,

Nor that is not to bee taken for good aduife
which is fet downe by fome writer, that if [ fhould
all another Traitor, and hefhoulde anfwere that I
am 2 Traitor ; 2 Theefe, a robber by the highway;
I houlde fubioyne T will prooue it 1o thee witlr
my weapon , that I am neither Triitor, Theefe,
por robber by the high waye, but that thou art the
taitor thy (clfe.

What
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What 2 foolith enterprife fhall this be of mine,that hs.

Quarels mut ViNG the meanes to make me Defendant,will make

be {imple.

{elfe Challenger,and offer my felfe to the proofe. Be-
fides, whatan ill kinde of procecding fhouf:i mine be,
tocome tothe determining of fo many quarrels with
onebattaile orcombat, the famenotbeing to begran.
ted for diucrs thingstogether: for it may come to
intheone they maye be true,in the other falfe : andfe
fight forthe one with reafon,and the other without: 8.
bout which,thofe thatwill forme quarrels ought tobe
wel aduifed:andifthey benotrightly framed,the Loed
before hee giueth licence for the fielde, muft reforme
them,or at the leaft prouide that when the gentlemen
or caualieres bee conducted thither, that their godfs.
thers in capitulating,giue them aconucnientforme.

That ftraightwaies vpon the Lye,
youmuft not take armes.

JOw if in the difcourfe about the lyes
{20 whichwe haue made, itis concluded

X IS thatthelyed,which is he thathath the
([ lie giuento him,isto be Challéger,we
7| doenot {ay therefore thatis to bevn.
 derftoode,that prefently for the lye
man fhould runne. to his weapon : for the triall of the
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be cfteemed honorableft,who with certain proofeap-
provethhis bonor, thenthe other that with an incer-
wineteltimonie,doth think to anfwere his repatation,
But I fee amongft Gentlemen tobe noted fuch ana-
bule that they thinke themfelues to haue commutted
villanye, to attempt any other meanes than by the
fwoxJ; s wherein how much they deceiue themfelues
whichthinke(o, T will {2y nothing elfe at this prefent,
butthat the civile profeis the profe of reafon, & fight-
ung butthe proofe of force : and that reafon is proper
mtoman,and force-of wilde beaftes. Leauing the di-
uile proofe and taking thearmes, we leaue that which
k conuenient for men,to haue recourfe to that-which
s belonging to brute beaftes: which peraduenture
Gentlemenwould notdoevery often, if they vnder-
floode wel their dutie,and when they would wel con-
fidecthatitisnoleffethe parte ofa Caualier toknow,
0 tvF wellhis fiworde then well to draweitout.
olc therefore which think they haue thelye duly
giuenthem,ought ifthey haue meanes by theway of
teafon to proue their faying,they ought by the fame I
ay,proucit,and not follow the other w;f\g of armes, if
thereto they benot conftrained by neceflitie; and foas
L:ey could not by any other meancs -juftific them.
flues,
Thofe otherwhich are offended for that they haue
sotthelyeduelye given them, thofe maye wicft the
fizae, or by fome meancs lightly reproueit,

Thefiword ang IWordebeing doubtfull,and theciuile certaine, the d-
duileproofe.  uiile is that way by which euery man of reckoning and
reputation oughtto juftific himfelfe. For he ought é: X Of
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Of the forme of Cartels,or Letters
of Defiance.

Hen Cartels are to be made, they muftbe
written with the greateft breuity that may
be pofsible,traming the quarrcll withcer,
9itaine, proper,and fimple wordes: and {pe.
a3 cifying whether the caufc was by woord
ordecd, you muft come to the particulars of the fame,
fhewing well the perfons, thething the times and pla-
ces, which doe appertaine to the plaine declaration
thereof, {othat onemaye wellrefolue tothcanfwere:
for the Duello being a forme of iudgement,as inthe
ciuile,criminall,and inaction of iniury,a particular fet.
ting downe s required : no lefle can be faide of the
iudgement belonging to Gentlemen and Caualiers,
theirs beingofno lefle force. And hethat fhalbe Chal-
lenger, fhallcall his partie aduerfarie to the field,hee
thatfhalbe the Defendant, thallioyne thercto his lye.

Andinfuch manner of writing, the leaft eloquence
and copie of woordesthat maye bemutft be v(cd, but
withnaked and clecre {peeche muft knit vp the con.
clufion. '

And thisIfay principally of theDefendant, which
with fuperfluous{peeche moft commonlye confound
themfelues,and in thatthey are not content to haue re-
pelled the iniurie withthe Iye, and will fct downe the
field, and faye thatthey will defendtheir fiying with
theirweapon: which thinges are notonelyc fuperfiu-

ous,
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ous, but dangerous, becaufe when onc hath giucn the
bwfulllye,certaine, and particular, {o incontinent js
hetwowinmthelye is giuen made the Chailen geryand
the proofe belonging vato him, it isin himto chufe
wuatway beft liketh him to proue his faying: whether
becivile,that is by law,or by armes:and mine aduer-
fary choofing the proofe by arincs, the choyfe of them
commethvntome,

NowifT giuethelye, and afterward fet downe the

oofe of armes, Tenterinto his jurildiction, and doe
the office of Challenger : whereupon itis moft reafo-
asble that mine appertainto his, and feeing that I haue
deted the proofe of armes, the eletion of them doth
rotremaine to him : for itis no reafon norhoneftye,
that[both call himto armes,and alfo take the choife of
dhem.

Andhere I multadioyneanotherthing, that albeit
tatordinarily hethat hath the ele@ion of armes, is ac-
eunted the guiltie or Defendant, 1 thould faye that
th. famc fhould ceafein thiscale, thatif peraduenture
by fpeaking of armes T happento preiudice my {clfe in
the cleCtion of them, forall that the quarrell dooth not
trer:buthe that hathaccufed me of any default, is to

roue his faying,& not I to proue my repulfe: & ther-
g(t we fay thatby theforce ofthe iniurye done vnto
meand by meputback, heis tobe Challenger, and I
fo hauing called him vntoarmes, do lofe the eletion
ofrem:wheruponitfolloweth thathe muft be forced
wproue his intention with thofearmes which fhalbe

d-de by himlclfe,
Andalthoushitfeemeth to me fuperfluous to remem-
bair,yetfor thatitisathing not to be paffed infilence,
X2 for
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for thatit is oft to be confidered,becaufe there muftbe
alwaies hadin regard,what words they vie euerytime
they fpeake of thefight : and the proofe and maintay-
ning are taken in the fame fenfe or fignification, and
do appertainto the Challenger: where the Defendant
oughtnot to put forth himfelfe, but to defend and fu-
ftaine: and if he fhould offer to maintaiaine ot defend,
he fhouldbecome prefentlie vpon the fame tobe chal.
lenger. Of the anfweres which are to be made vnto
the cartels,there isno more tobe faide, butfomuch
is fpoken alreadie. Inthe giuing of the lye,theanfwers
yet may beruledand ordered,and that when vponthe
lyethere happeneth no difputation vnto him that re.
ceiucthit,there refteth nothing but his iuftification,ei-
thervatothe proofe,or fatisfaction of the iniuric.

Andheere I will not ftay totell you,that it {eemeth
wnto me a moft gentleman-like thing,in all manner of
writings to {peake honourably of his enemie, for foa
Gentleman or Caualier doth honor to himfelte,thew-
ing thereby to haue quarrell with an honorable per-
fon: whereas otherwife,hee dithonoreth himfelte,and
fheweth himfelfe rather to haue minde to fight with
the pen then with the fivorde.

Ol
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Ofithe manner of fending of

Cartels.

2 Entlemen were wont to fend a gloue
foradefic,and with ficrce wordes did
difpatch the fame, when they came
vato the fight : for it wasnot thena-
71 mongft them efteemed peraduenture
T any aduanzage to bee Defendant,not
vfing that (I cannot tell what to tearme it) wittie or ca-
acling kinde in clection of Armes,which in thefe our
diicsarc accultomed. Afterward came the cuftome of

there was much difficultie and newnefle, and diuerfe
offences tobee carried. Laftly, the publication is taken
vy the which is more fure and morereadie.chiefely the
Lordes hauing feene the multiplication of quarrelles,
hae prouided that in their ftates no cartels maye bee
pefented,which beeing fo effe&tually brought to paffe
thr cueriz onc of them doth vieit, it leaueth no occafi-
ontofpeake many wordes vponit : Thus much 1faic,
thatas Cartels are publithed, & inaffurancethereof the
diic inimated and notified,then there is no place lefte
ofexcufe or alledging of ignorance,And by thismeans
al manner of hiding the matter, and all othet euafions
thaemight haue beene viedin the time of apprefentati-

onare cleane taken awaie.
ThisI fhal faiemore which T haue touched before
fpcaking of the foolih lics,that when anie man whofo-
X3 cuer

The cle&tion of
i . . > 2" Armes is vaie
fending of Cartelles, in which manner of proceeding cauelling.
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cuer fhallgiue mealie prefent;and withour aduantage
of weapons or of men, if then T do not anfivere him,to
come afterward to publith a Cartell withthe Lie, T can
not hold my felfe fatisfied : fornot being charged with
out aniefuperfliccie, and I not anfwering the fame, &

oing abouta farre of to anfwere him, I doin amannet
confeflethat Tamnotamanto ftand face toface wyth
him,and thus by my deeds confent that he is fupcriout
to mee, howe fhall I by writing equall my felfe to him,
and my opinion is,that fuch alye thall neuer be coun-
tedlawfull. Truthitis,if T doo not aunfwere prefently
the iniurious wordes,] amnot of vpinion that therfore
anothertime 1 fhalbe barred to make myanfwertothe
fame,andto him thatigaue them mee, onely this, thatl
muft foholde the fame; that thereby I take not any ad-
uantagein the doing of it. And if one fhallbec folame
or weake,that anfwering it is feene manifeftlye thatthe
otherwithout anic paine may hurt or offend him: to
this manit may bee lawfull to fecke affured meanesto
aunfwere. And fo inall matters of iniurie which are
committed with fuperfticcrie,although they be fpoken
toa mannes face,it is 2 thing cleere,that aunfivering by
writing,and by the waie of publication,isan anfwering
toone moft legitively, and when the other with ano-
ther fuperfticerie fhould aunfivere him it, that anfivere
fhall alfo be lawfull,

After
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After the defie it 1s not lawfull chat
the one Gentleman thould offend
the other, but in the fteccata,

which is the place of

Combat.

Frer that the one hath called
theotherto the battel,as well in
the requirer asthe required, it
| isnot lawfulthareither may of-
] fend his aduerfarie anie more,
for that that requeft or calling
5 ¥] bindeth gentlemen tothe ordi-
3 narie waie : andalthough there
fhoulde arife amongeft them
queftions or ftrife, they muft obferdethis rule,for whi-
kftthis queftion doth hang, no other thing is to bein-
atated. And if either of them fhould aflaulthis aducr-
fiticin this time,heis to bee efteemed, adiudged, and
declared abreaker of faith,and amongeft other Gentle-
menfrom henceforth, in anie other quarrellto beere-
fofed nd put backe, And this cenfure is fo viucrfally
roned that I necdenot endeauour my felfe to con-
¢ it anic fariher,

‘When
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VWhen onedoth call another foran
offence done vntohim by a

third perfon.

T happencth fometimes that one of
fended with another mans words, or
otherwife,maketh anothe: ftrike him,
or gaue himthe baftonado, oughthe
that is ftriken to bee called Challen-

: er,orelfe the (triker? vato whichde-
mand we hauea readicanfwere. Thatas the ciuill laws
doo proceedas well againft the oncas the other, foin
fuch cafe the combate becing permitted,a Gentleman
ought to procecdeas well againftthe onc as the other
ofthem,

Trueitis,itis fayde, that when the onc hathtoen-
dure,andthe other endured, thatwhen thething isno
more but manifeft, hee that is offended ought notto
leaue the certainefor the vncertaine. And beeing affo.
redthatheis ot:preffcd of fome body,his doubto: pre-
fumptiondoeth notmake him apteto requireanothet
perfonofeftimation before he croo difchurge himfc'e
of him thatopprefled him,and be offended againfthim
lhat hath with hand offended him, and oucrcomming
him,jitis clecre that hee remaineth difcharged. Butto
kill or ouercome him-that reguired him as Princip;ﬂ
Challenger,I doonot fee how hee is relicuci or ated,
for the other may alwaies faie that hee ftrake mc,for bss
own¢
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ewneparticular intercft, that the proofe of Arines is
snvncertaine proof,but the ftroke s certaine,in fuch
afethe blame or griefe will (till remaine vpon him-
flfe. Wherevpon I rcfoluc tofaic,thatthe manifeft
deedoftheoffence,and nottheoccultauthor of the
fimeistobe called. And thisaflure againe, that al-
though thereare fome thewces of them, a man maye

alfo doubt whether they may be falfe, but there is no
doubtof him that is the offender,

What s to be done if queftion rife
vponthe quarrell, or vpon
the perfon of the
(ghallenger.

5 Any times it falleth out , that one
}llcallethanother voto the fielde,and
thereforemuft accept the defie, but
i|aonfwereththefame with fome ex-

| notvnderftand the quarrell, or that
itdoth not touch him, or that the caller is infamous,
oc hath other charge,or s not of lyke condition, or
foch lyke. Io which cafe thereis nothing to fay,but

thaitis peceffarie before wee paffe anicfurther,thag
foch difficulties bee made cleerc, and the meaneto
deerthem is,that the gentlemen fubmit themfelues

to theiudgement of fome ptin¢e or noble mun chi

fte
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fted onboth partes, and chofen of both the parties,
and accordingly as they do cenfure t,{o the quarrel]
to belcft or followed. And beitthat the one wil not
accept the propofed iudgment, the opinion of gen.
tlemen fhall bee of him, it he were Challenger, thar
the oppofitions made were juftly made to him, and
ifhe were Defendant,thathee had anvninft quarcell
todefend. And when the Challenger thoald bethe
man that fhoulde refufe the iudgement, tothe De.
fendant remaineth nought elfe to doo, but to ftand
ypon it firmely:truely yet when the Defendant fhall
auold the detérmination, then it appertaineth to the
Challenger to proceede further, ﬁauin ‘fhewed or
fent him theletters patents or of the fielde , hee hath
moreto do,he muft fend them him, & notifie them,
requiring him that cither hee accept the one,or fend
backe theothers , orelfe lethim choofconeofthem
with proteftation thatif hee do notaccept the fame,
or refufe to fend,hee doeth caufe him to vnderftand
that fhe thall auoide it,and is to accept fuchan offer,
fpecifiengoreof his patentsand-letters, and that in
conuenient time hee fhall finde him in that placcor
field to makean énd with his weapon of the quarrel
iftice fhallbee there,otherwife with all difdaine and
contumacie hee fhall proceede to his infamie, wyth
thofe claufes which fhall bec neceflarie for fuch an
effect: And this is botha Gentlemans courfc and
reafonable order of 'proceeding, for if there were
notfuchan order of proceeding fonnde out, fore-
ueric one that woulde finde out meanes to auovde
all calling into thie ficldes, moftmen would refufe all

fighting
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fghting,&iudgement,& the required fhall remaine
mocked withoutanie remedie. And this remedieis
hwiullto be vfed when the Defendant doth flicthe
judgement thereof,that the fame fhoulde be chofen
of both theparties by cdmon accord: for when the
quarrelliscontefted and clecre, no matter now ftan-
d¢thtobe determined on, for there remaining anie
oneArticle tobe determined on, they cannotbinde
another toaccept it, nor to fend patents or letters of
theficlde, for thachath his time and place when all
controuerficis paft,and that done,then there refteth
rothing but to. cometo blowes.

Whether the fubiecte ought to

obey his Soueraigne, being
by him forbicﬁlen to
Combat.

&2 His doubt is oftcn moued by them that
37| write of this matter,concerning which
3y Gentlemen are refolued,that for their
5 Prince and Soueraigne they willglad-
NPy ly hazard their liues eueninto greateft
ungers,but their honour will they notin anic cale
fuficrtobe fpoteed with difgrace or cowardife,wher-
bK they are growen into this cuftome, that beeing
challenged to the combate, or vnderftanding or
perceiuing that others meane to challenge them,
o elfe intending and refolued wyth themfclues to
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ehallenge others, they will retire into fomte fecrete
place,whereitfhallnarconfift oncly in theyr Prin.
ces power to forbidde; or ftaie them fromit, 2ad fo
laying afide all refpect eitherof their Princes fauour
or lofle of goods,or bannifhment from their Coun-
trie,they take the combate in hande, And whofoe-
uer fhoulde doo otherwife amongft men profefsing
Armes,fhouldebee iudged to haue greatly empay-
red his creditand reputation,and difhonoured him
{elfein high degree.

Alfohefhouldbee eftecemed vnwarthie to con.
uerfe with Gentlemen,andif chance he fhould chal.
lenge anie man afterward, he might deferuedly bee
repulfed, & lawfully. Which manner and order be-
ing confirmed by long cuftome,and vniuerfally ap-
proucd and helde for fterling among knightesand
Gentlemen of all fortes,I thinke it. needles heere to
trouble my felfe with aunfwering all fuch friuolous
oblc&ions as diuerfe make that haue written of this
fubic@ whereof fome alleadge the ancient defcrip-
tionof watre,, wherein it was not lawfull for anie
fouldier tocombate againftthecommandement or
withouit fpeciall leaue of the Generall:for they con-
fider not the difference of the cafes,which is greate,
feeing it isanother matter tobe in anarmie,wherea
manis bound to attendto efpeciall enterprifes, and
to beeidle at home: Befides this,thereis alfo muche
differencebetweene the defiances vied in auncient
times, andoures,which being mnovie ot cuftome,
&fcarfekaowen vntothe Romaneshow coutdthey
make any lawes or take any ordet concerning them.

Further-
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Fu_nhcrmorc,thofc Gentlemen or Souldiers that
inanci¢enttime challenged one another to thecom-
bate,becing of contrarye armies, and encmic one to
theother,(whom thefe writers allcadge againft vs)
wercinduced tofeckethe tryall of armes, for one of
thefe two caufes : cither for that the decifion of the
whole warre was agteed vpon by both partics, tobe
committed to fome fewe of eche armieyas it fell out
wshenthe Horatgfand Crrarijtried their valour for the
whole armies: andiin this cafe it is moft neceffarye
thattheele&tion of cobatants thould apettainto the
foperiors &cheefe gouemours: neither canitby any
reafon be fawful for eche one to take any fuchenter-
prife in hand thatis willing o docit, or elfe for profe
of theirvalour:in which cafe alfo o Souldicr ought
togoeto the combate withoutlicence, neither doth
anyburthen ot chargeremainevpon him,ifhe deny
the combate,for that hiee is to vfe his valour inthat
warre ot according to hisowne pleafure, but his
wtowhome hee hath fivorne his feruice and obedi-
ence,withourany refpect of particular interelt:yet it
may fo faltour,tharaSouldier being burdened with
fome efpeciall quarrell concerning his reputation,
ought fo muich to regarde the fame,that heoughtto
abandonboth the armye, his countrie and naturall
Prince, rather then tofuffer itto paffe vnanfivered.
Corkcerning which point,] will fay as much as ] can
prefently call to remembrance, .

True itisgtharif thererife any quarreil betweene
two gentlemen of two aducrfary armies,they ought
not either tochallenge, oranfivere a challenge with-
outtheauthoritie of their Generall : for that with-
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out his lcaue,it is not lawtul for any man to hauc any
intelligence or dealings whatfoeuver,with any in the
encmes Campe : butit that the quarrell were fuch,
that cither of the parties fhould be dithonored cither
by delaying the challenge, or not aunfwering the
fame,then ought he whofe honor and reputation is
indanger of ftaine,to enlarge himfelfe as much asin
him lyeth,from tharfubicction hee is in, and brin
him{clfeinto the waye whether the fafegarde of his
honarinuitethhim. Tnfomuch that among Gende-
men this opinion is currant, that if a man were in
fome Cittic beficdged by the enemie,and could nog
obtaine leaue of the Gouernour to come foorth, hee
oughttoleapc ouer the walles,to goe and defend his
honor. Yetwill [ notdeny,but that if 2 mans country
or nawrall Prince fhould be interefled in the mateer,
heoughttohauearefpectboth of the oneand the o-
ther: and efpecially when a great partcof the quarrel
fhould concerne cither his Countrie or Prince: for
thatth&the maner of proceeding therin,ought tobe
plattedby theircounfaleandaduife. Butin ali other
cafes,when the matteroncly concernetha mans own
intereft,then ought not any gentlemanbe backward
in challenging, oranfwering the challenger: and in
nocale cither ypon commaundement, or vpon any
penaunce whatfocucr,refufe the combat,

Neither according tomy fimple conceite, ought
any prince to look for any thing achis fbiecs hands
that may empaire their reputation, or woorke their
difhonour.

How
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How Gentlemen ought to accept
ofany Quarrell, in fuch man-
nerthatthey may combat

lawfully.

A\Hey that maintaine any quartell, vfe
L\ moftcommonly to vndertake the com-

Tbﬁ- bate with fuch intent, thathowbeit the

[ Jiflcauleof their quarrell beiuft, yet they

sl combate not iuftly,that is,notin refpe&t
oncly ot iuftice and equitie,but either for hatred, or
fordefire of reuenge, or for fome other particular
sfeion : whence it commethto pafle, that many
howbeitthey hauetherighton theirfides, yet come
tobe ouerthrowen: Forthat God whofe eyesare fix-
edeuenon themoft fecretand inner thoughts of our
harts, and cuer punifheth the enil intent of men,both
i iuft and vniuft caufes, referueth hisiuft chaftice-
mentsagainft all offenders,vartill fuch times as hisin-
comprehenfible judgement findeth to be moft fit
tnd Eruing to his purpofz.

Wherfore,no man oughe to prefume to punih 2-
macher, by the confidence and truft which hee repo-
fethin his owne valour, but in iudgement and triall
of armes,cucty one oughtto prefent himfelfe before
trefishtof God,as an inftrument which his eternall
micftic hath to woorke with,in the execution of iu-
Bice,and demonftration-ofhis iudgement, "
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Iftherefore any manviolate the chaftitie of my
wifc,filter, necce, orkinfe-woman, I ought not or
may not calt him tothe trial of thefivorde,to the end
that I may be reuenged of him.Nor ifany one fhould
prouc difloyall to his Prince or Countrie, ought |
challenge himta the combate in refpe@eof the ha-
tredthat I beare him, or to obtaine fauour at the
Princes handes,or to purchafe honour in my Coun-
trie, or ifany of my kinfemen or freends were flain,
maye] challenge the murderertothe fielde, inre-
fpe& ofthekinred or freendfhip Thad with him, but
myintentought to be fuch, that howbeit I bad not
beene efpecially offended, and no particular affeéti.
onor rd};)c& fhould induce me tgcrcumo, yet for
louc of yertue, and regarde o  the vniuerfall 200d
and publique profite,lwas to vndertake fuch acom.
bate. Far I ought in all particular iniuries prefent
ynto mine eyes,not the peifons either offending or
offendcd,butrather fall into cGfideration haw much
that offence difplealcth almightie God, and how
much harme may enfuc ynto humainckinde there.
by. Andfotadultcrie-ouglu amanto combate, not
astoreucngethe wrangdonc o one particular per-
fon,bytin regarde ofall, conflideringhow holycand
religiousa bond matrimonic is,being a lawfull con.
jundtion inftituredand ordained by God, to theend
thatman andwoman therein fliould not as two, but
ornieperfon, liue rogether in fuch manner, that no-
thing except death only mightfeperate and difioyn
them. Whetfore crpcndin%)thc dignitie and wor-
thines hereof,and how that by adulterie this deuine
ordinance and inftitution is violated, matrinionyall

con

bonorable Quarrels. The 2.Booke.

coniun@tion infringed,and lawfull procrcation cor.
wpted, eucrye Gentleaan oughr to vnderrake the
combate,notfo muche to teuenge himfelfe, or his
freends orto chaftice or punithe the offenders, as to
preferue and keepe from violence a bondfo facred
andinuiolable, with fure hope,that God,who (as .
Pafaith) will iudee the Adulterer, will by means
thereof giue moft feucre iudgement.

Inlike manncr, if fome man haue mif-behaued
himfclfcin any matter concerning his prince or cun-
trie,cach Gentleman ought to thinke,how that God
hath ordaincd and authorifed Princes to be aboue
ws to the ende that vader him they mayas his mini-
fiers and officersgouerne vs his humble flocke, how
that nothing beeing mote gratefull and acceptable
vnto God,thengood gouernment amongmen(who
sffembled together , and living vader the fame
liwes, beare themfelues orderly, goucrning their
liwes and mannersaright)wearcnot fo muchT)ound
in dutic towardes any,as towards them that are as it
were licutenantes vnto almightie God in earth, for
folcall our princes andgouernors: and towards that
sfferoblic & congregation of mankind, vnder whofe
Lwesweare borne and bred,I meane our Countrie,
and how thatno greter wickednes canbecommitted
than for aman to rebél againfthim whom Godhath
ordaincd Lord and goucrnor oucr him,or to wrong
himvnto whomehe hath giuen his faith,or to betray
that citie vato which hee is both for his lining bring-
ing vp, & many bencfits befides infinitly beholding.
lsepetewhereof, I faie cach Genteman hauing
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confidered and weighed all this,ought asa publique
ﬁlague, and notas a particular enemic,to perfccue
imrthat committeth any of thefe odious exccfles:
calling him to the triall of the fivoorde, confidentlyc
hoping and crufting with aflured faich,that God will
chaftice and punifh himthat hath fo greeuouflye of-
fended both him and his people, violating his z;crcd
ordinances and conftitutions. And for the fame rea-
fon,if fome man haue conimitted murder, hee that
will combate with him,muft not doc it to this ende,
oncl¥ towrcake thedeath of him that is murdered,
inrefpect that hewas hisfreend or kinfeman, but he
oughtto call to minde what 2 noble and excellent
cteature man is,who being taken away and brouglt
to naught by murderor flaughter,the faireftand no-
tableft woorke which almightie God hath framed,s
marred,and [poiled.Infomuch that whofocuer com.
mitteth murder, dooth diffolue and breake the moft
perfect peece of woorke that the creator of heauen
and carch hath made, and defaceth the image and
likenes of God. And for that God in his facred law
ordcined, that man-flayers fhould be carryed from
hisalterand put to death, the partie thatwill com-
bate knowing how greatly his diuine maicttie is of-
fended with this {infic, oughtnot to vndertake the
combate,becaufe he would kill him;but becaufe hee
miglithe as it were,the miniftertoexecute Gods de-
nine pleafure,and moftholy commaundement.

By thefe examples maye a Gentleman perceiue
‘what ought to be doonein all other cafes, (}; that
fhallbe needles formen to fecke examples for cache

offencs,
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offence, troubling both my felfe and the Reader. In
the meane time, take this by the way, that whatfoc-
wer L haue heere {aide of the Challenger, is alfo in
the fame manner to be vnderftoode of the Defen-
dint: infomuch that both the one and the other
oughttoregarde the preferuation of their honour
sndinnocencie by iuft meanes: the one neucer chal-
knging but with iuft caufe and vpright meaning,
:nf the other neucr accepting any challenge, vnlefle
hecknow himfelfe tobe guiltles : and in fuch forte,
thathe may take it witha good conlcience,as to doe
or performeany action that concerneth his honor,
wliucand dyein defence thereof.For,as it is fhame-
fullto doeany difhonorableact,fo is it more fhame.
full and opprobrious to maintain thefame,and ftand
indetence of it.

Andagaine,a manfinding himfclfeinnocentand
wrongfully dithonored,ought not to feare any dan-
ger,buttoventerhis life atall times, for the righting
ether of priuate or publique wronges: inall things,
confiderations,and circumftances, hauinga fpeciall
reparde vito iuftice. For Godgiueth rightvato him
thzeis iult,and ouerthroweth the vniuft: whofocuer
therefore Mhall take armes for juftice to repell vniuoft
iniurics,may be affuredto preuaile, and with an vn.
dimaicd courage goe about what he vndertaketh.

Zx Of
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OFINIVRIE,OF
the Charge, and of the

{hame.

\ Hereas I haue before
fufficientlye intreated
vppon the qualitic of
Lyes, and fhewed the
nature of them to bee
toretumne iniuries, pr-
aduenture fome wyll
meruaile why 1 fhould
againe {peak thereofin

= £ Ythis place , feeing that

the imuriemult needesbebefore any returne,which

(though confefle)bee out of order to reduce iten-

derthistitle,yetin diverfe refpects I hauebenemo-

ued thereunto,as namely, for thatI finde a vericill
cutome gencrally followed in quarrelles,wherc by
contempt of rightcourfe and law it felfe,Gentfemen
arerafhly carryed to take weapon3 in hand, not con-
fidering firltif it beea lawful quarrell, or fuch asmay
deferuea Combat, nor doo 31'cy cuer defire to bee
directed by'an orderly proceeding. But Gentlemen
ofdifcretion ought firft before they enter into armes
rightly to examine the quality of their quarel,ifitbe
worthie the proofe by weapons,and by this incan fs
make

. &
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miake atightintroduction to the truth, fo as men bee
notrafhlylead onto the flaughter. Again,the ground
ofall quarrcls betwixte Gentlemen is this, that they
thinke themfrlues iniuried or charged, whereofmy
purpofc s chitfly to intreate, fo farre forth as 1 fhall
thinke itneedfull.

To beginne then with iniurie, it is nothing elfe Iniusy:
butathing done without reafon,as (as wevie to fay)
wiongfully. And Charge is no otherbutan inforce- charge.
n20famantoreturnc,or to prooue or reprouc anie
thing alledged,which is fo tearmed by this name, be-
aufethat the lawiersaffirme,that the charge of pro-
uingrelteth on the Challenger, Whereby it appea- Hethat is char.
reth that the man charged ought to be the Challen- &%

¢ : androuching thefe two wordes, itjsto bevn-
§nﬂood that fometime both injuricand charge are
uonetime done,and fometime ‘charge withoutin-
furie,anda man maye 2l{o iniuric and not charge.
Touching the firft thus it is, Tam charged by one
with a0 offence I neuer committed, wherin hedoth | .
meiniurie,becaulehee doth vnlawfully feeketo de- 1’1‘;;1
fime me,and then lajeth the charge'on me,in thathe
forceth meetofecke to returne the iniurie,and make
mfwereto hisopprobrious wordes,vnlefle I would
fuffermy [elfe tobe hamed.Whereupon I giue him Charge wich-
thelie,and fo difcharge ry felfc and come to charge 2"
him,which ferteth me free, & bindeth him to main-
tine his wordes,which is 2s muich as to vrge himto
challenge. Wherefromwe are to notesthat Tonely
chare him without iniuring,becaufe my anfivere is
butreafonable,and fo the charge relteth onhim,as T
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fayd before. Iniurie without chargeis of two fortes,
viz,of wordes and of deedes. Of wordes thus,if one
man thould fpeak anie thing of another,which were
manifeftly knowen to bee falfe,to this he fhould not
bee bound to aunfivere, becaufethe firft 'without a-
nie returne woulde beeaccounted afalfe accuferand
alyér: and in mine opinion, it isa more honourable
reputation for aman to beefilentin fuch a cafe,than
by aunfivering to feeme to make any account of the
wordes : asanobleworthieman faydevnto a Gen-
tleman that had flaundered him, that hec would nei.
ther holde hima friende noran encmie, not yetan-
fwere his wordes, reckning him vnworthic to bee
wel fpoken off byan honeft man,and toobafe a fub-
ie@ fora man to fpeake cuill off. But ifin cafe of
fuchfhamefulland falfe wordes, amanfhouldcbee
vrzed and giuc the lie, it is more than is requifite,asa
thing whereof a quarrell ought not tobe taken, for
quarrels arctoteflifiea truth, and where that is once
manifeft,the quarrellis not required,

Iniuric by deeds without charge is, whena man
by aduantage or fuch lyke meanes offereth a wrong,
and it is cuident that fuch a facte was villanouflye
doone, and this iniurie Iaccount doone without
charge,infuchlykeforte as that was by wordes, be-
caufe thatifhee that is iniuried woulde demaunde
the otherareafon of his villanie, howe coulde heo-
theiwife maintaineit volefle by alleadging that the
other had taken aduauntage of him, ordoone him
fomewrong. Andif this bee fo, what ncedeth far-
ther proofe 2 But pethappes fome man wyll aske m“g
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ifinthis calc hee thoulde put vp this inivrie without
reuenge . Towhome I aunfwere, that Combat was

ordayned for iufltifieng of atruth, andnot to laye o- combat ot
gn Jwiic forone manto reuenge him of another, ordayned fos

orthe punithment of fuche thinges refteth in the

ance for the maintenance of peace in therealme,
whichif it houlde bec feuerely exccuted, no doubt
but therewoulde bee fewer quarrelles by many de-

rees. Andintroth, theoffence is the greater in this
fm‘.mc, whereweeknowe God,and heare his Go-
fpcll dailic preached, which expreflie forbiddeth
gunflaoghter : by howemuch that hee that killeth
mikctha maffacre of the veric trae image of theli-
wng God.

Whercforewe ought onelye to feare,reucrence,
and obey him,and notfollow our owne vaine appce
ates,which carrie vs headlong into veeer ruine and
deftrultion. But to returne toreuenge, he that needs
will followe it, ought to take another courfethen
combate,albeit many no doubt will aduife aman to
sewrne like forlike, whichin nocafe I would not
withhould be followed. But many perhaps that are
rathetleddeby anill cuftome than reafon,wil won-
derarthis [haue alreadie alleadged, becaufe heeraf.
ter | will alfo affirme,that where an iniurie is thame-
tullye doone, not onelye the iniuried is freeof the
chuge, butthe iniarier refteth wyth the thame, for
n matters of chiualric, where aman committeth
no fhumefull, difhonourable, or vile faéte, hee can-
nottruely bee fayde to haue doone vnlyke a Geri-
teman: and mee thinketh it an vopofsible thing

to
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to auoide receining iniurie from another, thercfore
when anie thing happeneth which a man cannote-
{cape,it ought to be iudged thamefull, Forafhame-
full thing is,where a man commitceth villanic which
was in his powernot to haue done : as for example,
Fhaue power in my {clfe to refraine from iniuring an
other,trom committing wicked facts,from breaking
my promife, from committing treafon,which things
if Toblerue not,Ibring vpon my felf the greatctt in-
famie and fhame thatpoffibly aniec man may brin
on himfelfe:his then ought the fhameto be that haiﬁ
doone thisbeaftly act, and not his to whome it was
done, Which may be yet farther confirmed by this
argument : that wherea man proceedeth notlykea
Gentleman,hie fheweth a cowardly feare in himfelf,
nctto dare to maintaine it in equalitie againft him
whomehee foughtto haue wronged.And touching
this opinion,auncient menbeforevs haue fayd,that
the iniurie is not his to whome itwas doone,buthis
who doeth it. Againe,, my opinion isthat in cafe of
fome former quarrell,he that doth anie difhoncftin-
jurie may be denyed the Combate, as one ghat hath
before committed a defeét,and hee thatreceiucth it
ought(asthe cafemay be)to bee recciued alwayes,
fuppofing alwayes thatthis defet of him thatiniuri-
,ctg-is manifeft. And Twyll notomitin thisplace to
fpeake of an ill cuftome vled nowe a daics, which

red thar doth 2. otight no leffe tobee confuted by reafon , than it is

oyilla&,

commonly followed withgreataffection, which is,

that when aman knoweth himfelfe to hauc rightly

receiued thelye,by andby to auoide the proo{fc,,l\h:tcl
ccke
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feekethto giue the baltonado, or fuch lyke fa&, and
many times turnes his backe and runnes his waic, to
the ende thathee that is iniuried may not prefently
ukereuenge,and in this fort he thinketh to be valy-
antly difcharged,which lykewife the common forte
doa verily iudge,and doo not perceiue their errour,
andhowgrofly they are deceiued. For firft of all, if
for honour fake I would doo anie thing, T amto doc
ithonourablie and lykea Gentleman, and notvilla-
noufly and lyke a traitour : nor muft I thinke thata
fhamcfullfatt can grace or difgrace me,but muft reft
affured;that the charge don me by anotherisyet ftill
vpon me,and that 1bring agreater thame vnto itby
this dithonourable deede. Next,if T cannot commit
amorc odiousthing in combat than torunne away,
how may I thinke to haue done honourably by run-
ningawaie ? Andwherefore fhould not hee bec ac-
counted of all fotts of Gentlemen more honourable
fromwhom I runne;than I who runne, albeit I haue
done him fome great difgrace: for to iniurie another

s nohonour,and torunne awaie is a fhame. There- Who heis thae
offendeth inan
ill forte,

fore I will neuer be perfwaded, thata man thathath
ity receiued the Lie,canby anie fuch actdifcharge
him{clfe, or that hee is not bounde to prooue that
whereon hee receined the Lie,butthathee oughtto
beethe Challepger:and this opinion do I holde vp-
pontherealons befo: ealleadged, which mee think-
etha Gentleman oughe feoner to followe ,than a
blinde opinionof the vulgar forte, which hath in it
neither lawe norreafon. And Iwoulde wifhe Gen-
demen by thefe rules to examine. the caufes for

Aa which

donchonorably
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which amanintendethto fight, & firft to vaderftand
the nature of quarrels if they deferue Combat, or it
they maicotherwife beanfwered than by thefword,
and notto be perfwaded by intreatie or fauour ofa-
nie,to agrec tovaneceffary quarrels,becaufe thatbe-
{ides the offence towatdes God, itis an iniutie to g
man to draw him to fight thatis not bound , anditis
alfo 2 wrong to the magiftrate before whome futh
controuctfies ought to be decided, intruding them-
{elues into theirofficcand fun&tion.Nor yetmay we
allowea quarsell vppon euerie Lic, as Fhaucatlarge

honorable Qﬂﬂrre/f. The 2. Booke.

fight) asit itwere uc the baiting ofabull, orfome o-
ther wilde beaft, whofe fucceflours imitating theyr

redeceffowss, haue brought thefe thinges tothis

alle, asgenerallye itis holden, that whofocuer hee
fxc (lAm recciucth the Lic,bee it vppon whatfocuer
occaltonhiec is prefentlie bounde to difchargehim-
fclfcthercot onely by his fivoorde, and not by anye
other meanes . Which diforder beeing thus farre

rocceded, ought no doubtto bee carctully redref-
&d, that Gentlemen maye beereduced from theyr
arroniouts opinion; by the felfe fame waic and means

" ‘ - . N )
thatthey fell firtinto it. And to the endethat men gy ;. 40n
maye bee rightly perfivaded, I faiethat the Lye is notlcadea
notthething thatinduceth fight, but the occafion mantofight.

fhewed in my difcourfe of Lies : and wee maycalfo
note here thar a Lielawfully giuen,is that which ma-
keth the charge, whereby the other is boundetothe

on cucric Li

proofe {imply,and not to the proofe of Armes; be-
caufe(as I haue fayde before) in fuch a cafe wherco-
ther proofe may bee madethan by weapon, the Lye
doth not onely notbinde aman to the Combat, but
eucrie Gentleman is bound to defift from the triall
by Armes,and torelic on the triall by realon.

I muft ilfo adde heereunto,thateucric Licwhere-
of 2 man cannot make iuftification by ciui'l lawe,
dothnotyet by and by deferue combat. Forf would
not haue anie thinke that there is fuch efficacicina
Lie to binde aman to fight, as it feemcth fome holde
opinion, which in deede proceedeth from acormupt
vie of certaine that haue becne before vs, who for

Duello snotywant of vaderftanding, without law,realon, or rigit

" courfe of Chiualrie, in the beginning dyd give ly-
bertie to infamous perfons, to require the Combat,
¢as men defirous and willing to beholde othurs in

fizht)

whercupon it was giuen,and ifthere wereno proofc
of the defect whereofaman is blamed, thathee can
in no lorte binde the other to fight , becaufe there-
gardeought to beeto the qualitic of the iniurie, and
potto the Lie.

ButI am fure fome will account this opinion
newly vpltart: towhome I aunfivere, their cuftome
andopinion is farre more newe, and that mine is ra-
ther to bee proued auncient, becaufe no law canbee
found, that commandeth aman for the recetuing of
the Lic to fall prefentlie to fight . but all thofe lawes
whzreon the Combat hathbeenegraunted,haue ex-
preflic reic&ed the occafions,, amongeftwhich,no
mention isinadeof the Lie: andrhisis.the true and
auncient cuftome approoued by the lawes of the
Lombardes, and by thein{titutions of the Empe-

fours. , »
Aa 2 And
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And if amanought prefently to fightvpon the Lie, were by lawe to be accounted difhonorable, and
itis vaine that the Lombards and other Princes after thould therefore Ee difgraced before the tribunall
them, hae taken paines to fet downe the patticular feate : vponi fuch a quarrell my opinion is,that heeis
caufes for which aman oughtto fight, and thofeal- potto be denicd to wftifie himfelf by weapons, pro-
fo forwhich it is not lawfullto fight: foas I conclude tded ahwaies, thathee benot ableby lawe tocleere
thatinall cafesa man oughe with greate judgement himfclfe thereof, And exceptaquarrell be compye-
and circumfpectionbehaue himlelfe wilely. hended vdet oneef thefe two fortes, T doc not fee

how ariy man can by reafon ot with his honor,cither

‘ C grauntor accompanyeanother tothe fight.
FOI’- What QaU[CS Combats ought to Moteouer, fuch Gentlemen as dot tzounﬁxile Of Thedutic of
bee graunted . Kcompany atianyeught tobe iudges of the quar- gndanen,

tell,fot vntathem itbelongeth cheefely to knowe if
n ) the quarrell deferue tfiall by atmes or no, if theper-
g1 greatly different is our cuftome fonbe fufpeted of the defec laide againft him, and
73 [now a daies, from the orders & laws iftherebe prefumiption-thereof. But if thefe thinges

of|[]of thefirft inflitutors of Duello, as if benot welliuftified and proued,the combate ought
aman fhoulde go about to reduce nottobeadmitted,becaufe that the profe by armes
them into particular cafes, it were being ordained; as a meanesto fift out thetruth,as in
=== notonely atrouble to fome, buta ciuileiudgement,where the proofeis reafonableand
verieimpofsible thing : for which caufe Iwill one- certdine; no man can be put to torture withoue due

Jyueateofthat which I fhall iudge meeteft by age- information,and fufficient witnes, much leffe ought
nerall rule to bee obferued, and include all combats irtobedconein the iudgementof weapons,which

vider twoheads. pethaps may fall out to be-as little to reafon, as very

The caues of Firftthen,l iudge it not meetthat aman thould doubtfull.

Ducllo, hazard himfelfe in the perill of death,but forfucha Againe, thofe Gentlemen are to vnderftand if the
caufe as deferuethit,fo as ifaman be accufed of fuch arrell hane beery vndertaken hetetofore by any of
adefedt, as deferue to bee punithed with death,in eparticsto be proued by lawe,or otherwife: and Thequanelat
this caft Combate mightbee graunted. Agdine,be- then whether it be proued or no, itis not lawfull af. Syelatthed-
caufe that in an honourable perfon his honor ought terward tobring it to combat : befides they are dili-

to be preferred before his life,if it happe him to haue gently to confider,ifit may be iuftificd by any other Ciuile Zroofe.
fiuch a defect laid againft him,as inrefpect thereof he meanes or no- And ifin cafe it maybe doneby law,

were Aag wea-
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qll'fd .
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weaponsare notto be allowed: for if by ciuile caufe

cotroucrfiesare remitted from onc iudge toanother,
asadtions more belonging to one then to another,
much rather is the like to bee doone,from the indge.
mentof armes,to ciuile law, {ecing the ine uality is
much the greater : and vpon thefe two lalt articles
thelegentlemen oughtto take oath of him thatde-
maundeththe fielde,and without inftification there-
of;there is no reafon to graunt it to any man: which
thingis fo muchethemoreto bee obferued, by how
much it is 2 common cafe, thatmen are moued to
fightvpon fuch quarrelsas might be ended bf,y ciuile
law,and whofoeucris once challenged the fielde, it
is accompteda fhame forhim to refufe it:in which
cafc thevulgare opinion is, thatitis not manlyncsin

bonorable Quarrels. The 2.Booke.

malicchath been difcouered. Touchingall fuch mats
tets whereon anye controuerfie or diflencion maye
growe,men ought [pecially to beware,not to be felf-
willed butarerather to take counfail and aduife both
oftheirfreends and cxperienced men, and if there
be caufetoiudge this comrfe neceffarie in anye mat-
eerjitought cheefelye to bee in fuch cafcs, wherein a
manslife and honouris touched, forwefce that euen
the wileft forte toftudy and endeuour byall meancs
poffibletofurnifh themfelues withmen experienced
andfeencin chiualtye and armes,that they mayc bee
counfailed andaduifed by them,and may infuch fort
with them to the ficld,as may beft ftand with reafon,
whichoffice may onely be executed by learned men
mnd gentemen,wherofthe firft are tearmed counfai-

Jors,andthe fecond Padrini: butifhappily one man padsiai,are
befeen inboth,hee maye very well fuffice to execute thofe thatare

N - . . chofenbythe
both offices,but becaife the charge confifteth princi- ombatorson

pally on the Padrini, we willfpeak fomwhat of them, cithar fide.

agentleman to ftand vpon reafons.

Moreouer,if happilie in cartels there be any men.
tion made, thatnotwithftanding he could proue his
intentby ciuile teltimony, yet he intendethto doeit

by weapons,this I fay is a very great abufe,and Gen-

tlemen ought to take oath of infamy,that s, that they
doenot require the ficlde maliciouflye, or with a
mindeto infameanother,but onely for proofe of the
truth, andthis oath hathbeene ordeined and putin
practile of menlong agoe. And wemutft alfo adde,
that thofe gentlemen ought fullye tobee fatisfied b

oath,from théthatdemaund the ficlde,if thae whicz
they pronounce,be theirtrue quarrell,becaule many
times fomemen will not ftick to determinc to them-
felues onc pretence of their fight, & yetmake known
to the world another,whichabufes gentlemen ought
diligently totahe heed of,becaufe many times fuch

malice

Firltthen my opinion is,that they were fo called,
citherbecaufe fuchgentlemenashad remitted them-
felues vnto them, ought to account of them as their
fathers,or els that this mutation of lettersis deriued
from the latine,which termeth thofe patrones,which

them not Padrini,but Pattini: whichif we wil allow,
tmuftbe,for thatthey do make the matth of the ¢6-
bate:buthowfocuer they be called,orwhencefocuer
theirdenomination be deriued,theyare very necef
fary,and their very officeis to defend,as aduocates do
their clicnts: and as this is their duety,fo methinketh
they deferue nolefle priuiledge then aduocaces zo:&

Patrones,
t Padrini,
take vpon them the defence of another:fome alfo ca] Paviok
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And therefore as in ciuile controucrfies aduocates
are not to fatisfic or paye anye parteof that wherein
their clyents are bound or condemued, foin rcalon
the other oght notto be charged to the ficld in thofe
quarrels,wherein theyare butasit were proctors,for

* the iniuries, the lyes, the cartels,and challenges, thae

Theduticof
geatlemen.

arc alreadic paft betwixt the principalles,and the Pa-
drini fpeake butas procurators, whichisas muchasif
the principalles themfelues fpake : and if happilie the
principals fhould haue any words together after the
quarrellconcluded,yetnew charge or lics fhould be
of noforcé, whichifitbe betwixtthe principals gra-
ted,much more ought to be to them that {peake for
them,which s it is reafonable, fo isit to be obferued
for the better confernation of therightvfe of chiual-
ty ,andto the end euery manmay freely executc his
funcion,whichthing I note, becaufe it happeneth

fometimes, that fuch men take vponthemto be Pa-

drini,who doe 1t more to take holde of anewe quar-

rell,then for the defence of their gentilitie. And this

jsa wonderfull abufe,as it hath been fhewed before,

asalfo for that the-naturc of Duello is rather to re-

ftraineaman,thanto ginehimlibertie, beeing verie

vnmeete: then vpon one combate fhould ftill enfue

another. In which refpeét gentlemen oughe ftrictlye
toobferye thiszule before:and as oft asithappencth
togroweanyequasrell betwixt Padrini, gentlemen

ought to condemne itas vnlawfull, and fecke by all

meanes poffible t6 preuent fuch difhoneft actions,

That
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That men fhould not fight with-
out weapons of de-
fence.

5% He opinion of our ancients is,that whé-
25t foeuer any manis licenfed to the Com-
B bate, in al'other cafes,except for infide-

ek litie, hee isto fight with a flaffe and 2
o

suBuckler,wherby I conclude, that duel-
b was not inftituted for the honor of chiualrie,as our
bie combators haue wrefted it, but onely for the fif-
tingoutofthe truth, which was not doone with the
weapons of 2 Gentleman,but with a ftaffe:and ther-
fore to goe about to reduce our cuftomes now 2
daies.to thofe of former ages, were more ridiculous
then polfibleto be done: but T will onely trear of the
weapons belonging ta Gentlemen, which I thinke
mecteft for Combats.

Firfiethereforeitis to'bee vaderftoode, that the
wifedome and difcretion of aman, is as great avers
teas his magnanimitie and courage, which are o
much thegreater vertues;by how muich they-areac-
wmpanied with wifedome: for without thema man
Bnotto be accounted valiant, butratherfurious: nef-
ther is hee valiantehiat rathly and without aduifeha-
wndeth himfelfe in great matters, or endaungereth
bim{elfc moft: buthee thataduifedly behaueth him-
klfein ationsbelonging to a gentleman, and where
a
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a publique benefite or his owne honot requireth it,
doth notretire himfelfe from danger: for(as a Pailo.
fopher well faith) neitheris hee valiant thatis afraide
of euery bugge,noryct he that doth nottemper his
feares.

Againe,asthe courage of the minde imboldeneth
aman to aflault hisenemy,fo wifedom teacheth him
likewife how to defend himfelfe : fo asI will neuer
holde him couragious,that willbeledto fight with-
out fufficient weapons of defence. And albeit the
comgonforte thinke the fingle Rapierin the fhirte,
or the poniard orfuich like weapons,wherein thereis
a manifeft iudgement of death to one;moft honora-
ble, neuertheles I am notof that apinion, nor will I
account them thatenter the combate in fuch forte
more honorable, then wilde beaftes that wilfullye
run vpon their own death,

And touching fuchas think.itanhonorable thing
notonely not to efteme their life, but voluntarilye
to runne on their death, I will account their life
at a yery loweand bafe price, feingthey themfelues
fet no greater reckoning onit,

It is helde 2. moftfhamnefull matter, if when the
cuftodic of a Caftell thall be:commiitted to athan,
hee fhall without licence forfake jt : and {hall wee
that haveour liues lente vsinkecping fromour cre-
ator, hauenorefpe@ of fo goodly areceptacle of our
foules, but wilfully deftroyeit, making our felugsas
it were,rebels vnto God; and fo bring both bodye
and foule to perdition?

Morcouen,if 2 Gentlemangoeto the warxes,wéc

fee

honorable Quarrels. The 2. Booke.

feehim fo eficemed of ashee is in thewe of his ar-
mour: andthercfore I fee nocaufe atall that a man
fhould in publiquematters fecke to bewell armed,
and in priuate quarrelles come naked : and me thin-
keth a man fhould at all times and in all places
fhewe him felfe valiant and defire the viGtorye:
whichif itbegranted,they fhouldlikewife in al mat-
ters of moment prepare themfelues armed.

~ Andif Gentlemenwill haue thisrefpeét of curte-
fie towarde their encmie, as to giue him weapons
wherewith he may end the controuerfie : I chinke it
reafon they thould befuchas may arm him,and not
burden him.

The dutie of euerye Gentleman, is to temper his
courage withwifedome, thatit may be knowne,that
neitherhe fetseth fo highlye by hislife, that for fafe-

arde of it,he will commitany vile fat, noryet thae
chb flightlyeregardethit,as thatwithoutjuft caufe
he will depriuc himfelfethereof: albeit I doe notac-
count ita dithonourablead, tocome armedlike a
man atarmes, if the weapons befuchasbelongtoa
Gentleman,and hurtnota man priuilie.

Again,I would thatarmes fhould incGtinendy be
vled,and thata manfhould not then enter the com-
bate,when the timeis for him to leaue:and aboueal,
thatthe weapans of defence, were hoth weapansof
armes and warre : and iffo be a man would fight
withweaponsonly of defence,the gentlemenfhould
in no cafe admit jt, but that they hould fight like
gentlemen.as it hathbeen many times.done.

Touching the choiccof yourweapons,and of the

Bba inequa-
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inequalitic of them,and the imperfections of the bo.
die,the Defendant hath greataduantage,anditisnot
without iuft caufe,for feeing hee isbothaccufed and
conftrained to fight, itis greatreafon thathee fhould
haue all thehoneft fauourthatmightbe, anditis no
little honorto him that in cafe he onely benotouer-
come,hee isaccounted the vanquither: where con-
trarily,the Challengeris to ouercome,vnlesheewill
altogither loofe-the quartell, whereofthereis grea
reafon,becaufe tothe oneitappertaineth to prooue,
and to the other it is fufficient onely to defend.

Likewife, itis asgreat a fauour thathee hath to
choofe theweapons,which is alfo very meete, for if
aman choofe to call metofight, the election of the
weapons is mine.

In this choic it is certain,that thereis notthe liber-
ty giuen,as is thought:for this partealfo, as all other
partes of duello is grounded vpon reafon, and if wee
willbe nyce to fee how amanis authorifed to make
thechoyce,wife menare of opinion; that gentlemen
thould receiue their fentence of weapons from di-
uineiudgement,ifin cafe the iuftification cannot by
other meanes be made: and if they will haue the be-
nefite of that,itis neceffary that they abandonall vi-
olenceand deceite,which(as Cicers faith)arethe pro-
perties ofthe Lyon and the Foxe,and farre from the
natureof man.

Now if thefe things fhould in the whole courfeof

our lifebe heldeand perfourmed,much morefhould
theybe defited in the fifting ontofa truth,and in the
direction of iudgement. And
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And touchingviolence, me thinkes the law hath
well prouided, by giving the aduantage of the wea-
pons to the Defendant, which if it were not fo, eue-
rienanghry man would emboldenhimfelfe to make
wrong aceufations ; and vrge euerie man of lefle
firength o fight , perfivading himfelfe to beableto
beate him downe tothe ground, But.fecing the law
hath fo-vell prouided againft this, fecing that daceit
fasthe fameCiceralikewile affirmeth ) is worthie of
mu¢h hatred,itis acommendable thing thatitis fo.
Forinthe choife of weapons, it belongeth tavsto
makeforme lawefor the Defendant,which thouldbe
fuch,as he fhould not vfe anie deceit in, norgraunt
fuch weponsas fit not with.the difpo(ition of g mans
bodie. Foralbeit aman-maie faiethatwee.are naty-
ly aptin all exercifes 1o vfe both handes, yet itis. ma-
nifeft, thatvfe dooth-oucrcome pature., to make ys
rightor left handed. AndiherforeifI fhallbe know-
ento beright handed, I cannotforce my aduerfarie
tofightwitha weapon forthg lefic hande,feeing the
difpofitian of my bodie isnotfuch,Andif L haue no
defectin my arme, or my thighe, orlegge, I cannot
cometofight with vambraces ox fuch lyke harneis,
forthofe partes,which hinder the bending of the el-
bow,or of the knee,for thisisan apparentdeceit and
oughtto bee refufed in the Combat,and the Padrini
ought not to admit fuch weapons.

Ifin cafe Ibe lame orhurt inoné of mine armes,
ormy hands,or wantan cie,I may verie wel appoint
my enemie fuch weaponsas maiein lyke forte bind
his legge, his arme,or his hand, or thatmay hide one

Bb 3 of
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of hiscies,but yetifh¢bee lame ofone arme, Imaye
fureappoint him fuch armour asmay hinder the o-
ther thatis found. _ ]

Andto conclude;if itbelawfull for me toappoine
fucly weaporror armour to mine enemic asmay hin-
derhim inthe fime fortthat [ am hindred, yet I muft
nothinder himvnlefle my felfebe alfo hitidered : as
thus,If I beblinde of my-ighitci¢, and he of his left,
I mult not therefore alfohinderhisright ele, for this
is not to make equalitic of myr wants, butto takehis
whole fightfrom him,

Likewife aright handed or l¢fthanded mansora
manweakned or maimed fo ofhis handashe cannot
well clofe ityor thatwantethaa finger, whereby hee is
notable toholde-his weaponin hishand, in my opi.
nion,isnot to be conftrained to fight with hisimpet-
fe® hand,bytmay lawfilly and iuftly denicthe chal.

Jenge , which is alfo to beevndetftoodeof all other
membersand lims, fbas it is tequifitgthatall chings
beguidedivith reafon and iudgemenit forbothpar-
ties, that it doonot apprate thatthat which is done,
s done forreucnge orto infame dnother,but onely
for theinftificng of thetrutli

Of
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Of the time for Duello.

1 He time appointed for Du-
53 1522 ello hath alwaies bene twixt
therifing and fetting of the
| Sunne,& wholocuer in that
7 ) time doth not prooue hisjn-
tent, can neueratter beead-
mitted the Combat vppon
: 7Y thatquarrell. Andin cafetke
day befpent without any combat,it cannot be remit
edtothc daie followingwithout the confentof the.
Defendant,whobeing challenged for thar daye,and
appcat’i‘l:f there,hath performed all partes ofhis ho-
notr and dutie{vnlefle thorough anie default of his
thecombatas not attercpted) andis farre from all
matterstouching thatquarrell.But it is not fufficient
for the Defendantonely to confent, except like wife
the Lord that granteth the field do conddgend ther-
vto:for hauing onceadmitted the fieldin a prefix-
ed daie,thatbeing paft, hejs difcharged. Againe,fuch
may the cafe be,as the firft daiebeing gone,thecom-
batmay bee lawfull on the fecond daye,but without
newe conditions, in ordinarie courl¢ weeare to ob-
feruethat which we fayd before,

Of
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Ofaccidents thathappeninthe

Combat.

e Tvs socsso0ns s Olhaue alrediebegun
e ‘for to treate of Duel-
o, fo Idoo meane to
‘profecuteit,according
lto ourvie now adaies,
Firft then afterthatthe
71 | Combatters are ente-
|red thelifts, it they haue
no further agrecment
=53 betwixt them,which of
them fo cuer {hall happen to touche therailes or
bounds,or fhallhaue ante part of him out of thelifts,
isnot tobe accounted néither prifoner, or onght he
to haue that member cutoff,but the fight is to conti-
nuc to thedeathor flight;or til it be forbidden. Butif
any of them go outofthelifls,he is become prifoner:
it his horfe be wounded or flaine,ot ifanie part of his
armour breake, he is notto be fupplied. Andit helet
fall s weapon outof his hand,itis lawfull for the o-
ther towound him vnarmed,I faie lawfull in this re-
fpectthatitis accounted an honour to the otherto
bid him take vp his weapon, and to ftaie from hurt-
ing him til he haue recouered it again: albeitthatin
cafe the viGtorie fhould afterwarde happen to the o-
ther, whereas hee might firft (ately haue ouerco!lr‘lfa
ec
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he fhouldebee accounted a foole, and verie well fer-

ed.
y Thefc things account ordinarily tobe obferued
valeflcit were otherwife agreed vpon, which condi-
tions areto becheldeinuiolable vnder the paineap-
ointed:andalbeit no punifhment were alotted,who
o euer fhouiddoo contrarie to the agreement,were
tobehelde a traitor: which agreement lykewife is to
bee with confent of both parties, wherein one man
cannorbinde another to accept anie condition that
is withoutthelimit of the lawe. Ithinke it neceffarie
to fetdownethatthe Chalenger istogiue the firft aft
fault,for whereasheis to proue,and the other but to
defend,itis plain, thatif he begin not,the other s not
bound o ftirre afoot,yca,and whatfoeuer he fhould
attemptbefore hee fhould perceiue the Challenger
comming toaffault,were meere fuperfiuous, Again,
atthe enterance of the Combatters within theliftes,
letitbee proclaymed, that no man vnder paine of
death fpeakeaword,nor make anie figne, which ifit
happento bee done,ought feuerely without fauour
to bee executed,as one thatintermedleth in amatter
of life and honorof othermen.
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If Gentemen beeing in the Lifts
may repent them of the

Combat.

‘Notherqueftionis held, whether Gen-
Xy temen rought into the ficld may re-

% pent themof the combat,which I per-
2| fuademy felfe wil neuer bappen twixt
¥ honorable petfons ; for howe cannea
Challenger repent him of the ending his ?iuarrcll
without perpetuall (hameanddithonour, and neuer
to be allowedto require battel of anic other, becaufe
he proued not thatto be true for which heonce va-
dertooke weapons. I woulde withe euerie one that
thought hisquarrellvniuft, not to take it vppon him,
and rather than fight againft a truth, make full fatif~
faction o theiniuried, which fhould beedooneina
zealeandloucof vertue : for the ftanding obftinate
inhis purpofe vntil the rime thathe come o haue his
weapons in his hand,and thenrecant,mee thinketh, it
argucthamoft vile andwicked mind, AndIdonot
fce how this repentance can come from the Defen-
dant,except hebee contentto giue oucr the quarrell
andacknowledge himfelfe fuch as hee was accufed
for. Which(as I fayde of the Challenger)hee mighe
doo with lefle fhame before hee tooke weapons than
after. Andwhenfoeuer without farther fatisfation

they
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théy fhould come to agreement, doubtles the Chal-
Jenger thould receiue the fhame : foas 1 feenothow
fuchacale fhould happen:but ititfhonld be,my opi-
pion is, that ifthe quarrell were of a matter belong-
ingtothe Prince,arinanother mansintereft,the ho-
nour ought to conftraine themto fight, orto make
manifeft the truth of the fact : but if it were touching
theirparticular ¢anfes, itmight bee licenfed without
Combat,butnotwithout thame.

). 3"‘%

VV: Ge
Liites 4chaun§e thcyr

Quarrell,

=N Cannot paffe ouer anorher daube,
3 [lwhich is this: Twa tenfighting to-
2 [|3ether,the one faith,Detend thy lelf
\ firraitor, And the otheraunfivereth, |
/3rant thee the firft quarrell,and I do
=2 Zlaow fight with thee vppon the fe-
condiinavhich cafe I thinkit cleere,thut be to whom
the quarrellis refufed,is the viGtor, & yerit the other
ouercome in the fecond heislyketvifetobeaccouns-
ted vitor, But notwithftanding,my opinion s, that.
Cc:2 neither



Vincent. Of Honor and

neither of them can with honour depart the lifts, bue
that they are both blame-worthie as dithonourable
Gentlemen,taking vpon them to fightin vniuftqua.
rels, which muft needes bee prefumed by both their
loffes,forthe viGorieof one cannot take awaie the
lofle of the other: wherefore in thislyke cafe, heethat
would take holde of a new quarrell,thould not faye,
Iremit theethe firft,but ongy thoulyeft in faying I
am a traitour,and vpon thisheereafter I will defende
my felfe,and thenif he chaunce to ouercomein this,
itcannot bee faide that he hath loft the other, but the
prefumption fhoulde bee fanourableon his fide, for
ifhisaduerfarie hauehad the worftin one,itistobee
prefumedthelike in the other:butheto whom it be-
longeth better to fight on the firft quarrell,thuld not
condifcend to the fecond,but anfivere, that hee wyll
makean end of the firft, and afterwards {peakeof the
reft And wherethe other hath remitted him the firft,
heis to take aduantagetherof, and to demand of the
Lord of the field the patent of his victoric,and notto
fight anie more,nor fhould the Lorde himfelfe fuffer
him to figlit againe. And this is 2s muchas I thought
good to fpeake of that which appertaineth to the
Gentlemen. ‘
Now will I come to the office of the Lordes of
thefielde, whoif afterthe Lettersof the field aredif-
patched,the gentlemen wil citherin the field or with
out it change their quarrell, may at their pleafure re~
uoke thofe letters,& forbid them thebattell,becaufe
they are notbound togrant the field but vppon that
fpeciall quarrell which was referred vnto them 3 and
where-
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whereupon they grauntedtheir letters,whereby.alfo
for this caufeitfhould notbe, vnles the quartrel were
cxprefledin the patents.

Againel fay,thatifthe Gen'lemen change their
quarrellin the liftes,without affent of the Lords,and
that one be flaine,the Lords ought to punifh this fa&
inthe flaier,as man-flaughter, hauing kilde a man in
his iurifdi@ion,withoutthe priviledge of afree field,
for the fielde is not tobe accompted free and priui-
ledged,but oncly for that fpeciall quarrel wherupon
it was graunted: exceptfome men may faye, that the
Lord perceiuing them to vndertakeanewe quarrell,
and notforbidding them,feemeth by his filence to
confent: which I will neither affirme,nor deny,

Whoisnotto be admitted to the
proofe of Armes.

S, | Orafmuch as Duelloisa proofe by
9| armes,whichappertaine to gentle-
> || menjand that gentryis anhonoura-
ble degree,itis not meetto admitte
proofe by armes toany but to ho-
=22 norable perfons,and therfore as be-
fore ciuileiudges it is not permitted, that infamous
perfons can accufe anye other , fo in the iudge-
ment of gentrie, an honourable perfon cannot bee
accufed but by an honourable perfon: for how
fhal hebeableto accufe anotherof any defe of ho-

Cc; nour,
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nour,thatin the like is faultye himfelfe: and whereas
the vfe of weapons hath been ordeined to an hono.
rable end, for to punifh the wicked, how can they be
receiued to this office, that are worthy themfelues of
punithment?

Thereforeitistobe concluded,that they are not
tobe admitted proote by armes, who hane commie.
tedany treafon againft their Prince or Countrie, or
fhall haue had conference with enemies,which may
be preiudiciall to any of them, nor they who hauing
beer taken of the enemie, hauing meanesto returne
doenotteturne,orbeing fent as fpyes, doe remayne
withthe enemy,or haue become fpies onboth fides,
or fugh as hauing taken oath,or haue not ferued out
theirfull pay, do runpeto theenemie,or not hauin
taken oath,doe go to theenemie,at fuchtime as bot
parties are in armes, for this fadk is of the natureof
treafon,becaufe that thou makiag femblance to bee
in my favour,and T trufting thee, when time isthat
1 ftandmoftin needeot thee, thou becommeft a re-
bellagainftme,

Morcouer, fuch are tobe denyed the fielde, as
in battaile haue abandoned their leaders orenfignes,
or either by night or day fhall haueforf ken the gard
ofthe enemys or Prince, that was committed va-
to him,

To thefe we may alfo adde frecbooters,and all
fuch asfor any military diforder arc banithed,

Likewife,all theeues, robbers,ruffians, tauemne
hunters,cxcommunicate perfons, hereticks, viurers,
andallather perfons,not living as a Gentleman or a

Souldicr,
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Souldier: and in conclufionall fuch asare defamed
for anye defelte, and are not allowed for witncf-
{es in Ciuile lawe,are comprehended in this num-

f.

And of thefe 1 faye that not onclyethey are to
bee refufed vpon challenging another man, but
all honourable perfons or Gentlemen thonld aban-
don their companye, and whofocuer fhould fight
with them, (hould iniurie him(elfe, making himfclfe
equall with difhonourable perfons.

But itis very meete that hee that will refufe ano-
ther vpon his infamye,fhould be {ure that the other
is faultie thereof,or that itis fo apparant, ashee can-
notdenyit: forotherwife hefhould turne thequar-
rell vpon hisowne backe,and then (halbe forced to
proueit.

Andas itis notlawfull for fuch mannerofmena-
boue recited,to challenge another,fo if they beonce
challenged,aduantage cannot be taken againft them
ofinfamie : nor is it meete to accepta mans excufe,
thatfhould fay,he knewit not before,for whofocuer
will challenge another,ought aduifedly to confider,
that he bindeth himf{elfeto fuch matter as hee muft
not repent himfelfe of.

But I donotincludein this, thatif after the chal-
lenge;hefhould commit any infamous a&, whether
he were Challengeror Defendant he thould not yet
be refuféd. Moreouer, if an lionourable perfon,
fhould challenge adefamed perfon,or contrarywife
he heing challenged by abafe perfon, fhouldaceept
of the challenge; whichis not oncly anactof priuate

interefty
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intereft, but a preiudice to the degrecof Ecnt‘ryc: in
this cafeitis the office of the I.ord of the field, not to
fuffer this combate to proceede;nor tograunt them
letecrs of combat.

Touching thofe that doe not an-
fwere,or doenot appeare

in the field.

[e———

| Hena man is challen.
| gedtothefielde, heis
toanfwere by wepons
and not by words, vn-

| les the challengerbee
il BN 47 fuch aswith reafon he
VRSB ool is to be refufed,proui-
2% ‘« : ~dedalwaiesthataman
AN cannot by cinile lawe
fBo0goecnaboos o gl defend himfelf, & that
the quarel deferue combate.Butwhere theferefpecs
want,whofoeuer being challenged doth hot anlgvcr,
or without caufe,dooth not accept the lettetsof the
fielde,oracceptingthem,not hauing a fufficient ex-
cufe,doth not appeare, is tobe reputed dithonoura-
blein eucrye man of wootths judgement: and the
challengerat a conuenient time isto appeare in the
ficlde,to vletheaccuftomed folemnities.For the day

before the combat;the Padrino isto comebefore ths
Lor

&

©00D0800000O2000 O LN

X Y
" 000006 N"N VY3 00Q00Q0

honorable Quarrels. The 2. Booke.

Lord of the fielde, and tellhim that his champion
is come to prouc his quarrell, and for that caufe hee
as his procurator doth appeare,to feeif the contrarie
arty be come,andif he intend to capitulate or bring
to pafle,that they may be in the greater readines, a-
gainft the next day, protcfting that his Champion is
inreadines, and is tobefeechethe Lord of the ficlde,
to caufe enquirye to bee made, if either hee or fome
bodye for him be prefent,and thatif there be no no-
tice of his comming, he will make open proclamati-
on, that wholoeucr is there forthe contrarye parte
fhould appeare: for if hee doe not appeate, it fhall
proceede againft him,as onecontumacious,and that
hath fayled of his dutye,which the Lord of the field
isnottodenye the other:and on the day appointed,
heeistoappeare in thelifls at a conucnient hower,
whérehis Padrino offering him to the Lord , and
fhewing that his Champion is cometofight,is to
make anewe mftance,fora new proclamation tou-
ching the quarrell, which heeislikewife to doeat
noone and at the euening, and withall fhall make
fhewe of hisarmour and ofhis horfe, whetewi:h he
came furnithed to fight: whereby hee fhall haue
caufe to accule hisaduesfarye of contumacye,and
to demaund thathis Champion bee admitted to run
thefielde, andto bee pronounced victor , and that
the otlier bee condemned of contumacy,of failing,

andvanquifhed inthe quarrell. |
~ And thachee pronounced vanquifher, maye vie
fuch tearmesagaintt him,asby the orderof gentrye
is permitred : all which thingesthe Lord oughtto
Dd graunt
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graunt him: and the Gentleman thallgo about the |

fi~ld~ hree times, with an honourable pompe of
his Hotfe and armour,and found of Trumpet,and
fhall carrye with him the letters:whichbeing done,
hee maye likewife carrye the portraiture of his ad-
uerfarye.

And whatfoeuer hath beene faideofthe Challen-
ger,may the Defendant in like cafe doe.

(b FGatV [ ‘; @ g
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Whatisto be doone vpon the al-
leadging of any impediment,
for not appearing in

the fielde.

%A&W E are now to confider what courfe isto
2 mé&: be taken, ifany gentlemando notappear
ey in the ficlde atthe appointed time, nor
R doe not prooue a lawfull impediment

that hindered him : in which cafe Laffirme,that ﬁrif}
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if the impediment happen, at fuch time as notice
might bee giuen thereot,betore the contrarye party
fhould appcare himfclfe to the fielde, 1tis cthen tobe
admitted, vpon defraying the others charge and
paines,and vpon theiuftification to him of hislaw-
full excule,otfering himfelfealfo at conuenicent time
to procure a new field,and to fatisfic any loffe which
the contrarye party fhould {uffer by meanes of pro-
longing oftime.

Butitthislet fhould fall out {o fuddenly, as in no
{orte there could any knowledgebe giuen of it be-
forethe very day appointed,yet is theexcufe to bee
gpproued,fo as the impediment be lawfull,and then
isheclikewife to defraie the charges of him that ap-
peared: foritI makeagreement with thee,to meete
theeonfuch a daye atfuch a place, and for fuch a
caufe,and I be there prefent and thou bee hindered,
whereby Iam puttoanew charge,there is noreafon,
thatthy commoditie fhould returne a difcommadi-
tieand alofle to me, Butexcules of lawfull impedi-
ment,fhouldbe great infirmities,tempeftes,orwaters,
that maye ftoppe paffage,the warre of a mans coun-
trie,or Prince,or againft infidels,and fuch like acci-
dents,whichany indifferentiudge may thinklawful.
Imprifonment alfois alawful excufe,vnlesitbe fuch
asa man atall times may be freed of: for Gentlemen
thatare to gocinto the field,ought by all meanes to
ausyde euery occafion,that may hinder them from
their intent , for whofocuer in matters of honour
dooth not fecke all that hee can to falue his ho-
nour, or hath otherrefpeétat all than to his honour,

Dd2 maketh
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maketh a greatbreach of hishonour: and therefore
whofocuer fhould procure himfelfe to bee com.
maunded to ftaye by his Prince, is to bec adiudged
asone that procureth his owne imprifonement.

Againe, [ doenotallow itasa lawfull meanes to
prolong time, ifafter aquarrelibe once concluded,
amanfhould take vpon him any newe charge of of-
fice,for I would thinke this foughtafter to that end,
andis not to be approued good, becaufe that being
bound in honor,hee s fitft to fatisfie that, before hee
gocaboutnew matters. .

Andyet1 graunt. thatif in this meanetime(be it
by fucceflion orgood fortune) any lordfhip orgreat
title fhould befalla man,by meanes whereof, his ad-
uerfarie that beforewas his equall, is now become
farre hisinferiour : in fuch cafe thisaccidentisto be
taken foraneweand iuft impediment, notfo much
towinne time,as to fightin hisowne perfon:: for in
this cafe the quarrellbegunne, fhould bee perfour-
med by a fubftitute or Champion, as wee tearme
him.

In

bonorable Quarrels. The 2. Booke.

In how many cafes a man may
ouercome in the Lifts.

cceossseaoss o Hefuccefloof fighting
FroRamrag )| off inthe Liftes may hap-
oft pen diucilic, for fom-
ol timeitmay bethatthe

y|s|| Combat enduring to
the Sun fet, the Chal-
lenger may neither o-
uercome the Defen-
Z o}l dantynor yetbee ouer-
232 comebyhim,inwhich
cafe the Detendant s to bee adiudged the vanquifh-
er,and tobe abfolued of the blame obie@ed him by
his aduerfarie, and the Challenger thall bee accoun-
ted the vanquithed, and anill Combatter,and maye
be refufed if atterward hee challenge anie manvpon
anie other quarrell,but yet hee fhall not beethe De.
fendants prifoner, valefle hee fhall ouercome him.
And inthis one cafe onely the Defendant fighting
and not ouercome,doth ouercome the other. Other
cafesare common both to the Challenger & Defen-
dant,whercofoneis in killing his aduerfarie,another
is,when ainan yeeldeth, bee it in whatfocuer kinde
of wotdes. A third is,when a man dooth cxpreflelye
difclime from the quarrell, confefsing himfelfe ey-
ther trulicacculed, or to haue falfelye accufed: and
d3 faft
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Laft of all is the running out of the Liftes. Of which
fortes of loofing the fielde, eueryconeis by fomuch
the more fhamefull, by howe much the more I
haue placed and fethim downe in his lowelt place
or roome: and to bee flaine inthe ficlde, asitislefle
fhamefull, foit is farre moredaungerousand hurt-
full,

It may alfo happen, that a man by ftrength
maye oucrcome his aduerfarie or his encmie,and
binde him, orin fuch forte holde him in hisowne
power ,as cuerye one that fecth maye iudge, that
if he will he may kill bim,and thereby end the fielde:
for holding him in fuch forte, and requiring him to

ecld,and the other not agreeing,itis certain he may
tawfully kill him:but if hee thoulde notkill him, and
thereby the daié bee fpentyit may beedoubted what
iudgementfhould inthis cale bee giuen. Butif the
Defendant bee the betier, there is no queftion to
bee made, butheeista bee pronounced vanquither,
although there coulde not bee fo full aiudgement
giuen of his ouercomming,as we haue fpoken of be-
forc. And it the Challenger fhoulde bee hee that
thoulde chaunce to hauethe Defendant in his pow-
«r, the mattér coulde not foeafily bee detérmined
of . Butin this cafe theyr Articlesare chiefely to bee
confidered, which mayebee drawen in fuch man-
ner, as withoutanicadoo ata'l the matter maye bee
refolucd. For ifinthem it bee expreffed and fette
downe,thatthe Challenger is nottobee heldevan-

ither vntefle hee either kill, or make the Defen-
gam denie his accufation, in this cafe hee carinot
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bee accounted vanquifher : butit itbee concluded,
that the Detendant bee notaccounted vanquithed
except heebeeflaine or denic his wordes,I woulde
not then condemne him as vanquifthed: and yet I
woulde faie that the Challenger had well difchar-
ged his parte, beeing in his power to haue killed his
enemic, And if the Defendant woulde renue this

uarrell on anie othér daie, I doonot thinke it in
anie wife lawtull chat it thoulde bee graunted him.
Andifin cafe there fhoulde not bee anie wordes in
their Articles touching this pointe, the one holding
the other in his powecr, (as I haue {ayde before )
mee thinketh hee is lefle to bee adiudged and ta-
ken to bee his prifoner than it hee had yeelded
himfelfe vnto him, and fo voluntarilie to haue be-
come his prifoner, but that hee fhoulde hee fen-
tenced to- bee vanquifhed and oucrcome, and the
vanquither were denoutlyand reuerently to bee e-
fiecemed and honoured, as onethat onely fatisfieng
and contenting himfelfe wyth the victorie , dyd
not feeke or defire cruelly toimbrue his handes in
his enimies bloud.

Touch-
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7. IfIthould makeagood Icfte handed. fcholler, I
would plact him with hisleftefoote: forward;: and his
lefte hegle, againft the middle.of:hiszight foote, me-
kinghim ta:holds hisRapier fhorte,and his-Dagger
out long,

L. In whatwarde would you put your{elfes

7.1 would put my felfe inthe firfté:warde of Rapier
and Dagger,carrying my bodicin good wardrowards
my left %de,and I would giue hima&occata vnder his
Rapler, bearing my rightfoote towards his lefte fide,
wurning well my bodie circularlic vpon my rightfide,
and he in thefame time turning the pointof his dagger
downe, fhall beate by my ftoccata from his leftefide,
andywithall pafsing with his lefte foote towardes my
lefte fide, hee fhallgiueme an imbroccata vader m
Dagger: 1in themeane whilewill auoide 2 lirtle wit
my body,ftrikingby his imbroccata from my leffide,
and carrying my rightfoote againc towardeshis kfte
fide; I will giuehim animbroccata vnderthe Rapicr:
then he fhall turne his Dagger pointe vpwarde, and
ftrike by my imbroccata from hislefte ﬁd},)e.'going with
his lefte foote circularly towards my left fidejand thall
giue me a ftoccatain theface ouer my Dagger, and|
will beateby his ftoccata ourwards from my defte fide,
going againe with myrightfoote circularlye towards
his lefte fide, andgiuchimanother ftoccata vnder the
Dagger, and hee fhallbeate itby as before,going alide
with his lefie foote towards my lefte fide,and thall giue
me an imbroccata vnder the Dagger,as before,and
auoidingalittle with my bodie;will brate his imbroc-
cataoutwardson my right fide, parting atthe inflant

with my rightfoote,and carrying after my Iefte: and
giue

The firft Booke.

giuchima riverfaarthchead, and if I fhould not bowe
backeward with my bodic when I.did beate by hisim-
broccata towardes my right fide, I my felfe thould. re-
ceiueitinmine owne bellie, orthe face : and whileft I
goe with my rightfoote,and giue him ariuerfa,hefhal
goewith hisrightfoote where my right foote was, and
giueme aftoccatain the bellie,whereas he fhalreceiue
theriverfavpon his Rapier and Dagger.

L. Thefethinges would {feeme very ftrangeto fuch
asvnderttandthem noty becaufe when you offer that
tiuet(a to the righthanded man,you teach him to pafle
withthe Jefte foote, and togiue you the imbroccata,
contrarilie you in the fame cafe make the lefte: handed
man,to pafle with his right foote, giuing you theftoc.
ara.

¥.Did Inottell youthat the lefte hand had no ad-
uantage of theright,nor the right of the lefte? onelye
vleand knowledgegiueth the better cither to the right
or thelefte: andoftentimes you fhalbe occafioned to
doe manye thinges,dealing with the left handed man,
whichyou muftdo cleane contrary to thavwhich you
would doe,dealing with therighthanded man : whers
fore feck tolearne and to pra@ife your felfe, that when
occafionfhallbe offered, you maye knowe how to be-
haueyour felfe, and contemne the opinions of thefe
spacemonsagne,which defpife arte, becaufe ignorance
was cuertheetiemy of knowledge.Is it poffible;ithathe
which neuer faw the warres,canbe better knowledged
thenhe which hath fpent hislife wholye ther¢in, and
bame honorablechatges? can hee which neuer. made
thotinanie peeceof artiljerie or hargebufe, or bow,be
more petfect orat leaft knc;:a‘v fomucheas they whic-t;_

)
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Touching accidents that h‘appen
to the victorie of the Lifts, -

s E Ethatisoucrconic in the Liftes,is
N ()| therevpon the others prifoner,and
el | /|| heeistohaue bothhisarmor, gar-
== 181l mentes, hotfe,and other furniture
4 whatlocuer, which hee brought
230 bl with him into the Liftes, as orna-
meats for hisfightingzand this is the right cafe in this
matter,for the fpoiles of the vanquifhed are the van-
uithersEnfignes.

Theperfon of the vanquifhed by an honourable
cuftome hath ben giuen by the vanquither eitherto
the.-Lordeof the ficld, orto fome other prince or no-
ble:man whome heferued or followed . Which cu-
fomealbeit] commend,and swith euesie onetofol-
low it,yctI muft confefle that the vanquilher maye
ifhee lift,vfe his owne difcretion,and hold his prifo-
ner,whichnoman canne denic him,becaufehee isto
ferue him,but not in bafe offices,norin anie other
butfuch ashclong to a gentleman:andthe prifoners
taken in the Lifts may bee conftrained to difcharge
the expences of the Combat, and they mayebe ran-
fomed for money, cuen as Gendemen taken inthe
warres.

16
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The diuerfitie of olde and néw cu-
ftomes concerning the

vanquifhed.

Muft not omit to tell you, that that
which T haue before fpoken of pri-
foners,hath rather benbroughtin
by cuftome of Gentlemen fince
they began to enter quarrels vpon

4 their honor, than by anic auncient

inflitution of Duello. For by the lawe of the Lom-

bards,he that was ouercome in fight, was not geuen
as prifoner, noryct pronounced infamous for cuer
performingany after-quarrel,butdiuerfly fentenced
for thatfault whereof hee was accufed. For, as it ap-
peareth plainelye inwriting, whofoeueraccufed for
manflaughter was ouercome,loft one of his handes:
and whofoeuer was condemned of adultery,was ad-
iudged to die. And touching the witnefles, who for
confummation of their wordes did combat,the van-
quithedlofthis hand,and his other companions dyd
redeem their liues by mony : fo feuetely did theyex-
ecute the iudgement of their Duello. And ourlear-
nedmen alleadge,that becaufe this proofe is vncer-
taine, albeita man fhoulde inthe Liftes bee founde
infault worthie to receiue punithment, yetheewere
nofto fuffer death , buta mittigation ought to bee v-
Ee ' fed,
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féd,giulin% him fo;ne ea[ciier puniﬂlmcn:;d V\;lhich as
theyalleadge truelye and verie commenda ois
rhaZCuﬁorféof thg’xrs to bce‘cﬁﬁd/émné&;xiihgi ca-
fe of Ducllo caufe galowfes to be (et vp neereto the
place,and doo immediatly hangvp the vanquifhed.
But what greater punithment can there be, than that
which ourlawesdo infli® vpon the vanquifhed, they
doo not chaften them in the purfe, norin cutting off
anie member, nor in theyrlyfe, but in that which to
eucrie wife man is more dearcthan all the reft,for
they depriue him of his honour, for loue whereof
there is no noble mind that will not fpend hisbloud,
Thole thatiffue vanquithed outof the Lifts, carriea-
waie {o much the more fhame, by howe much they
camethether defirous’of honour, and that not be-
caufe one man ouercame another , forofnecefsitie,
two fighting together,one muft be the viGtor, 8 (as I
hauve fayde before) the Challenger notloofing doth
loofc,fo as heeisnotdithonourable forbeeing ouer-
come,butbecanfehe is accounted 2badde man that
would take vpon him an vniuft quarrell,and that hee
would fight againft thetruth, which hee is chiefelye
bound to maintaine. And therefore weighing and
confidering the greate datinger thofe men incurre
that commit thefe things to the proofe of the fwaidy
Gentlemen ought to bee more flowe in fighting,éx-.
ceptgreatoccafion vrge them, and vnlefle they bee
certaine to fight vppon iuflice, fo asthey may haue
greathope to abtaine Gods fauour init,

Touch-
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Touching the vanquithed, and of
the reftoring of Honor.

'S Iayd before, fo I willhere
again fay,thatthe chalenger
thatdoethnot ouercome his
aduerfarie in the Lifts,docth
S {72 temaine the loofer, not ha-

? Fhonerelt S cp/| ting proued {0 much ashee

XY @\:& ought,and that hee ay ne-

PSS Y ner after challenge- anie:
which is confirmed with this reafon ; that whofoe-
uer prooueth nothis woordes true,is to bee thoughe
afalls accufer, and confequently is regarded ander
fieemedabadde man. And thelyke isalfo of euerie
otherman whether hee bee Challenger or Defeny
dant, that is ouercome by force,or made toyeelde,
or denic his wordes, or runne awaie, for heé¢ can ne-
uer after that time demaunde Combat nor bee al-
lowed it.

ButIknowe fome that ate-of opinion,thatif I
oucrcome one in the Liftes,and afterwardes releafe
him, ifa newe quarrell or. controucrfie befall him
wyth another, by my leaue hee tiaye challenge his
adoerfarie the Combate, wheretono. man of anye
teafon or vndetftanding ought to confent. For if L
ouercomming him fhall ha\z_‘e condemned him

€3 as
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asinfamous , how can 1 allowe him fit to fight with
amanas good as my felfe? And if hee challenge me,
Hhailsefufelim . L cannottakeawaie his faultthat
hath beene ouercome by mee, valelle that I confeffe
I ouercamehim wrongfylly ; and 5 condemne my

felfe of infamie: andif I cannot take awaie hisblotte:

from him, I cannot make him equal with an honora.
ble peifort: and thercfore this opinion is wholye to
‘bereproued of¢uctie Gentleman.

Andasthis reftoring of 2 man to his honour,is
by occafion given meeto fpeake of, it bringeth mee

in temembraunce of the reftoring which Princes.

'weré wont to makeé of tréafons and rebellions doone
againftthem, and fichlyke faults, Wherein,to fpeak

m['y‘ opinion, I thinkewell that albeit the Princé may
after my treafon committcd,gsraﬁnt mee favourand.

pardon of my lyfe and goods, and gl mee ho.
nour, and a'tg,ot)l,i’andc otgh'cr -fﬂlfOU’fo yet fhice ¢an-
nhotimake, thatthat which is doone thoulde bée vin-
doone, or that the ill fa&t paft bee not an'ill faét,or
that I committed not aniétreafon yor thatmy foule
is not defiled , ahd thatIam not anie notorious vi-
laine. And that Prince whatfouer that fhall veftore
mee, ought ncuer to truft mee, but fhoulde racher
ftill prefurne, that whereas I was once inueigled
and drawen to betraye my maifter, I will eafilye
be’petfwaded againe tathelike : and euery honou-
rable perfon thould conceiue ill of me; and auoyde
my company . And itoughtratherto be faide, that I
am reftored to my:goods, and the fauour of my
Prince{(if happiyefhe will take taeinto her fau:hur)

: an
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than to my former honour, becaufe that albeit my
Prince reftore meto all thofe degtees that themay,
yet fhe cannot reftore me to my hirfteinnocencie : as
forexample: if Ibe good, fhe cannot makeme-bad,
foritisnot in hier power toreforme my minde. Prin-
ces cannot take from goed men their goodnes, nor
fromthe wicked their wickednes : for theirpower
extendeth on their goods and perfon, but not on
their mindes: my Prince may make me poor or rich,
butnot good or bad,for God onely hath power o-
uer our affeétions. I conclude therefote, that if one
that is reftored from fome notable and manifeft villa-
ny,would challenge another to combat,and thatthis
aotherrefufe him, I would iudge himto haue beha-
ucd himfclfe honorably,and that inreafon hemighe
refufe him: for if (asThaue faidebefore)a Princes re-
ftoring to honor is not lawfull,I will leffe think that
agentlemanby licenfing one onercome byhim in
combate, can make him lawfullto fight withan ho-
norable perfon. ,

Butreturning to the reftoring which I fpake of
before vfed by Princes,my opinion s, that it oughe
to bee good inthe children of traitours , and inthe
reft of their difcent,as in thofe that ought not beare
the punithment of others offences, efpecially fecing
that thofe that are haptifed,are by Gods lawes freed
from the finnes of their fathers.

Ee 3 Whe-
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W hether one once ouercome and
afterward being vanquifher,
may challenge ano-
ther.

Z1Ome men doubting whether one
7 || once ouercomein the liftes,and af-
8% |t terward challenged to fight, doe o-
uercome,be to be faide thathé hath
3 3/ || recouered his honour, and if after
&l that hee may challenge any mian' tb
thefield: it hath been thought thatby the honourof
hisfecond combating,he hath taken away the blotte
ofthe firft,butyet for the better conclufion, weeare
to thinkthat the firft loffe cannot be recouered by a-
ny new combate.

And vpon this queftion I haue feenethe iudge-
ment of 4lfin3o & Auolos Marques of #affe, which
was this. Thedutie ofgentlemen isto preferre their
honor before their life,and'he whofoeuer goeth the
looferout of theliftes, fheweth that hee accounted
more of his life than honor,and thereforealbeit hee
fhouldafterward enter combate and ouercome, yet
it is not to be faide that hee hath recoucred his ho-
nor,becaufeit maybe prefumed, thathee came the-
therwith anintent totiye hisfortuneifhee couldo-
uercome, and yet with aminde in all accidente‘g,to

aue
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fauchislife,becaufe worfe could not befall inhonor
then had donebefore,which hee had onceloft.And
‘whereas fuch prefumption may be hadof him, and
thataman maye well thinke thathee came intothe
ficlde withintent to doany thing,rather thandye,he
isinno forte to be faide,to hauereuiued his honour,
that was before dead in the duft : burif afteryward he

would challenge any man,he ought to be refufed.

This was the opinion ofthatgentleman, and this
holdeIfora gemfemanlikc opinion, which euerye
wife man ought toallow andfollow: and thisexpo-
fitionis to be vnderftoode,not onelye of thofe who-
confefle themfelues the loofers,or runaway, but of
thofealfo who hauing had the charge of proouing,
haueloft,by not fatisfying the proofe:becaufe that
they being befpotted with blame of falfeaccufers;by
meanes of their loffe;cannotbe forced from fault of
falfe accufation,forthat they were afterward falfelye
accufed:nor can they take away from themfelues the
prefumption,to be accounted falfe accufers, if they
fhould accufeany man, feeing they haue beenconce
before condemnedin the fame:fo thatin what forte
foeuer aman goe out of the lifts loofer.hee is fubie&
tothe iudgement before giuen.

Againe, after that a man hath- beene once ouer-
come in thelifts,euery honourable perfon ought to
beware not to enter into proofe of weapons with
him,as alfo with all other infamous perfons: and the
like isalfo tobe obferued;albeitbeing challenged by
an other the fecond time, hee thould yet then oner-

come.
Afteer
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After the challenge , for fome cau-
fes the Combate may bee

refufed.

T csscescooncsgy I alter an agrcement
> g ol of Combate betwixe
g Mol two,oneof thé fhould
ol commit fome default,
4 1o | which' fhoulde bring
him into fuch infamy,
as who foeuer were
ftaind therwith, could
: A not challenge another
1*}o00eceacdooace et g thefield,in this cale
he thathad committed this fault, might bee refufed
by hisaduerfarie, as one that was growen worfe in
his condicion,and that had changed his nature from
that which he was,when their quarrell was firft be-
gunne betwixt them.

But here is to be vaderftoode,that thisaew occa-
fionfor which a man may be refufed theficld , thuld
be infamye,whicha manby his owne faulte was fal-
len into,as treafon, falfe oath,or other notable mat-
ter,and not any iniuric or charge done him by fome
other, whichmight require reuengeby w'calpqqs 3
forinfuch cafe, asthe firft which had a quarrell with
him,might refufehim , as become worle in hcilsi con-

t1on,

o
o
-
¢
.
{0
-]
®
L]

bonorable Quarrels. The 2. Booke.

dition, for the fecond thould not refufe to corge to
combate with him with whom he enteredinto quar-
rellalbeit hehad receiued charge from any other.
And there is no reafonthat 2 man thould remaine
charged of all handes, withour any meancs to dif-
chargehimfelfe. Therforcheis ta take vpon him the
{fecond quarrell,and perfourming that with honour,
hemayand ought to follow thefirft.

Butthisis tobenoted,that the refufal of aman for
becing become worfe in condition, appertaineth to
the Defendant,and not to the Challengei : for they
thatarecharged ought to fecke to difcharge them-
feluesyand no¢ fiifferthat another man doein anj
fotte take from them fuch occafion:and tobeable to
do this the bettér,let them follow this tule of reafor,
thatwhofoeueris firft intime, isalfo'to be preferred
inway of reafon. And becaufe that many times one
contrary isto be gouerned by another, I'willalfo af-
firme, thatif 4 quarrell depending betwixt rtwo,or
thechallenge being feene;and the leteers of the field
fucceeding; if the on of them fhuld come to fiich de-

teeofeftate & fignorie,that the otherwere nowno
ongerhis equal,thenmight herefufeto bebrought
withe profé by weapons inhis own perfon among(t
theother: biatyetlieeis vo perfourme thae by hils
Champion,for the inequality of condition, isno oc-
cafion'to break of thedefinition of the quartell,

Ff Of
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Of the inequalitic of noble men,
and cheefely of commaun-

ding Lords.

= Orafmuch as this {ubie¢t of 'challen-
Sl gingand defending,and of refufing
%55 | and not refufing the fielde, js very

72\ large,and hath peed of much. ¢on-
| fideration, I doe not feehow aman
21 may truly and fully deternine ofit,

Twill not call in queftion what:true nobilitie is, be-
«caufe I holde it vadoubtedly to be vertug;and that
he s truly noble-that is vertuous;he heborne githes
of great or,meane parentag; and that,whofoeudy
hat% notths nobilitic of yertue, of whatfoefer ftock
heeproceede, by how muchhee defcendethfroma
thore noble kinred, by fo much will F account him
themorebafe, notbeing able to maintaine apd keep
thehopor left vato him by his anceftours fof nobi
liti¢ isfeated in the mind,and by the mind itis thew«
en. But ( as I faide before ) 1 intende not todifpute
heteot,for havingalreadie before fhewen, that fuch
as aré defiled withinfamie, maye bee refufed from
proofe by weapons: it is alwaies to be vnderftoode,
thatnobility is not without vertue,and my difcourfe

1sto beinthis fubied, that I fpeake now of Duello,
what

without | peaking of the degrees of nobilitie, wherin.
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what the degrees of nobilitie arethat maye exercife
weapons,by which knights come tobe equallorvn-
equall: for-albeit that vnder the title of Knightes,
Kinges and Emperours, Gentlemen and Souldiers,
be comprehended, yetthereis fuchan euidentine-
qualitiebetwixt them,as euerymanknoweth that a
Gentleman cannot compare witha King,nor a foul«
diecwithan Emperour : andalbeit this matter hath
been diverflie-handled by manye, yet I purpofe’to
fpéake:now thereof after anew and particular man-
ner,according to the cuftome of degrees and wor.
fhip of ourprefent time. Ficft then I alleadge, that
therearemany waies, whereby we may confider the
digerfitic. of degrees: for concerning thie placesof
dignitie,T will furfte place thofe Princes that are not
fibiect to any. other, which I will call foueraigne
Princes: nextto them feodatory Kings, and them I
willcall moft excellent : thirdly; men right honou«
rable,and aftér them fuchas atetltled noble men,vn.
der which tide Iwill comprehendall the degrees of
worthip. Thefethen weare vadoubtedly to account
fuperiours to priuate Kgights,and therefore as they
arcfuperiours to them, foaretheytwixt themfelues
vnequallifor both noble men are to giue placetothe
right honotuifable, and the right honourabletothe
moft excellent,and the moft excellentto the free and
abfolute Princes. Befides that, betwixtthem of one
and the. fame title, there may:alfo be greatineqpali-
tye,foralmuch as there is a great difference, forone
right honiarable or noble;to depend on aifrée Prifice
oraPrincefeoddtorie.

Ffa And
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And thelike confideration is to bee hadof feoda-
tory nobility,foralmuchas one man may affume vn-
to himfelfe the abfolute powerofa Prince, and ano.-
ther man can haue no greater auchoritie, than as an
ordinary iudge.

Befides,ic1s notthe leaft regarde that weeareto
haue,to their other qualitiesand mightines of figno-
rie,as, if they haue vaffales noblemen, or no: if the
hold Citties,and multitudes of fubiects, and great
port,forall thefe thingesare to berefpected,whether
they be free Princes or feodatorye: whether they be
mofte excellent,or right honou rable,or noblemen::
whether they haue this honour of free Princes or ‘of
feodatory Princes:if they haue nobleand honorable
men feodatories,and if theypofleflenoble and great
ftate: andif wee findethem not in fome of thefe di-
ftinGtions tobe much different,weearetather in the
controuerfic of armes,to efteeme them equall, then
toadmitone ofthem,to refufe the other. And be-
caufethere can be no greater difference,than one to
befree,and the other fubie : and for that foueraign
Princes arconely trucly free,and all thereftin fome
forte fubiect, we muft conclude,thatasafoueraigne
cannot be challenged the fielde by any man ofano-
prince ther degree, likewife, thofe which wee haue
tearmed mofte excellent, are nottorefufe combate
with thofe thatare tearmed right honorable ¢ if they
beequall in feodatory nobility, and notvnequallin
other qualities.

Thelike s alfo tobe held betwixt righthonoura-
ble and noblemen,fo astheir condition, asthegreat-

nes

foldoenotallowethat one vader the title of moft
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nes and notiilitic of ftate,be nottoo much different ;
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one onzlydearecis differentharwivtthem, Andac’t
affinticthiar oiredegrec oncly mokethino incquality,
excellent,may bechallenged by oneright honoura-
ble,of like feodatorye nobility, but that concerrning
hisdegree,he s fo farre inferiour vnto him: thatin a-

nother cafe he would notdifdaine to receiue penci:

onand pay of him. Neither yet will I faye, that one
right honourable fhould fight withanoble man, al-
though his eftate be moft noble : nor that one righe
honourable ofgreat flate,may be challenged by one
noble, of fmall iurifdiction : albeit their feodatorye
nobilitie be equall.
- BueIwill fay,that anoble man fcadatory to 2 10-
ueraigne Prince,albeithebe of lefle degree,may not-
withftanding challenge onerighthonourable,thet is
feodatorie to one feodatorie,and hath greater figno.-
ries, for his feodatorie nobilitie doth fatisficthe other
inequalities, ,
nd therfore I conclude inthis point, that thein-
ualitie of perfons, istobee confidered from their
titles,from tlgcir feodatory nobilitie, and from their
fates,and accordingas they are found tohaue grea-
teror lefle partes equall, fo arcthey to bee iudgede-
qualt orvnequall.
Heereunto I willadde one other thing, which is
is,thatalbeittheir other qualiv’ s wiic €ithe: equa)
ornotmuch difterent, yettheqo:clf riylit rake
Ff3 great
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greatinequality:asifaprince albeitfoucraign,would
fightwith an Emperour,for fome thing that belon-
geth tothe Empire,in fuch cafehe might lawfully be
denied,forafmuch asthe Emperour by thecondition
ofthe quarrel,is true iudge therof, and confequently
alfo without comparifon of any fuperiour.

Of the inequalitie of private

Noblemen.

v Entlemen thatare nobly botne, are
M e eitherwithout any degree, or elfe
(&ilien | beare office or dignitie, as gouern-
, 3 | ment of cities, embaffages,or com-
251 maundementinthewarre:and tou.
Rt ching thofe thar haue authority, ei-
ther their office is for tearme,or for life:if for tearme,
then vpon any quarrell tobee decided by armes, it
may ftay the execution of their office : ifforlife,and
thathis degree isfuch as maketh him fuperiour to
the other,he may fight by his Champion. Butif his
officebe not of fuch qualitie,he that hath the chiarge
ofit,is to endeuour thegood fauour ofhis Lord, to
graunt him withoutloofing his office; to fatisfie his
honor:andif he cannot obtaine it, hee is to abandon
allthings,and to reforte thither whether hee is chal-
lenged, or whether his honour vrgeth him tochal-
lengeanother: foras a man isnotbotindto any thing
more ftictly than to histionor, {o is theleffer to ghi‘uc

- place
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flace to the greater.

Nowin thataman isborne noble,he isequall to
all Knights,that arc of private condition : and albe-
stthat one man were borne of a noble houfesor right
honourable, being without iurifdiction, or fuccefsi-
on of fignorie,hee maye be challenged the ficlde by
any private Knight,

Moreouer, forafmuch as the art of warre is ano-
bleexercife, and becaufe manye meane men haue
greatly aduaunced their houfesby it,he that thal ¢x-
excife the arte of weapon,ifhe be withoutinfamie,or
doc exercife it without abufe,is tobee reckoned and

accounted amongft noble menand Knights.

ButI would not that any man fhould vpon this
thinkehimfelfe made honourable, for hauingbeene
once inthewarre,and for hauing tzken pay, and fer-
ued two or three moneths without cuer drawing
fwoorde,or fecing enemy,or hearing found of trum-
pet.for this were as muchas to dreame vpon the hyll
Parnaflus thathe is aPoet, & the motning not finde
himfelfe fo.Itis expedient for any man thatof vnno-
ble would become noble, to get this nobilitie by
armes,and itis meet for him that would beaccoun-
tedamongft Knights,to doe the act of a Knight:and
itis required of a man to make honourable proofe
of his perfon more than once, and to continuelong
inthe" warres, and to be knownefor a good Souldi-
¢ryand to liue as well intime of warre as of peace
honeftlye;andin fuchforte that it may be perceiued
heintendeth onelye to beea Souldier, and to make
thathis principall butteand drift. And

: n
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Andifin theftudic of letters aman doe notattaine
vnto any degree of honour or nobilitie ; but with
painesand watchinges of many yceres, lethimthen
thinke likewife thathopeth to innoble bimfelfe by
armies, to fivcate often, to endure manye heates of
Summer,and cold of winter, to watch many nights,
and to flecpe manye times in his armour vpon the
-hard ground, andto fpend hisblood, andby man
hazardes of life,to manifeft his prowes to the world:
and when hefhall haue perfourmedallthefe thinges,
then he may thinke himfelfe truelye noble(for thofe
are noble that deferuc to be known for their deeds)
and that he caonot be refufed for want of nobilitye.
Nowamongft Souldiers,aSouldier may fight with
all fortes of men,as the heads of the fquadrons, fer-
iants,and others vnder the degree of their Captain,
for his authoritie reprefenteth fignorie, and they
maycalfo challenge them, and they are to anfwere
them,beingaboutany enterprife,and hauing degree
by a Champion,but being returned to their priuate
ccondition, I fee no caufe why they(hould not an-
fwere in perfon. And one Captaine maye challenge
combatc of another,except they be in place fo vne-
quall,asone may commaund the other.

And thisis to be faide of all fortes of Souldiers,
as well footeashorfe,adding moreouer, thata man
of armes hauingbeene in honorableand continuall
exercife of warre, and liuing inall pointesas befec-
methamanofarmes,challenging a particular Cap-
taine of foote, isnot toberefufed,nor may he refufe
any fouldierferuing onfoote. And
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AndIam of opinion, that a Capraine of foote
might challenge a Captaine of horfe,but onelye that
forthe moft partethofe placcs arc beftowed on no-
ble perfonages,and the conduing of men of armes
is alfo beftowed onright honourable men:and ther-
forein this cafe all conditions are to be confidered,
and the qualitic of the enterprifes that they haue,for
a2 Capraineof foot may hauefohonorablea degree,
orbe of fo honorable familye,that there couldbe no
caufe to refufe him,

And this which T haue{poken touching captains
of foote,of horfe,andof men of armes, is alfo tobee
ynderftood of footmen twixt themfelues,and horfe-
men alfo,be they either men of armes,or light horfe.,
For befides their degrees of greatnes in warre, their
degrees of nobilitie which wee haue fpoken of be-
forein our treatife of noble men (if any they haue)
atetobé confidered,and according to their greater
or lefle inequalityé, they are equall.or vnequall:
which rulebeeing generall giuen, may by men of
vnrder,ﬁanding cafilye bee applyed vnto particular
cafes.

Gg With
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With what perfons aKnight
ought to enter Combate,and
with whathe ought
not,

270 E hauelong waded through this fpaci-
A ousdifcourfe of chialrie, feeking tofet
2% downe who oughtto be denyed Com.
bl {fﬂba‘t’c‘,which matter is {o large and copi-
S %ous, .as'ifa man would particularlyeto
circiy, mite difcourfe thereof,, it would containe a

reatervolume.thenl intend to make, in'the whole
%ubie& of Duello,butitfufficeth meto haue pointed
at the fountaine where water may bee fetcht: and to-
édhdp&!«: with' my opinion .touch'ing’thc dutic of a
Knicht,I haue in the beginning of this chaprer tou-
cheg\two'principall hcads: thatis, who theyare that
ought tobe cleane thruft from combate,and whoare

onelyeto berefufed, for in thofe two almoftall con-

trouerfie of perfons that enter or not enter Duello,

are as it were conteined, forafmuch as the wicked
and jofamus perfons ought to be refelled by knights:
and theya'nay be refufed whio for condition are vne-
uall,and if aman would aske why we haue not faid
312! in thefe two'heads allarecontained, but almoft
all,itis for that which we haue before fpoken,of lear-
ned men,and cleargye men, whoare farre from the

lifts,
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Jifts,not as refelled,nor as refufed, butas priuiledgd,
and as fuch to the qualitic and eftimation of whofe

.condition itis not meete,neitherto challengenor be

challenged to proofeby armes, becaufe their ftudie
and exercife is far from the valour of the minde.

Audro returne to our heads before propounded,
I fay,thatto refel theinfamous and wicked,is the du-
ticand band of chiualrye,for a knight isboundto do
fothathe doe notbring in to theexercife of armes
perfonsviworthye to appeareamongft honourable
perfons,whereof by their own fault they haue made
shemfelues vnworthye. Noris there any credite to
begiuen them in'the proofe of armes, who are not
receinedin ciuile teftimonie : neither are dithonou-
rablé perfons to enterinto battailes, that are vnder-
taken for honour fake,

And if -any Knight fhould make.aquarrell with
any perfon vncapable of Ducllo,the Lords(as L hauc
faid before)as wellin right of chiualrie, as not for to
fufterthe ficld to be difhonored,ought notto graunt
the combate.

Therefufallis not ofband of chiualrie,but of will
of Knights,becaule that if a manwill not enter com-
bate with one of leffe condition then himfelfe,hce
may lawfiilly doe it, appointing a meane champion
to decide the quarrel. But ifa man would notrefpet
degreé,buit would in perfon fight with one :who for
biscondition-or othér défe were not hisequall, he
could not be faid to do wrong to chiualry,but rather
hongiirit : forafimuch as chiualrie is not the ac-
count of condition,but of valour.

Gga And
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Andin thedifbyprations:ofartés arid more- aoble
{ciences,nomans linfiage is rcftg&e’d but his worth,
and therefore 2 man of bafe or high degtee may bee
yvalorous,and the honour .of theliftes, isnot fo much
for ouercomming oncborie of noble familie;as one
thdtisknowne foraviliant man. o

Againe;as gréatmen accountitnothameto-bee
called Knights with meaner men, fo they oughtnot
beathamed to cometogether,to doe theoathiof chi-
aialries andif amanbomeofagreat familie,haueno
sbfpe@ o iniuryandther,Lknow not whyby reafon
of his noblenes inblood,fie may refufe to deferid the
fame,and tomaintainc itagainft him whont he iniu-
red:and in cafe thatcombat wereto followvponiit,
myiudgementis, thatthie iniurer or offender, how-
foeuer weterme him,is toanfiwerethe other in per-
{on-Andthecefore asIthinke.ita difcommendable
thing foran honorable perfon,to agrecto make him.
felfeéquall toa perfon thatforhis vices were odious,
albeit he defcended of anoblé race 1 {6 repute it a
knightly coutfe, not to bee too curiousin thediffe-

rences of éonditions;efpecially whentheyare not fo
diuersas may feeme; thatthefrogiftriuesto beequall
with the Oxe,(according tothetale.) N
Again I will adde another cafe,that as I wil com-
mend himthzzthould not foriuch refpet the-ton
dition as the-valourof himuwith whbm hehdd quar-
rell, Yo Twould blame hifinthat being of abafe eftate
would corgparehimfelfewith cuery great man,and
wouldnotacknowledge:nor content himfelfe with
“his owné condition. And
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* And this I fpeak,not onely of thofe thavareborne
meenely,but ofthofe al(o thatbeingborne of noble
blood,are yet of a prinate condition,and in queftion
of honour,would be equall with right honourable

erfonages : for if they efteeme fo muchof them-
felues forhauing blood, andbeing in their families
of great Lords,they are to confider, that thofe Lords
haue innobled thofe houfes, and thatthey haue re-
ceiued their nobilitie from Lords, and if they haue
receiued it from them, they are by fomuch lefle then
they, by how muchhee is gfeater that giueth.ano-
ther man nobilitie,than he thatreceiueth it,

Touching the qppointing of

hamplons.

2 E haue fhewen great inequalitie of no-
&=, (17| ble men,wherby the lefle ¢annot bindé
: ; the greater to anfwere-him in perfon:
(3,5 butbecanfeno mans greatnes can make
35 Ziclawiull for him vhiuftlyeto opprefle
theleffer,without Jeauing him fufficient meanes to-
reuenge himfelf,andno manoughtto make the fha-
doweofhis nobilitie 2 pretencéto be able fecretlye
to commit defectes, withour yeelding reafon for
them. Itisvery necefliryé thatasinthemthereisre-
fpe&tfor the degree of nobilitie, fo alfoit fhould bee
of honourandiufticé,to prouide a meet remedy fot
euerye private perfon,and thatthelawe of chiualry
Gg3 fhould
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fhould be inuiolably kept as well of great asof fmall,
And therefore allfuch as by reafon of fome excel-
lentdegree of nobilitie,fhall be found not bouud to
-comein perfon into the lifts with anothersarealfo to
know,thatinqueftion of armeswhich they fhal hap.
ppen to haue with perfons albeit prinate, thatthey
fhall be bound to appoint 2 Champion,whobecing
fawfully ouercome or yeelding, he s likewife to be
faide ouercome, that apointed him for his Cham-
fon.

d And in this pointc T will deliuer the opinion of
Do¢tors,thatin cafe where combate isto be doone
by a Champion,fuchas doe prefenthim, ought alfo
to be prefent themfelues, and bee helde vader fafe-
garde,to the end thata mockery be not made of Du-
ello,and thatif their Champion loofe the ficld, they
doe not efcape thé iudgement,

-Thelikeallo is to becdoone,whenthe quarrellis
fuch,asthe loofer fhould becondemned in corporall
punifhment: bue where other punifhment is not re-

vifite,then to be the vanquithers prifoner, it may
?ufﬁcicmlyc fuffice , that fccuritye %ec giucn of the

charges,and conuenient raunfome,
The lawes of giuing a Champion,are thefe:fich
oughtto bee giucn ss are not infamous, and are c-
~ quallto them againftwhome they are to fight, and
when one party fhouldintend to appointe a Cham-
pion,the other may likewife appoint one: But it is
mecte that hethat will take benefiteheercof, fhould
vfe fuch courfe in his writing, that hee loofe not his
prerogatiue orjuri(diionas we will termeit : for if
aman
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aman by his writing fhould fay that hee will detend
the quarrell in his own perfonand afierward would
appointa Champion,the contrary parie might with
reafonrefufeit.

Againe,itis to be vnderftoode, thatthe Champi-
onson cither fide are to fwveare, that they thinke to
fightin aiuft quarrell,and thatthey will doe their vt-
moftasif themfelucs were interefled in the quarrell:
and what(locucr Champion fhall willinglye {uffer
himfelfe tobeduercome, is tohaue one of his hands
curoffsanid the aduerfarye hath not ouercome , but
the combate maybe renued: and afterthat a Cham:
pioti hath beenouercome,he may notafter thatfighe
for any other,but forhimfelfe he may.

ButI will not heere omit,thatalbeit that nobilitie
doth priviledge the greaters to appoint Champions,
fuchyet may the cafes be,thatnot onely a great man
with an inferiour,butamaifter with his feruart, and
a Prince with his fubicétis bound to fight in perfon:
for fceing that promife is a band which equally bin-
dcth the Prince and fubicét, fo no greater or lefle
bandhath the one than the other : and whenfoeuer
oneman fhall oppofe vato another, any defe& of
promife and faith,he cannot vfe his Champion, bue
theaccufer isto tryethequarrell in perfon with the
accufed. And therforewhenaLord thallaccufe his
fubiect orhis feruant, of whatfoeuer condition hee
be of violating his faith,or of women,or of treafona-
gainft the ftate,heis to proue it in hisproper perfon:
andthelikeis alfoto bee obferned, when the fubie&
or feruant fhallaccufc his Lord.

But
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But manye Lords haue no care nor confider noe
the oath and obligation of faith which they haue to-
ward their fubicéts,butrechles of their faith, doe in.
ceflantly euery day commit newe defectes,and per.
haps they think that their greatnes doth couer theip
defeéts,and do not percciue,that by how much they
are exalted aboue other men,by fo much their faults
appeare the greater : for whereas they bothby their
example and lawes oughtto inftruct others in their
life,they oppofing themfclues againftlawes,do giue
other men example of wicked lining: and therefore
feeing that the defet of faithisa defe@fo greatin
Lords,it is greatreafon that they thould haue no pri.
uiledge inquarrell of faith: and if it bee not to be
graunted to Lords,much lefleis it to be grauntedto
perfons of other qualitie or condition, o

And further itisto be vnderftoode, that befides
the inequalitic of nobilitie,therc arealfo fuch man-
nerof cafes, that in refpet of perfons itis lawfull to
appointe Champions, as if 2 man fhall not bee of
cighteencyeéres, orif he be decrepite, ot ficke, or in
guch fortehindered in his bodye, ashee isnot fitte to

ght.

Touch-
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Thisis tobe placed before the firft chap-
ter of Sati{ﬂzﬁian.

Ofthe Duello or Combat,

= 0w and in what manner the Ducllo
;)| or Combat hath bin vfed they may
knowe that haue turnéd ouer the
St Records & Annals of pafled ages.
‘And{eeingitis now long fince out

: =)l of cuftoime, and not permitted by
the lawes, I thinke it not neccffarie to bee much {po-
ken ofin this place. I will onely faie this.thatin timds
'p'a,ﬁfit'was'hix_d inveriereberent account?gnq Gentle-
nienr thought it an "honorable quialitie to bee ableto
difcourfe of thofe points and rules that were agreed
vpon amongft Princes, and by themapproued,con-
ceriiing free anid open Combat, My intention is, to

gitie gentlemeéfiwariinghow they appoint the field

wiith theirenemies, feeing it is not permitted by the
‘Thvres to bee done publikely, as by ancient cuftome
itwaswontto be allowed. For it may fo fall out,that
aGentleman hauing paffed his word to meet hisad-
verfarie infomé fecret place; afterhee hath viliandy
waiifided hiifi;and réported the vidtorie of him'in
thesppolited plae; hisfaydeaduetfarienidy accufe
him-of felloniie;and faie that hee robbed him, and fo
whiere the quiarréll fhould hauean cnd, Hefhalbe for-
tedtodnterinto newe toliblesiand begin againe: It

Y may
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.may alfo fo chancethat his aduerfarichathambufhes
preparedfor him,& fo hemay be murdered,& being
dead, his cnemie may .vaunt of hauing brauely con-
quered him by rightand valour, I haue my felfe kno.
wen in Countries beyond the feas, two Captaines,
- the one named Faro,the other Montarno de Garda,
the Lord of Mandelot,gouernour of Leon,met toge:
ther,whereof the one trecherouflie minded; prayed
the other tofhew whetherhe was not prinily armed:
whercuponas fooneas Captain Montarno had ope-
ned his doublet,he prefently rannehim through,and
feeing himfa}l downe dead (as hee thought) onthe
ground,returncd into the citie with counterfeit glo-
rie,asithehad done wonders,vntil by hap the poore
Capteine was found by his friends yet lining, to be-
wiraic the other Captaincs villanje, Like exantples
many haue happened, and that not fo far hence, but
many vndoubtedly are acquainted with them, I
wsz{' ein lyke manner aduertife Gentlemen, of an
euill cuftome which of lateyeres hath inftalled it felf
amongft men of all fortes arfd nations: to bee'deligh-
sedwithbroifes and hurlibuitlies, to fet men togethet
bythe eares;& caufe quartels betwixt friends, neigh-
bours, and kinsfolke : whereas it was wont to beea

matter of great confequence,and of fuch nature,as it

might notbe otherwife decided,which honld bring

men fomortallye at defigupce,; 3s nothing but the

fword could finifh the quarréll . Now vppon cueric

occafioh Armes are taken;and onefriend for 2 word

will notonly violate the fagred refpect which ought

to be zealouflic oblerued .infricndﬂxjppc‘,by;tpr_g ni%
¢
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their familiaritie into ftrangenes,their kindnefle into
malice,& their loues into hatred,but alfo accompany
this ftrange and vnnaturall alteration with a wicked
refolution of fecking one anothers ouerthrowe, not

seftingtill the enmitie be confirmed by fight, & fight

chdc by d#ath. )

O the reuerentefteeme and accourit wherin for-
mer ageshad the Combat !'And why Forfooth be-
caufe no Gentleman foughte the tuine or deftruction
oné of ahothier ,and neuer vndertooke tryall by4he
fwordbutin deferice:of hisinnocencic,and to main-
taine his honor vnfained and blotlefle, Now malice
and hatred ouerrunneth all, ftrife and rancor are the
bellowsof quarrels,and men vpon euerielight caufe
enter into more a&ions of defiance,than forany iuft
occafion offeredin refpect of iuftice and honour.

One fault more, befides thefe which I hauealre-
di¢mentioned , is fairely growen amongeft vs, that
if anie of our friendes faie to vs but one worde to
this effect, Comewill you go with mee, I mutft fighe
with fuch aone, andI knowe not what partakershee
hath, Weare prefently readic not onely togo wyth
him our felues, but to drawe others intothe minde
with vs alfo,without any confideration had of the
mannerof thequarrell,how iuftly or iniuftly it grew,
and fo often timeswee bolfter wrong againft right:
whereas wee fhould enter into examination ofhis
caufe, learne. the quarrell, andfearchforthe occafi-
ons and caufes of their falling out, and beeing ac-
quainted therewith, though wee findehim to haue
reafon for his rage,(for Iknow not how els to tcr;)nc'

that
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terme that paffion that leades men to that mortal re-
folution,vpon whatiuft occafion focucr) yct ought
wenotto accompany, nor tofurtherhim,no not to
fuffer him to fight,if the matter can poffiblye by any
other meanes be taken vp and ended : for fo dange-
rous a triall in my opinion, istobe referued for fuch
occafionsas neceffarily requireit: and what or how
many fuch there be,1leaue tobe perpendedand con-
fidered by them that can beftdifcerne matters of fo
great waight : and o will cometo thofepointes,

which jmagine it will not beamifle heereto dif-

courfe of, -

G FROATILOV,
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Touching the fatisfaction that
ought to be made twixt

K‘nights.

o5 - & Eingwee haucalready

: treated futficientlie of
1 Duello, as farre asis

neceffary for aKnight
to vaderftande, mee
thinketh it alfo verye
conuenicnt to fpeake
fomewat of fatiffadti-
% on , which is to bee
00Qoebach 000 cf 0: 1_»'- ,} madc when _ a’_‘man
knoweth hehath wrongfullye iniuried or chargeda-
nother, Audbefore I procecde; I cannotbut greatlye
ondemne aa olde and, common opinion, which is
:kﬁs; that when a man hath doone or fpoken anye
thing good or bad he thould defend and maintaine
ittorgood,which opinton howitisto. be approued,
{x;ill laye open for euerye man of vnderftanding to
ludge.

Pgdmfmudiés man isprincipally diftinguifhed by
his reafon from bruté beafics, as often as hee fhall ef-
fe&any thing without reafon and with violence;hee
worketh likea bealt,and is transfourmed cuenr into a
Verye beaft, as thofe afore time did very well vader-

and , who defcribing men metamorphofed into
Hh beafts,

000300000304 D
N 3
-0 @0 G0 S 300009.000

e

o
% A
CANR = J
i O K 2Ly
3R, 7 ety
v 4
2
%




Vincent. Of Honor and

beaftes,fignified no thing els but that thofe men had .

done adls proper to thofe beaftes,whereof they tear-
medtheni t6 haue thie thapa, ,

Now then if men be turned into beaftsby doing
like beaftes,we may alfo fayc,that folong they abide
in that fourm,as they continue in thataction or opi.
nion,and that their abodein thati$ fo:and theyhane
no other meanes to dif-beaft themfelues (as I wil]
termeit)than by acknowledging their fault, by re-
penting.and making, amendes thereof, andaman
fhould ftrictly follow reafon,as the cheefe guide and
mitres of his. life: and if happily hee fhould at any
time happen to offend(asit is commo ‘toman)hep
thould with all poffiblefpeede recall himfelfe, fecing
itisa heauenly thingtgamend o

Butto {peake particularly of matters of chiualrie,
we take theofficeand dutic of this degtee to bee, to
to help the opprefled,to defend iuftice,to beat down
the proud: where fome cleane contrarily doe turne
their fworde,the enfigne and armes of iuftice,to op-
prefle reafon,tocémit injuftice,and to confound the

truth: and this wicked opinion and peruerfe cu-
ftome s fo rooted in the cornmon forte, as they ac-
countita bafe thing foramanto proceede with rea-
fon,and to confent to equitie: bur albeit they be ma-
ny thatfollow this cerrupt vfe, yet the better forte of
fpiritesdo approue that {entence which is preached.
nd I haue heard}of Sigmor Lujgs Gonzaga,who dyed
Captameof the Romiﬁ Church.whofe valour hath
beene fo wellknowne, asnoman oughtto think that
ener hee was flayed from anye noble enterprife
through
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throughthebafenes ofhis minde, that he was woont
to faye,chatif hee thould beknowne to haue{poken
ordooneanybad thing, for the which hee was chal-
lengedito prouc it by armes, rather then hee would
fight for thefalfe againft the truth, and for the bad
againftthegood,hc would frecly.difclaime from it
and-deny it.
Andthisnio doubtisto bee helde a manlye and
a chriftian like deede, for reafon wils vstodoe fo,
andlaweandthe dutie of the degree of chiiualye pe-
uires it, and all doctrine as well philofophicall as
%hriﬂiah,doth teach vsthe fame..

We are not to follow the opinion
of the vulgare,

7} Ee fee that the earth dooth
'} naturallye bring forth vene-
mous thinges, and' thornes,
2} and hearbes,and Plantes, ei-
1 ther not prontable or hurt-
e ful, all which asamotherfhe

/5 29 ¥Q o] dooth nourith, withoutany

PRSI helpe of mans labourt but
thofe that aregood & profitable and helpful, fhe re-
ceiueth with noifomnes likea flepmother , foas they
baueneed of contimial culture & y¢erly renouation.
And that which wee feeinthe earthof thefeedes of
things,is likewife feene in men of gbod and badde
Hha mindes:
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indes: for the bad through our natura™ corruption
#s conceiued,recciued, and generally embraced of vs
all: whereas the good is ynwillinglye receiued, and
we ftoppe our eares leaft wee fhould heare of it for
shere belongeth great ftudie to vnderftand the truth,
and much paines tg bring to paffe thatour mindes
bee capableof it: and therefore by how much the

aines fs the greater,by fo muchis tobe faid they are

¢wer that haue true knowledge of the truth: in
which refpedt,itis no meruaile if the vulgare opini-
enbe fo farre fromtheteuth.

But becanfe learned .men- haue diftinguithed
mans condition in three fortes, the firfte, fuch as of
themfelues are apt to feek out thetruth,and they are
tearmed the beft : the fecond,fuch as finding them.
felues vnaptfor fo good a worke,dn obey othersthat
doctruly admonifhthem, and they are called good:
and the third,fuch as neither themfclues know,nor
will hearken to others.and they are fitlye called bad.
Seing that enery man cannotbe in the firft place,yet
weeought to beleeue fuch men, whofe authoritie
and doérine e finde approued,andto follow their
direction,and totakeheede leaft through eur obfti-
nacie wee fall into the laft degree, which isof the
wicked: whichasweeareto performeinall manner
of our liuing, {oitis expedient to doe thelikeinthe
order of things of chiualrie,abandoning thevulgare
opinion, and following the fteps of thofe, who by
valourandknowledge haug laide open vntovs, the
sight waye,and gouerning vs by the lawe of teafon,
and not after the vanitics of thofe, who rather by

chaunce
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ghaunce'or by violence, then by any true courfe or
jadgementofirue vnderflanding,doe rule their own
.adtions.

Of fatisfactions in generall,

= Nightes taking vpon them todeale
of peace,ought cheefly to prouide
that there be hope of the continu-
| ance thereof:which they are to doe
with theleaft gteenance that may
be of both parties, not burthenyng
theone,for the eafe of the other,for many times H’)Ch
things are demaunded,as aremore hcauye to the of-
fender,than eafe to the offended,and thisis nota to-
ken of feeking peace,butreuenge : andyetitisverye
meete that when oneis greeued in any thing,the o-
ther that hath doonethe wrong fhould be alike gree-
ued: for ifthou take from me,minc ownrealon com-
maunds that thou make mee full reftauration. euen
with parteof thine owne-

Butin wrongs commutted, two thinges are com:
monly woontto be confidered,the thing whercby a
man is wronged,and the manner how itwas doone:
fot from the deede commeth the iniutie, and from
the manner commetly the charge :as for example,
Henry giueth the baftonatato Edward whenhee had
no caufe to take heed of him,and after he hath giuen
it:runneth away:in this action the ftroke is theiniu-
' Hhs ic,




Vincent. Of Honor and

rie,and the charge is, that Edward is bound'to proue
that he did it fhamefully.And to make them: frends,
Henry will faye thathee did Edwardthis iniurie vna-
wares tohim,and when he¢e had no caufe to beware
of him, andafter hee had ftritken him, hee went his
way in fuch forte, as Edward could not make fuffici-
ent reuenge,and that heis nota man of equal degree
to chargehim,nor wrong him, morethen the other
i5 to tvrong him:and by thefe words manifefting the
manner how hee wronged Edwerd, hee. difchargeth
him from theband of proouing thisaét to bee villa-
nous: for thereneeds no proofe of that which is ap-

arant,{o as all theiniurie refteth on him, for which

e hegreat or meane,itis an ordinary matterto aske
him forgiuenes.

Moreouerthe words according to conditions;the
age,and profeflion of the parties,may alter & change
it,thatitbe referredtothe iudgement of the meaner.
Some men would haue, thata man fhould confeffe
to haue donebadlye ortrecherouflye, for faying or
doing fuch athing,and doenot perceiuethat the fig-
nification of thefewords, is whena thing isdonein
abad and cuill manner: and thereforeTwould not
haue any man make more accountof words,then of
the meaning of them : and after that by themeaning
the offended s difcharged;tofecke other wordes, is
not to vnburthenhimfelfe, but fo burthen the other
moregrecuoufly. Butbecaufethere are two. forts of
iniuries;the onie by deeds, the other by wordes, wee
will fleuerally intreat of them both. Of
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Of fatisfaction of iniurye
by deedes.

5]1Any Iknow areof opinion,that fa-
tisfaGion'cannot be made by words
-' (f for offences by deeds,wherein Iam
\ of con;raryc l;ninde, (f?ir tgs isf not
& il fmeerelye to bee confidered, from
LN ’@Y—fj woordgto deedes, butby the gree-
voufnes and: greatnes of the fhame that comes ta
himby the deedeand the wordes, andbythefhame
that he accounts to himleife,and that comes to him
from others:for which of them will we repute more
honourable or more fhameful,hethatistrecheroufly
wronged,or he that comitteth itand the likel mean
alfoof difaduantage,by ftriking onebehinde, and o-
therill manner 6f outraging others;

Inthis cafe me thinkeththereis no doubt,for nei-
theris his hame the greater that did the iniurie, nor
his that received it, (according as wee haue faide be-
fore)for if I confefleto haue commitced a defect,and
thou through my confefsion are iuftified from not
hauing done amiffe, wherof fhouldft thou not be fa-
tisfied with asking forgiuenes I cannot concetue any
fohainous aniniurie, as in my iudgement fucha fa-
tisfation may not fuffice, efpeciallye fecing it hath
cuer been the vie of moft gentlemanlike mindes,wil-
lingly to forgiue.

But
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or v .
But forafmuch as there wanteth nne ruch, who in

cafeof 2 Zuousiniurie,would thata man fhould fe-
cretly be commuteed into theirhands and difcretion,
I docnot{cehow itis the ready or honourable way
to makeagreement,for ifthe offended fhould by his
owne hands take fatisfaltion, itfeemeth hee dealeth
dilcurteoufly,and by fuch manner of proceeding we
hauefeen that quarrels and enmyties tragenotbeen
ended,butredoubled: and if withoutother demony
@tration this remiffion be accepted for.amendes, the
matter giueth fufpec ofafecret agreement betwixt
them,whichis preiudiciall to thehonor ot bim thae
is wronged. But if-one man fhould vnaduifedlyt:a-
?ainﬁ his will offend another,and finding hiserroury
houldycelde himfelfe and giue him 4iis fworde;and
puthim felfe-into his handes, vfing all humilitie and
forrowfulnes,and thathe that waswronged withoue
further adoe thould embrace him and lifte himvp, T
would accotinit 2 moft hondurable a&t twike them
both : but the matter once waxt colde, and that it is
dealtinby meanes, I cannot thinke that agreement
may bee made by remifsion: And tocon%rm'cihat
which I faide;that words may be fufficient fatisfa&i-
onforiniuricby deedes : Ialleadge, thatif happilye
oneman were mightilye outraged by:another, and:
fhould write to him that hee meant to proueit, that
he had doone avile aé, andlike a bad man and ill
knight:andthe otlier anfwering him,fhould confe(fe
as uchiitis certain that no furthet quarrell thoufd
remzine;norband of honour betwixtthem:
Yea,andif being come to the liftesyin making the
articles
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articles twixt the Padrini, the Padrinio of the chal-
lenged fhouldagree to theforme of the :}uan’c]l,and
confefle that to be true,which his aduerfarye allead-
ged,and thatif the quarrel fhould ceafe,the combate
Jikewife fhould ceafe : whichif itbe {o,as indeede it
is,] doe notfee why thofe wordes, which in the cat:
teis and atthe fielde may fatisfie me, the fame words
{hould not likewife fatisfic mee,in the prefence of
honorable perfons,and of thefame mine aduerfarye
being fpoken,and he alfo askingme forgiuenes.And
withthefe reafons I do firmely conclude, that words
may fatisfie iniurie by deeds.

Of'the contradi®ing certaine vul-
garcoPinions or matters
of fatisfaction.

E hauefhewed before how greatly they
o4 i2rjare deceiucd, that holde opinion, that
b W 2 after aman hath doone or fpoken any
S Seailithing good or bad,hee isto defend and
éi’;é;% maintaine itfor good:and in the Chap-
ter before wehaue fpoken of the falfitic of thatother
opinion,that fatisfaction cannot be made by words.
toiniuries by deedes : inwhich opinion fuch as doe
ftand, alleadge authoritie from generall Capraines,
who were wontto faye: baftthou ftricken him? let
him doe what hee lift. Which faying,how farre it is
Ii worthy
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worthy to beapproued, maybe perceiued from thay
which we hauc already fpoken. And I doe not think
thatany man of good vnderftanding, (if hethal truly
know that he hath ftricken another, either with hig
hand or cudgel)tomake peace, wil fay that he wron-
ged himlikea traitor,or fhamefullye. But forafmuch
as wee haue feuerallye difcourfed before of either of
thefe opinions, now intreating of them both toge-
ther,] affirme that from them may be known the fal-
fitie of the vulgare opinion, fo by common confent
theyarerecciued forgood. andyet if wee will with
fincere iudgement confider them,we fhall finde that
oneofthé doth repugnethe other : for if I ougheto
maintain for good all that which I fhal haue done,{
fhall not be able with my honour to fay for the fatife
fa@ion of him thatis wroged,not only al that which
hee will hauemee faye, butnot fomuch asany one
thing:and if I may fay that which hewill, itfhall not
be true that I ought to maintain for wel done,al that
which I fhal haue done. Now feeing thatfo manifeft
contrarietie is comprehended from fo open contra-
di&tion, they fhould alfo perceiue theirerrour,and
perceiuing it,reclaime themfelues from it: efpecially
confidering,thatas thefetwoopinionsare contrarye
twixt themfelues,fo refon is contrary to them both:
and thatfurelye isacommendable & gentlemanlike
opinion which.is foundedvponlaw and reafon. And
according to this opinion are honorable petfons and
defirous of valour, to frame them{elues, that no one
thingis to becfteemed valorous or honourable, if it
benotaccompanicd with reafon,

Of
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Of fausfaction to bee made
vpon iniurye by

deeds.

| Peaking in particular of fatisfa&ions
J |lthat are to bee made,thefoundation
0%/ liof. them is to bee vpon truth, that

i (Whofoeuer hath done wrong,fhould
A “‘4 confefleit,and whofocuer hath rea-
(s ®llion in'it, thould maintaine it, And
therefore whofocuer being moued with iuft difdain,
andiuft occafion, thall conuenicntlye reuengehim-
felfeagainft any man, heeis notto make other fatif-
faction,thento fay,that he is foary tohauchad occa.
fionto haue vfedfuchan a& againft him, and that if
he had doneit without caufe, he fhould hauedoone
ill orlike a badde man,ornotlikea Gentleman, or
knight,or fuch likewordes, and hee mayalfointreat
him to befreends with him: and hee thathath giuen
caufe thereoftothc cther,acknowledging his fault,
fhould content him/elfe with as much as reafon re-
quires,and notcontinue in hiserrour,ifhiee willnot
(as was faidé before) remaine transfourmed intoa
brutebeaft ‘

Andif vpon anye woordes, twa fhould ﬁ%hr,
and one of them fhould behurte, it were not tobee
doubted that withour furtheradoe they might'.nt;;t
Iia ¢
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be made freends,for thatblood doth wafh awaye all -

blot,of which foeuerof them it was: nor can any of
thembe reproued of defedt, when bothof them did
manifefta bolde and knightly minde.

And ifithappen that oneman fhould any way of-
fend another, & thathe which is offended fhouldlay
hand onhis weapons,and the otherfhould fly,albeit
the offended could not cometohim,hee that fhould
flye were to bee condemned for 2 vilde man and a
coward, andthe other thould be honoured:: foraf.
much as honor is feated in theface and inthe hands,
and notin the fhoulders and feete.But to come tobe
made freends,he fhould confefle his bafences,and ask
forgiuenesof his offence.

And if oneman(hould offend another notinany
ill forte,but wrongfullye, and the otherdoe not re-
uenge himfelfe being ableto doeit pr_cfenr‘ly, theof-
fenderaccording tothe qualitie of the perfon offen-
ded,fhall confefle tohaue doone wrong, or to haue
done againft reafon,or fucha thingas he ought not,
ornotlikeagentleman:andin all thefe fortes yethe
is to aske him forgiuenes thereof:

Butif happilye twixt maskers (as often it happe-
meth )not knowing one another,onc ofthembee in-
iured,the amends thotld be to fay,Tknewe you not,
andifI had knowneyou,l would not hauedoone fo
vntoyou,butif I had doone it,I fhould haue doone
difcurteoufly,or villanouflye, orlike a bad Gentle-
man,asking pardon for it:the like courfeis to be held
when one man fhould offend anothier by nightin
the darke.

Bat
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But [ will not omir,tha: fometime a peace is made
twixt men,which is not an agréement of the fa@: as
if I fay thataman ftrokemcand hee denyes that hee
toucht me,infuch cafe the fatisfaction may be,I ftrok
theenot: andif I haue,I hauc dooneanil deede, or
fuch like words to this effect:and by fuch like ‘exam-

les other cafes may likewifebe ruled. Andto thefe
and fuch like cafes may beadded thofe other wordes,
which are commonly vfed twixt Knights,according
as we haue made mention inthe chapter of fatisfac-
tiogs in generall.

Of fatisfaction to bee made
vpon iniurye by

word.

Thathbeene faide before, that the
| foundation of fatiffactions dooth
O [ confift in the truth,and to confizme
3 b thefame,when aman hath oppofed
Gz¢/ | againftanother any defed vntruly,
= =S hee ought to confeffe thatthe mat-
ter is not fo as heefaide, and may alleadgé in excufe
of himf{clfe (if the truthbe not oppofite againtt it)
thathe fpake it either thinking it to be fo, orbecaofe
itwastolde him,or elsin choller : andif hee fhall fay
thathe thoughtfo,hefhall adde,hewas deceived, or
that hethoughtamiffe,andthatheknoweth thetruth
Iis to
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to bz otherwife:ifhe fay it was tolde him,he fhall fa
that he whichtolde it him,faide not the truth: and if
hefayhefpakeitin choller, hee fhallthen fay that he
knoweth the truth tobe other,thathe is foarye for it,
or difcontented orgreeued, And in this fortal words
fpoken maye be exprefledand declared with a con.
trary fence,as for example: I haue caide theetraitor,
when Tknew theetobeanhonorableand iuftknight:
and as oftenas there is demonftration that the truth
is contrarye to thatfpoken, hee thatis iniured,is dif-
charged, And if aman would not make mention of
the iniurious wordes, if heefhould reuoke them in
fuch {orte as I haue faide,or with words of honoura-
rable witnes,the charge fhould neuertheles be taken
away: and if one man {hould giue another the Iyev-
pon wordsof wrath,hee ought alfo to reuckeit. But
ifaman thould make daintye, to fayeI haue belyed
thee,be might yet in another forte honeftly prouide
forit,for he may fay,I confefle the words truefpoken
by thee whercupon our quarrellis growen, or els he
may exprefle the very matterit felfe, and allowe it to
betrue: and I willnot omit, that fecking meanes to
make quietnes in controuerfies,I haue fometimes fo
handled a matter,as [ haue made agreement by fuch
away,that he which gaue thelye,hath fpokento the
otherinthis forte : Iwould be glad toknow of you
with what minde you gaue me hard words the other
day,whereupon I gaue youthelye, and Ipraye you
re!%luc me heerein: and the other hath anfwered, to
tell you the truth,I fpake them in choller, and notv-

pon any otheroccafion : and the firft hath repgtd,
nce
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fince you havefpoken thofe words in choller,] affure
outhat I meant notto hauegiuen you thelye, vn-
leffe youhadfpoken them witha deliberate minde,
tochargeme, and I fayethat thatmylye dooth not
charge you,but rather I acknowledge you foraman
oftroth, and Tpraye you remember nodifcurteous
words paftbetwixt vs, buthold me for yourfreend:
and the other hath anfwered,and I do likewifeiudge
youamanof honor,befeeching you alfo toaccount
me your freend. And this forme of fatisfaction may
beeapplied toathoufand cafes that happen daylye:
andby this example other formes and rules maye be
found according to the qualitie of the cafes.
Moreouer,it dooth happen, that when a man is
grecued atanothers ill wordes of him, hee denyeth
that hee fpake them,which fomemen make queftion
whether itfhouldbetaken fora full fatisfaction, for
fomewould haue him fay,I fpake them not, but if I
had doneit,Thad fpoken falfefy, orotherlike wordes
of ence. And touching this doubt,me thinketh that
if aman fhould fpeakeillof me,indenyingto haue
fpoken it,he fhould greatly fhame himfelfe, butnot-
withldding he fhould notgiue me fatisfaction,& yet
hefhouldbefound to hauewronged me: &therfore
itis not fufficientonly to deny,but a further matter is
conuenicnt.And ifaman haue notfpoken il, hemay
reciteall things,and if he haue {pokenithe ought to
faye fomething to fatisfie the other, and the wordes
which he is to fay are thefe: T haue not fpokéit,but if
I had,Ithould haue fpoken vntruth,orcomitcedthat
which I ought not,nor like a gentleman,or fuch like.
But
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But agentleman fhould notbebrought to deny thae
whichhee hath fpoken, butratherfhould confefle
it,and make fatisfation : andifhecthould not den
ittobe true,but fhould fay thatin fpeaking it it, hee
hath offended him,thathee thouldnot haue fpoken
it,or that he didill,and craue pardon forit, for in al}
caleswhere an offence s,itis requifiteto ask pardon,
Andaman may alfo offend in fpeaking the truth, if
his intent beto offend,

That it is no fhame to giue ano-
ther fatsfaction.

S JOrafmuchaswe are to come ordi.
| narily to fatisfaGion by way of de-
X /3 { niall(for fo will we teatme reuoca-
JQ72Y tions of wordes, and confeflion to
| | haue doone iniuriouflye fome per-
S— 4 haps may fay,if deniallbefo fhame-
full,as thereby (as you faid before Jaman is infamed,
and may becrefelled in other quarrels by Knightes:
how wil you if T haue fpoken any falfe thing,ordone
illthing , that I by denying fhouldbringvpon me
fuchan infamie? whereto albeit we haue fufficient-
lye anfwered before;wherewee fhewed,that a man
fhouldrather remope himfelfe from error,then con-
tinue in itobftinately:yetLaffirme that there is great
difference of thatwhich is done in theliftes through

force ofarmes,and of that whichis done abrdaclifor
ue
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loueof the truth : forone is forced,and the othervo-
luntary sonefor feare of death,the other forright of
reafon: the one condemneth aman for abad Knight
that would fight againft iuftice, and the other fhew-
eth that 2 man will doe any thing rather then rake
weapons in iniuftice:and onctheweth,thathe which
hathonce vndertakentodetend anill quarrell, is like
todoeitanothertime:and the other giueth teftimo-
nie,thatrenouncing the quarrell,not to fight wrong-
fully, hewill not be brought to take weapons butfor
aiuftandlawfull o¢eafion : and infumme; as oneis
the parte of abad Knight and difloyall, {o the other
is the teftimonie of finceritie and true faithfulnes: for
fecing that no man liueth without finne hee is more
tobe commended amongft men, that hauing com-
mitted any errour,and knowing it,forthwith repen-
tethhim of it, and fecketh to maké true fatisfactions:

anda Knight thatacknowledging his fault feeketh to
amend it,dooth not onely not deferue blame,but is
woorthy of much commendation: as hee wholike 2
man gouerning himfelfe by redfonlike aKnight, ta.
kethiuftice for his gnide,and like a Chriftian obfet-

ucth the truelaw. Forthefe reafons thenall Knights

oughtto embraceit,and al Princes to efteeniithigh-
Iye,both the one and the otheraccounting nolcfle
thefaith and puritie of the minde,then the prideand
bodily firength. Forafnuch as ftrength is as' profita-
ble to mankinde,as it is apuerned by redfon and ins
tegritie,onely of it felfe fufficeth to gouerne innume-
1able multitudes in peace,where force that is not ac:
tompanied with ripe counfaile; is thatwhich with

the

[s]

1)
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the ruine of nations, ouerturneth all dinine and hy. -

mainelawes. And becaufe I know that the vulgare
fofte account fatisfaction baferies,Iwillthereto an-
fwere no other,butthat the choofingrather to fighe
wrongfully, then fatisfie by reafon, is indged beaft-
lynes of cuery manof vnderRanding.

Satisfacion done to one in Bur-
gundie, by death for his

infolencie.

1.z Certaine quarrel rofebetwixt two Soul-

“x.., diers which Iknew very welf,onc a Nor-
Y -4mand of Roan called Iames Luketo,a
LA 7 55 nan very wel experienéedin armes,who
falling intofome words with theother(being at Ge:
neua)gauc him aboxe on the'eare,wherupon he an.
fwered Loketo,that becaufe heeknewe him tohawe
greatskillin'his weapon,which he hiad not, but hee-
ing 4 fouldierwould fight,and challenged himfor to
meete him withhis peece;and going to the Gene-
rall ofthedrmye, obtained leaue forthe ‘3petx’ ficlde
with his conifent and the other commausiders : who
were prefent at the attion;utid feeing that mary difs
charges pafled betivixrthem, aiidyet nerchier of thé
tookeany hurt,fuffered them'to chiargetheit: peeces
no moye,butfoughtto reconcile them againe, and
makethem freendes: whereupon it was agrccgo 01{

t
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both partes,that he of Geneua,to whom theboxe on

thecarewasgiuen by Luketo, fhould in prefence of
the Generall and other Captains of the armie, firike
Lucheto on thefhoulder,and fay I am fatisfied, wee
will befreends. Butthe Souldier of Geneua being
ofa ftoutftomacke,when hee eame to doe as it was
concluded,tooke Luketo afoundblow on the care,
which Luketo taking for a great iniuriebeding in
that prefence, and againft the orderfet downe,drew
his fwwordé prefently and ranne him through, and fo
flew him out of hand,iuftly rewarding him forhis in-
folencié : fure Ithinke itwas the iuftiudgement of
God, whovieth tofhewe his juftice vponthem that
are {o infolent and full of contumacieand enuious
malice, thatnot regarding neither what they pafle
their wordes for priuatelye among themfelues, nor
the interceflion of noble Gentlemen and worthye
perfonages, that feeke their fafetie and welfare, care
fornothing bue the fulfilling of theirheaddynes and
reuengingappetite.

My opiriton concerning thefe reconciliations is,
thitit werenotgoodin the making of them to al-
low any figne of reuenge, to paffe betwixt the par-
tiesthatare tobe reconciled, l%tha;_if fatisfaction in
thetreating of any peace betwixt two fallen out, can
be made by words,methinks it were not amiffe that
cuen alf tokens orfignes of reuenge were auoyded.

Kkz2 Satif-
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Satisfaction vnto oné that was tre-
cherouflye hurt.

iMademention aboue(vpon occafi-
V|[on)oftwo Captaines called Mon-
tarno and Faro, the beginning of
their quarrell you heard before, the
endwas fuch, Montarno being vn-

2 gently and cowardlye hurt,accufed
Faro as hauing dealtwith him notlike aman, which
Faro denying thedeede, the matter could not be ta-
ken vp betweerie them, howbeit many gentlemen
trauailed init, butthey appointed to mecte one'the
other,hauing each of thema God.father (as they call
him)appointed him : wheruponthe gentleman that
was to go with Faro,being wifeand circumfpeét,and
avery honeft man befides, faide vnto him when. hee
was going to encounter Montarno, lookewhat you
doe,for you goe toa place, where God ouerthrow-
cththe ({rongeﬁ,and giueth the vitorye to the wea.
keft if he fight iuftly,and therefore if you haue offen-
ded Montarno, make him fatisfa&tion : whereunto
Faro anfwéred,why what fatisfation wil Montatno
hauez whetupon it was agreed that Fato fhould con-
fefle that hee efteemed of Montarno as of abraue
gentleman and honourable Souldier, and that whi-
left he did vnbutten his doublet;he meantnot to of-

ferhiminiuric howfoeuer it fell out, and therefore
would
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would gladlye haue him to bechis freend,and fo the
peace was madevpbetweene them.ButI thinkeita
tolly for men to truft theirenemies,hauing their we-
ponsreadyin their hands to iniuric or wrong them.

A peace made betwixt two noble-
men,by the Archduke Charles,
Sonne tothe Emperour
Maximilian.

Pz
oy
‘.v

7%\ Here were two Noblemen of account
%ng vnder Archduke Charles , Prince of
24 T Uiy Stiria,Carinthia & fome places inCro.

s ,\@igj y1atiaand of Friuli, who wére bothof the

2 EasCH confines of Friuli, one of thembeing
calledthe Earle Rimondo of Torre,with whome I
haue ferued in warres when he was Coronell of cer-
taine companics of the Emperouts in Croatia, a-
gainft the Turkes, atwhich time the Chriftians had
asfamousa viQorie,as likely hathbeene hieard of, by
theinduftrie and valorous vertue of generall Perno-
me,and the Lord Firinbergher. But to return toour
purpofe, the other noble man was called Lord Ma-
thew Ouuer, they being both in mortalenmitie,one
incenfedagain{t the other, wereé canfe ofmuch blud-
fhed , and the death of manye fine Gentlemenand
Knights:which the Archduke Chales their Prince

perceining to bea thing lamentable,caufed both the
Kk 3 noble
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noble men to be called to the Court,& placing them
into fundrie lodgings about htmfelfe(dcfiroys of his
fubie&s welfare) feparatcly to eache, and firft toRj.
mondo,diffwading him from his hoftile minde and
hatredrowardes the Lord Mathew, and finding him
verie obftinate and altogether refifting all peace apd
agreemenr,confidering hee couldnot be réconcifed
with honor;and would rather die than make apeace
ignominiousvnto him, Whereupor the-Archduke
replyed,thatif hee were refolued rather to die than
to yeeld to hisintreatic, heefhould beerefolued and
looke to himfelfe,for he thould die in deed,and with
all called for an officer criminall to execute him pre-
fently,Which foone mouedthe Lord Mathew to al-
ter his refolution, and to promife the prince tobee
friendswith the Eaile Rimondo : to whomhewent
alfo, and forced him in like mannerto vowe friend-
ihip to the Lorde Mathew. The prince then hauing
brought them both to confentto hispurpofeand de-
mand,made them meete in his prefence. where the
Lord Mathew, (whohad two veri¢ cxcellent proper
gentlewomen tohisdaughters)beingthe eldeltfpake
firftand faid : Countic Rimiondo,Tam at peace with
you,and accept you for my friend and fonne,anddo
giue'one of my daughters in mariage vnto you, with
ahundred thoufand crownes: who accepted of the
conditions,and fo the peace was concluded to theyr
greatcontentation,theprinces great pleafure,and the
1oy of all his fubieéls, withoutanie more bloudfhed

or mortalite.
Adan-
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A dangerous Satisfaction between
two Gentlemen, one called the
Bianchi,and the other Neri;
whereof iffued great
harmes.

1 Readein the hiftorie of Florence,of
N || two Gentlemen in the Citie of Pi-
ftoia', who ivere'in verie flraight
N\ || league of amitie together;, and ha-
uing two fonnes,it happened asthe

S > —o|l two youthes kept companie toge-
ther,that onceplaying at cardes they fell to wordes,
end from wordes to blowes in the ende, and ‘oné're-
turned hometo his father hurt, His fathér that was
not hiurt,vnderftanding the whole matter, was verie
fortie that hisfriends fonne was hure by his fonre,&
rebuked him bitterly,and commanded hini exptefly
vpon hisb’léﬁi‘r’rg 10 go to hiis friend¢ the youthes fa-
ther whorme hehadhurt; and t6 aske forgiuenefle of
him for hurting his fonne, Now he féeing the youth
and his fonine,and not remébring'or confidering the
greatamitie and friendfhip that wis bétwixe himfelf
andthe youthes father , caufed his mentocutte off
hisrighthande, and fo fent him backe againehome
to his Father, faying that deeds could notbe recom-
penced with wordes. Which a& and vaciuill parte
caufed greate ruine and flaughter in Tufcane.
They
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They therefore that purpofe to bee reconciled ang
make peace, or goe about to reconcile others and
bring themin league,muft take heed what they doe
and neuer truft to the difcretion of him'thatis oﬁ'cnf
ded,but fee the ‘conditions and points agreed vpon
firft,and ifany one doe notkeepe his promife,and do
contrary tohis faith & word paffed, they themfelues
thatarethemediarors and dealers in‘the making of
the peace,as louersof honor andiuftice,tobe reuen-
ged of him,feeing fuch villanie and infolencie wor.-
thily punifhed,for fuchmen are commonlye for the
moft parte caufeof theirowne ouerthrowe, of their
parentsand freends,and al{o of their countrie.

We read in hiftoriesof ancient times,that a King
ofthePerfians dying,left two fonnes, each demaun.
ding the Empite,and yet while the matter was ade-
bating,they conuerfed and liued together in alkind-
nesand brotherly louingnes,till it was in the end de-
clared by the peeresof the Empire, which of them
was chofen and eleced to be theKing, which theo-
thertooke fo well, thathee would not in any cafe be
brought to think either vnkindely of his brather, or
cuill of the ele@ors, hehauing what he afpired vato,
and they doing what they thought beft and conue-
nienteft forthe Countrie: Such diferetion would
doe wellinall men,to cut from them manye incon-
uenicnces,debates, ftrifes and quarrels,

Hauing
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The nobility of VWomen.

7 Aning difcourfed of theinequalitie
innobility,and efpecially &f private
noblemen andgentlemen,I wil not
take occafion now to fay any thing
' of themeanes and maner whereby
- men rife vato honour and dignitie,
nor of thegreatnes and nobilitie of kingdomes, pro-
uincesand citties, confidering that this matter hath
beenfo largelye and laudablyehandled by many,as
appeares by thereading of theancientand moderne
hittories,which arefilled with difcourfes tending to
this purpofe: this I will onelycfaye by the way , that
thofe places-haue beene famed formoft noble,and
had in greateft account, which haue produced bra-
uelt men,commended vnto pofteritie for their ver-
tue either intelleGtuall or aétiue,morall or politicke,
civile or militarie: and as places are made f:lx)mous or
enobled by reafon of theexcellér menthat arethere
borrie,{o alfo ¢an no plice how barbarous foeuer it
be, drowne or darken the glorie and commendation
due vntoaman ennobled by valour,prudence. 6t o-
ther vertues whatfocuer,as Anacharfis being noted
by onéto be a Scithian, anfivered as tharpely as rea-
dily,true indeed by birth,but not by bringing vp: fo
thathowbeit he was a Scithian borne, yet were his
Ll manners
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manners notbarbarous,nor his life Scithian like, bue
deferued the commendation due to civileand verey-
ous education, But I will leau¢the vertuesand nobi-
lities of men,and turne my fpeech towomen,hopin

they will not be offended withme if Idifcouerthe
vertues and noble difpofition of their fexe;which be-
ing fuch as deferuc higheft commendation, T vtrerly
difalow oftheir opinion,that not onely not attribuce
nobilitic ynto women , but alfoabridge them from
powerandabilitie,to ennoble-andimparte nobilitie
vntoothers.We readofmanyexcellentwomenboth
of highand low eftate,in divershiftories,whofé fame
hath been carried through the world for rare vertue,
fome forvalour, otliers for learning, othets for wife-
dome, otliers for chiaftitie, others for other fingular
vertyesand commendable partes: manye Queenes
andnoble Ladies haue gottengreatrenown andbe-
come glorious forarmesand warlike exploites : ma.
ny haue had theirnamesdedicated to eucrlalting re-
me=mbrance euen by the memoriall of their owne
pennes,hauing been moft exquifite writers and pen-
women themf{clues,bothfor profeand verfe. In my
opinion then are women greatly wronged by them
thatfeeme to take fromthem power of transferring
nobilitie to others, excluding them from fo great an
honor,they notwithftanding hauing great reafon to
be copartners withmen therein: forexcellency con-
fitting in vertue of the body and the minde,and wo-
men being endewed with both beautye and vertue,
and feeing thac women can learne whatfoeuer men
can,hauingthe fulivfe of reafon (or clfe nature ‘\!vhg

ot
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dothrneuer do any thing in vaine)fhould hauetono
purpole giuen them the gifte of vnderftanding : I
thinke tlicy defetue fellowfhip and communing in
honor with men,confidering nature hath beftowed
on them afwe] as on men,meanes toattain vntolear-
ning,wifcdome;,and al other vertues a&iue and con-
templatiue: whichis' made manifeft by the example
of many that haue c6firmed the dpinion of theirva-
Jour and excellencie,by theirrare vertue,and almoft
incredible prowes. Andto recitethe worthy actes of
fome,I will wholye commit and pafle by the Ama-
zones,their ftory being eounted fgbulous, andmen-
tion fome, whofe valiant & vertuous acts hauebeen
recorded intrue hiftories, afwell ofoldetimes, as of
our times. The king Argus hauing by reafon of long
continued wars great wantof men, Thefelidea wo.
manofacittie wherin Argus was befieged by Cleo.-
menesking of Lacedemony,proucked the otherwo-
men in the cittie to take armes,andleading them out
atthe gates,deliuered the Cittie from fiege, and put
their enemies to thameful flight. I wil not heer fpeak
of the valourof Artemifia, of Ificrate, of Semira-
niis, of Tomiris,of the women of Lacedemony, of
Debora;of Iudirh,and other vertuous and magnani-
mous, yea holyeand facredLadies,whole hiftoryes
arecontained in the holy Scripture : butI willcome
vnto thofe whofe life was not {o long fince, but that
wemay well remember them. About the time that
the Englifhmen vnder Charles the 6,hadbroughtin
{ubiection the greteft part of chatkingdom,there was
ayong maidé called IancPulzela,daughterto’a thep-
hcard of the Dukeof Lorailne,who notyetreaching
2 to



Vincent. Of Honor and

to the filtcenth yeere of herage, wasaccounted to
bea Prophetefle,and of many helde to be a witch,
but this maketh not to the purpofe: the King béeing
in great doubt of his fortunc, fentfor her to know
whether he fhould lofe the reft of his kingdome alfo
orno, and hauing anfwere thathee fhould become
vitoriousinthe end,gane the more credite voro it,
becaufe many of his noblemen affured him thae the
had the fpirite of ‘ﬁrophccic,rccounring many things
vnto him which the had declared in priuate mens e
fates. Afterward the tookearmes herfelfe,and beha-
uedhet felfe in fuch forte among theother Captains
andmen ofarmes, thatin a veryefhorte time fhe was
made Captaine generall of the wholearmye,and be-
ingarmed and mounted on a barbed horle, in fuch
{orte as fhe was notknowne but to beaman, made 2
fally with all her troupes both horfe and foote, and
affailing the enemie with anvndaunted courage fol-
lowed lglc: enterprife with fuche valour and pru-
dence,that fhe freed the Cittieof Orleancefrom the
ficge,being her felfe fhot through thelhoulder with
anarrow: thencefhe led her companyeto Troe in
Campanie, wherebecing encamped,againftthe ex-
pectation of allthe Captaines and Souidiers, tooke
the cittie in very fhorte time, and caufed Charles the
feauenth to be crownedin Rheymes,as theancient
cuftome is,hauing firft deliuered the cittie from the
ficge which theenemichad laide vnto it Shortly af-
ter battering Paris , and clambring on the walles as
being famous amongft the flouteft Souldiers, not-
withftanding her legge was pierced quite throu_ng
wit
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withanarrowe, gaue notouer the emerptife fot alt
that, but perfifted till (he had: effected it. Petraich
writethy thachekneweadamfellat Pozzuelo called
Marie,whoborrowing the habit of a yong man, af

terthe fathion men wore their apparell there; armed
her [elfe.and was eucn the firfte that fought with'the
enemic, and the laft:that retired: Vifina wife vato
Guido the cheefe of the houfe of Torrello, vnder:
ftanding how the venecianshad laid fiege to Guafté-
iiaa cafle of her busbands,hee being abroad,ariried
herfelfe, and'led a companyé of mer té the place,
and fpoyling many Venecians,defended theCaflle.
Margaretdaughterto ValdinerKing of Stietia; and
wife to Aquinus King of Norway, temained inhéri-
trix vnto thefe Kingdomes in the right' of her hufl
band and of her father, and in the rightof hef fonne
Olaus alfo of Dacia,but the Duke of Ménopoli wa-
ging warreagainfther, fhee éncountred'him'witha
mightie armie,defeated his forces, tooke him prif--
ner,and led him in her triumph after the folemn or-
derofthe Romans.

‘MahometKing of the Turkes, waging warre a-
gainft the Venecians, fent a great armie vnder the
condué of one of his generall Captaines,totakethe
ifle of Metelino,and befieging Coccinovery firong-
ly,the inhabitants iffucd and foughtveryevaliantlye
againft the Turkes : in thefame Cittie wasayoung
maide,who fecing her father flaine by the Turkes in
this fight and the Citizens beginnihg to fainte and
feate,got intothe former companies,and skirmithed
focouragiouflye with the Turkes, thatall the Citi-
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zensathamed to fee themfelues ouercome in floye-

nes and courage by a fimple girle; tooke hart and
vterlye deftroyed ‘their enemies , and faued the
Cittics ‘

Bona Lombarda, fisftferuant and afterward wife
to Petro Brunoro of Parma,being inthe warres that
the Yenecians had agdinft Francefco' Sforza Duke:
of Millaine,after Pauono a caftle intheterritories.of
Brefcia wastaken,withher courage and gallant for-
wardnesrecouered it againe.

Margaret wife to Henry King of England,and Sis
fter toRenatus King of Naples,being informed that
herhusbapd was oucrcomein battaile and raken pri-
foner,prefentlye gathered certaine companies. toge-
ther,andleading them toa placewherby tlieenemie
was to pafle,encountred him, oucrcie hiscamp,and
purfuing them that fled with herhusband tthing,
{lewean infinite.company of men,and intheend fa-
ucd him,and returnedhome with hii, and got him
this moft glorious vitorie,

Irememberthat Ibeingayouth,a freend of mine
fonne toa Trumpet that was in pay viider the Cap-
taines of the fignorie of Venice, was. withacertaine
cofin of his fet vpon by ¢leven otheryong men that
were their-enemies, which his mother perceiuning,
took a Partifan in herhauds;and defended her fonne
and cofin,and forely wounding fiue of their enemics
madecthe reft to flye.

Beingin Rauenna,l fawein one of the Churches
the carued image of a Ladie, who,being wifeto a
Gentleman thatwas cheefe of the houfe of Rafpo-

ni,
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ni, had euer in herlife timeaccompanied hephult
band inallhis warres;and atchiued immortall fame
by het prowefle and vafour.

I wasin Lombardie on a. diye whichiwas: gene-
rally folemnifed ;2ccording to the cuftome duer the
whele Countrig,and it happened at that tiine; that
there wasa greatquarrell betweene two'ich houfes,
among the Farmers and countrymendi thatplace,
theone part,og_which; werecalledthe Romani, and
the othérthe¢ Eerrarifi, bothbeeing viider the Duke
of Ferrara;and meeting on this viniuerfall feaft daye
atavillage called Trefenta; oneof thé Romani thoe
aPiftoleatthe chegfé of the Ferrdrifi; and thinking
to haue wounded him, miffed him'and huite.one.of
the Ferrarifi their wiues, who'was offo valiant“a di-
fpofition, thathowbeit the wias fhotquite through,
yet faid nothing to het freends, nor complained:of
it; leafte they fthauld haue lefte their enemies and
come to help her, and fomany ofthem might hzue
inmeane while been fpoyled by the aduerfe-parte,
butfnatching aweapon outof one of thie country-
mens handes, flewe him that had thot her, and hig
fellowe thatfought by him , and fo fell downe her
felfe,not able to performeany miore,liuing but foure
daies after.

Thaue read in the Croniclesof France,that-two
great men growing to be enemies,for the dukedome
of Bretagne, the one pretéding an eftatein the fame,
inright of his father,as being his by inheritance; the
qther claiming intereft in ftby therightof his wife,as
her doury,&c.one of thé was much fauoured by the

King
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King of Fraunce, andtheother of theKing of Eng-
land: thefe tworifing vp inarms,one of them whom
theKing thereleaft fauoured, was rakenand put in
prifan,and the Frenchimen begari to {poile hiscoun-
trie,and take his tenantes, and commingto a Cittie
whete the Lady was, wife to him that was taken, be-
fieged it,and often affailed it thougliin vaine,for the
liked right valiantgentlewoman,and ofa manly cou.
rage ,.prouided that not one' woman in-the Cittjg
fhould beeidle, butbring heg helping hand forthe
defence of the Cittie,and maintenance of their ho-
nour,caufing fome to make inftryments of pitch and
tarreand fire workes,others to bring ftones, feething
water,and other things neceflary at. that inftant and
neceflitie : and very oftentimes iffluied véry valorouf-
ly and brauelye, and firing her eniemics tentes, put
themn togreatoffe and confiifion,{laying manyeof
them, but they daylye receining new fupplies from
the King,the wasforced to fend for fome fuccour to
the King of England,for which whileft fhe ftaied,
they draue her to manye inconueniences, for the
people began to muttet and to mutiniewithin the
Cittie, finding great want and fcarcitie, by reafon
whereof many dyed, and fhe was much follicited
and iniportunedto deliuer vp the Cittie to the ene-
mie,and not knowing hiow to an{were them,fhe de-
fired them to ftaye for Gods mercie butfo manye
dayes, (limiting a certaine time)and if no aide came
in the:meane while, then fhee would do¢ their re-
queft:thqfedaics being expited,whillte fhee was he-
uilic mufing whatan{were to make her citizens, ;:hac;
a
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hadverye earneftlye befought her againe to reader,
fpyed the Englifhnauic on the feas,and calling them
to her window,comforted them with that fight, and
caufed allthings to beprepared and madein a readi-
nes,that when her Englifh freends werelanded and
fhouldaffault the enemy; fhe might with ber compa-
piesmake a fallie tdmeete them and bid theiwiel-
come;to the deftru@ipnand .viter ouerthrow.of hep
enemies, which fhee did;and flewe fo manye of the
Frenchmen,thatallthe countrie was amazed there-
at,and fhee mainwined warres. againtt them a long
time after,

Thaueread inthehiftories of the Turks; how that
Selim Sultan hauing obrainedthe Empire after hee
had poyfoned: his Father and firangled his Brother
Corcut,who was a Philofopher, witha mightye ar.
mye purfued his Brother Accofnat,whom the King
ot Perfia Vfan Caffano mych fauoured and holpe
withmen, prouifion,andshonye: butthe Bietheren
meeting together,and theviGtorie béing very doubt-
fullagreat while;in the end Selitn Sirltan-ouercame
bythe valour of his Tanizaries, for the Perfians ha-
uing with theirhorfes btoken: quitethraiigh the
wholebattaile, and entting on thelaiizaries in the
middeftof whom the Turke Selim Sultan was gar.
ded, they. difcharged avolly of that.vponthe Perfi-
ans,whoynufed to-heare fuch 2 noyfe,were wonder
fullye. difmaied , and.inftandye férced to: take their
flight, by which meanes Sultan Selim obtained a
wonderfull great viGtorie, and his brother A'ccomat
was ftrangled by his Ianizaries, who afterthe fight

Mm was
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was donc, found among them that were taken and
dead,an infinite company of Perfian Gentlewomen
that were come all armed as Knightes, to fight with
their husbands,but Selim Sultan caufed the dead to
be folemnlyburied, and thofe who were faued, to be
fenthome to their Countries very honourably.,

Intheyere1571.atchetime thatSelim Emperour
ofthe Turkes,and fatherto Amurat thatnow liueth,
waged war againft the Venecians, the Baffa that was

enerall by Sea,went to the cittie Raguzi inthe Ifle
of Carfola,and beganto batterit,which the cittizens
perceiuing, and fearing the danger, fled with their
goods & fuch things as they made moftaccount of,
into theIfle, apid leftnone but women at home,who
chofing ratherto dye then fallinto the Turks hands,
wentvaliantly to thewalles,andone of them putting
fire toa pecce of Ordimance, {trooke away with the
bullet the lantern of the Baffa, wherupon he hoifted
fayleand fled,and (o the cittie was faued.

In the time of Chatles the fifth,and Francis King
of France,they hauing fouldiers in Italy,by reafon of
the difcention and factions among the Italians, the
citic of Siena was befieged,where a gentlewoman of
theboufe of Picholhomini was made Coronell of

0oo. other women, and atchiued wonderfull mat-
ters,to the aftonithment ofal the people. Thaue been
toulde by diuers, of a Portingall gentlewoman that
forreligions fake about 4. yeeresnow paftleft of the
apparell of her fexe,and went asa fouldier into Bar-
berie,where fhe behauedher felfe fo refolutelye,that
fhe wasin fhort time aftermade a Captaine, and be-

came
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camc very famous, fearfull to her enemics,and great-
ly eftcemed ofher freends:in the end fhe chanced to
oto confeflion,and bewraied her fex to her confef-

for,who tolde her thatit wasagreat finne to dclude

the worlde, in taking vpon her the perfon of a man,
which the could not do without offending God:be-
fides this,he told the Bifhop ofit,and the whole mat-
terwas known through the Country where fhe was:

wherupondiuers noblemenknowing hertobcawo
man,defired to be matied vnto her, but theerefufed
them,inregarde thatthehad euer loucd anephew of
the Bithops, and conuerfed with him very priuately

before fhe was known,and therefore being difcoue-
red,would not marry any onebut him, for that thee

would admit none to that neer point of acquaintice

as he was,but him that fhould be herhusband,being

ofasgood adifpofitionthat way, asfhee was in mat-

tersof valourand courage. She was feene afterward

in Lithboneapparelled likeawoman,butarmed like

aknight,leading a troupe of men,the condu@ing of
which fhe had obtained for her husband.

Tewere a worke infinite for me to rehearfeall fuch
famous Ladies as haue been renowmed for their ver-
tue, ncither were it poffible for any man truelye to
make a collection of all their gallant deeds,feing they
atein number fo exceeding - butas I haue mentio-
ned and called to remembrance fome who were ex-
eclling in magnanimity,courage,and greatnes of the
minde, fo will I now alfo fet downe the names of
fome that paffed in greatnes of vnderftanding, and
excelledinintelleGtuall vertues,

Mma Saffo
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Saffo of Lesbos was inferiour to few Poets in thag
Arte,and fuperiour to many. Erinna wrote a Poeme
in the Dorike tung, compared to Homers diuine
wotke. Corina fiue timesput downePindarus thae

reatPoet, Pythagoras learned many thinges of his
gﬂer Themiftoclea,and his daughter Dama was fo
excellentin learnéd mifteries,that fhee commented
and expounded the difficulte places in her Fathers
workes, Aretd of Cirena, after the death of her Fa-
ther Ariftippus,kept the fchoole while fhe liued, and
read Philofophie letor dayly,and wonderfullye en:
creafed the auditoric. Leontia wrote againft Theo-
phraftus Ariftotles fcholler. Hipatia was very skilfull
in Aftronomie,and profefled it publiquelye a long
timein Alexandria. Butto leaue the Grecian Gen:
tlewomen and come to the Italian, Sempronia of
Rome, was excellently well {pokenboth in Greeke
and Latine,fhe wasa fine Poet and wrote very fweet-
ly. Cornclia Africanus his wife, was nothing inferi-
ourvnto the former : nor Hortenfia who was in ve-
riticher Fathers true heire, in eloquence and Orato«
rie. Sulpitiaa RomanLady,in Heroical veife,deplo-
red the pitifull time of Domitian the Emperour, In
our times wehauc heard of Ruffuida of Saxony,who
was excellentin the tunges, and hath written divers
treatifesand Poems,very comméndably. Batifta ¢l-
deftdaughter to Galeazo Lord of Peflaro,made ma-
ny excellent proofes of herlearning,and wrote mas
ny pamphlets. In the fame Cittie of Peflaro was a
gentlewoman called Laura Brenzara,who hath wri-
ten many verfes both Latinand Italian, and was-ad-
mirable
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mirablefor her excellencie in making of Orations
and extempotall fpécches in both tungs, Latine and
Ttalian, At Padua where I was borne, in my time
wasa Gentlewoman of good reckoning,thiat profef-
fed the cinilelawe publiquelye, came dayly into the
colleges and fchooles,and difputed withall the Doc-
tors.and {chollers of thevniuerfitie. Caflandraagen-
tlewoman of Venice,was commended for great skill
inlanguages,and fpake very eloquently,flie could al-
fowrite very wel; asapppeered by diuers bookes fhe
hath fetforth,among whith hath beenknownabook
of theorder of the {ciénces. '

But I wil contentmy felfe;hauing produced thefe
examples,in groo‘fe of the valour and vértue of wo-
men;concluding with onely onemore, whichas the
beft,I kept tobelaft : heerein imitating the beft ora-

-tors,who cuer referue the ftrongeft argumentes for

thelaft, Thefe lines therefore thalbe adorned and
honouted with the name of this moft glorious Prin-
cefle Elizabeth our gracious Quekne, whole fame
hath built her towers of triumphcs, euenin Coun-
tries fartheft remoued from her,and forced her very
enemies in the ftorme of their malice and fpite, to
praife her name,to admire her mercifulnes and wife-
dome,and tofeare her power : thisis fuchamanifet
and worthy exampleof womanly worthines and fe-
minine perfection, that the parfe@eft men muft by
truths enforcement acknowledge themfelucs moft
vnperfect,in regardeof the meaneft perfection that
heauen moft bountifullye hath beftowed on her fa-
cred maieftie, who liucth yet renowmed through
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the wholc worlde,the Sunne of Chriftendome, and -
the onely Starre wherbyall peoplearcdireéted to the
place which aboundeth in peace, religion and ver-
tuc: the being a Princefle trulye accomplithed with
allvertucboth morall andintelle¢tuall,with greatnes
bothof minde and vnderftanding, and with heauen-
ly wifedometogouerneroyallye both in peace and
warres,to the creditand glory of all her fexe. God of
his mercy maintain her life in much profperity,euen
s wholeeternity,that asher vertue is heauenlye and
immortall,(o fhee her felfe may neuer dye, but
whentheworld and allmuft perifh,be car-
riedvp to heauen by holye Angels,
there toliucin Gods cter-
nall glory.

FINIS.



